Comments Regarding Agriculture and Antitrust Enforcement Issues in Our 21st Century Economy
I am a health-conscious citizen and County Planner. I am extremely concerned about the consolidation of corporate power in the food and agriculture sector for several reasons:
· The impacts of the consolidation of industrial agriculture operations and seed companies are just being realized - economically, health-wise, and culturally.
· The consolidation of these corporations have put our food supply in danger. The practices used in industrial agriculture operations are putting the health of the population in jeopardy. The animals are treated cruelly, given substandard feed, live in appalling conditions, and because of these conditions are given an exorbitant amount of antibiotics and hormones. The repercussions of the excessive antibiotic use are just coming to light with new, antibiotic-resistant strains of infections emerging. 
The consolidated seed companies, especially those that deal primarily with genetically engineered seeds, are seriously affecting traditional agricultural practices throughout the United States and the world. The consolidation of seed companies are reducing the number of crop varieties that are available. Different crop varieties are vital in case of a blight or other possible afflictions of a crop. Some of these varieties have been derived through thousands of years of seed saving, producing a crop that that is suited to the particular conditions of a region. 

From what I have read, those companies that sell genetically modified seeds are making it even harder for the average family farmer to continue farming. Restrictions placed on these farmers have made it difficult for them to make a profit. There are certain crops that have been developed that rely on the use of a specific pesticide. The pesticide can kill all other plants and organisms in the soil in the areas that were sprayed, except for the pesticide tolerant crops. However, “super weeds” have begun to grow which are also resistant to the pesticide. This practice of over-using pesticides is detrimental to the soil, water, and our health. I also do not believe that the genetically modified crops have been thoroughly tested nor are they safe. Genetically modified crops are a danger to sustainable agriculture.        
· I think that it is becoming increasingly difficult for the small farmer to make a living. I work in the 5th largest apple producing County in the nation and have seen the reduction of orchard and farm land in recent years. Many of the farmers cite that agriculture has become unprofitable for them. 

· I was raised eating wholesome, natural, unprocessed foods. I was taught at a young age to read food labels, grow vegetables in a garden, compost, etc. I am upset that it is becoming increasingly harder to find fresh, local produce and the produce in grocery stores is imported, full of pesticides, tasteless, and most likely genetically engineered. 

· The current food labeling system is misleading. Genetically modified organisms have made their way into the majority of the items offered in our grocery stores. There is no reason why a product which is made with genetically modified organisms does not have to disclose this on its label. The consumer should be able to decide for themselves what they would like to ingest. Unfortunately, the ridiculous “veggie libel” laws make this impossible. The same goes for the numerous chemicals in food and personal care products. For instance, a product containing “natural flavor” does not list the chemicals that are in this ingredient. 

· Certified Organic produce and food is typically more expensive and not everyone takes the time to educate themselves about what they are eating. Above all, people should have access to healthy, nutritious food. The overabundance of cheap, processed food with no nutritional value is having severe affects on the health of population and the cost of dealing with these health issues will continue to soar. 

· Lastly, in my opinion, I think that the overuse of antibiotics and pesticides in the industrial agriculture sector should be examined very closely. The relationships between the industries seem to be very co-dependant, is there a legitimate need or the need to keep the other in business? I believe that you can’t out-smart Mother Nature, plants will evolve to become resistant to the overuse of a pesticide and viruses will emerge that have become resistant to the overuse of antibiotics.          
I appreciate the opportunity to express my concern on this important matter. I look forward to following the hearings process in the upcoming year.
Thank you,
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