December 31, 2009
To whom it may concern,

The Arkansas Soybean farmers need more choices and more competition between seed/chemical companies not less.  In recent months, Monsanto has attempted to direct seed companies exclusively to their Roundup Ready 2 Yield technology and away from the original Roundup Ready technology.  Roundup Ready 2 Yield, in some cases, may have some advantages in the field but the price of seed has continually climbed and judging from history, will continue to do so.  As a farmer, I try to fit the right seed on the right soil every year.  The “right seed” may be an original Roundup Ready variety.  I don’t want to see the older technology removed from the market place by way of contacts and legal maneuvering.   Let competition remove unproductive varieties.  Let prices be driven by performance.  Some low cost producers need low cost seed.  Their land may not allow top yields demanded by higher priced seed, thus pricing this land out of production.  
Monsanto has brought many technological leaps to market; with over 90% of beans produced in the U.S. being Roundup Ready 1, they should be commended for their commitment to the expansion of agriculture.  Their pipeline of products will help nourish and feed the world for years to come.  
However, RR1 has been so well accepted, most others in the seed industry have based research and new technologies on the RR1 platform.  Ceasing the germplasm rights and support of RR1 would undermine much of this progress. It may give more cause to our foreign markets to balk at the RR1 germplasm being in the food chain.  As other seed companies develop new traits, they too should compete as well.  New traits and technologies must bring value to farmers and help protect from shifts in environmental conditions that may bring new weed resistance or diseases.  The costs borne by farmers often have little room for negotiation.  Farmers cannot arbitrarily raise the prices we receive for our goods.  We must accept what the market will give us.  We cannot afford to increase our exposure to risk anymore than is absolutely necessary.  That is why competition is a must in this environment we must perform in today.  We need to keep older (cheaper) technology in place to help fill the needs of all farmers.
Sincerely,

John F. Freeman

Arkansas Soybean Association President
