From: Laura Strong <LAURASTRONG@CENTURYTEL.NET>

Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2009 11:54 AM
To: ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Address market concentration

To whom it may concern:

Thank you for recognizing the anti-competitive environment of agricultural markets in the United States. I appreciate the opportunity
to comment on how the growing concentration in all sectors of agriculture affect my livelihood and the economic stability of my
community.

A handful of meatpackers and poultry companies dominates the livestock industry and there are fewer and fewer independent seed
companies providing seed to the farmers who grow the crops we eat. This near-monopoly power of these agribusiness corporations
limits competition and makes it hard for farmers to afford inputs to grow their crops and then to get a fair deal and fair price.

I think local producers of livestock and produce are so important to local economies. We must also factor in the huge environmental
impact of today's agrbusiness practices from the feedlots to transport of the products across the country. Local, small producers of
livestock can actually have a symbiotic relationship with produce growers by providing compost to them as well as meat and dairy
products. This is the kind of economic growth we should encourage so Americans can afford to feed their families while taking pride

in the work they do.

I look forward to both USDA and DOJ gaining a better understanding of these problems and using their regulatory authority to
address these issues that impact every farmer, rancher and consumer of our country.

Laura Strong
Po Box 1986
Whitefish, MT 59937



