December 27, 2009
Mark B. Tobey

Special Counsel for State Regulations and Agriculture

Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Tobey,

As a member of the Rocky Mountain Farmers Union and President of the Chaffee County Chapter, I would like to address the corporate food structure and small scale farms and local food systems. It is clearly the opinion of my colleagues and position of several grass roots organizations of which I am a member, that the consumer-farmer relationship is increasingly assuming responsibility for the quality and safety of their food supply. Informed consumers who choose to participate in the local food movement and have direct association with the farmers and farms that grow their food, have access to the information and opportunity to observe as to how their food is produced.
This segment of the consumer base is of the belief that the consumer-farmer partnership should not require the intervention of government agencies to ensure the safety and quality of their local food supply. Furthermore, it is the position of this urban/rural network that the legal red-tape and burdensome regulations should be dispensed with in favor of a self-regulated system defined by the consumer-farmer contractual relationship.

This community of farmers and consumers proposes a “right to farm” initiative that outlines consumer and farmer rights to take responsibility for their own local food economy. This would allow for less demand on government regulatory resources and place greater supervision into the hands of consumers and farmers who are dedicated to the direct link and ecological integrity of the farming methods and food supply that sustains them. 
I ask that you enter this perspective into the national dialogue and debate over the future of family farms and the direct market system that supports them.

Sincerely,

David Lynch/President 
