From: Arthur Tesla <arthurtesla@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 6, 2009 2:24 PM

To:

ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>

Subject: Roundup Toxicity

Despite widespread use of the weed killer glyphosate, and the
prevalent myth that it is harmless, this pesticide is tied to acute human
health effects and linked to non- Hodgkin?s lymphoma
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Unfortunately, the facts show that this is not the case.
While pure Glyphosate has a low acute toxicity (the
amount needed to cause death), when it is sold as a
commercial herbicide it is combined with surfactants and
other ingredients to make it more effective at killing
plants. Studies show that the commercial products, such as
Round Up, can be three times more toxic than pure
glyphosate.

In California, where there is a mandatory system of
reporting pesticide poisoning, Glyphosate is the third most
common cause of pesticide illness in farm workers. It is
the most common form of reported pesticide poisoning in
landscape gardeners.

Two separate studies in Sweden have linked exposure to
Glyphosate to Hairy Cell Leukemia and Non Hodgkins
Lymphoma. These types of cancers were extremely rare,
however non-Hodgkins lymphoma is the most rapidly
increasing cancer in the Western world. It has risen by
73% in the USA since 1973. Another study has found a
higher incidence of Parkinson disease amongst farmers
who used herbicides, including glyphosate.

Other studies show that Glyphosate and commercial



herbicides containing Glyphosate cause a range of cell
mutations and damage to cell DNA. These types of
changes are usually regarded as precursors to cancer and
birth defects.

Reproductive Effects

Studies show that exposure to Glyphosate is associated
with a range of reproductive effects in humans and other
species. Research from Ontario, Canada found that a
father's exposure to Glyphosate was linked to an increase
in miscarriages and premature births in farm families.
Glyphosate caused a decrease in the sperm count of rats
and an increase in abnormal and dead sperms in rabbits.
Pregnant rabbits exposed to Glyphosate had a decrease in
the weight of their babies.

Residual

The proponents of Glyphosate herbicides promote them as
environment friendly or benign. They say that they
breakdown very quickly in the environment.

The facts show otherwise. A report from The United
States Environmental Protection Agency states that
Glyphosate is 'extremely persistent under typical
application conditions'. It is one of the most residual
herbicides, with studies in Sweden showing that one
application can last up to 3 years.



