From: Sandra Abraham <abrahams@billings. k12 .mt.us>

Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2009 10:22 PM
To: ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Address market concentration

To whom it may concern:

Thank you for recognizing the anti-competitive environment of agricultural markets in the United States. I appreciate the opportunity
to comment on how the growing concentration in all sectors of agriculture affect my livelihood and the economic stability of my

community.

A handful of meatpackers and poultry companies dominates the livestock industry and there are fewer and fewer independent seed
companies providing seed to the farmers who grow the crops we eat. This near-monopoly power of these agribusiness corporations
limits competition and makes it hard for farmers to afford inputs to grow their crops and then to get a fair deal and fair price.

The hidden costs of corporate control distort the value of fresh, nutritious foods causing consumers to choose inferior food to high
quality, local food. This effects the health of all age groups in our communities. However, the health of our children is particularly at
risk, as the rise in obseity and diabetes among our young children shows.

I look forward to both USDA and DOJ gaining a better understanding of these problems and using their regulatory authority to
address these issues that impact every farmer, rancher and consumer of our country.

Sandra Abraham
2601 Lewis Ave
Billings, MT 59102



