
Thank you for inviting the public to participate in this process! The state of our current agricultural and food sourcing system causes me much distress. 

I fear the day Monsanto or some other mega-corporate entity shows up in my garden claiming I have infringed on patent law by participating in a 10000 year old practice - growing food. 

Please consider carefully how much power a handful of corporations have over our food system. In Clallam County, WA, where I live, schools feed hundreds of children every day foods that come from thousands of miles away, with no knowledge of what the foods have been exposed to from seed to plate. Yet it has proved virtually impossible for  local food advocates to get locally produced, certified organic produce into the school system. No government (health dept. or school board) officials can explain why except that local farmers don’t fit into the standardized food buying and selling structure that has been created to serve the corporate structure. 

Food is a basic need. Access to nutritious, whole foods should be considered a basic right. Please work to protect our citizens, our small farmers’ crops, and our backyard gardens from the greed that motivates corporations. 

Thank you,

Maggie Van Cantfort

