From: David Barouh <dbarouh@fastmail fm>

Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2009 8:32 PM
To: ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Comments

I am writing because I am concerned about the lack of competition in agricultural markets.
Just one company, Monsanto, controls the majority of seeds in the US, and regularly threatens farmers who don't buy its seeds.

What's in our food, anyway? And why aren't there decent labels telling you where it grew, what chemicals are on it, and if it's
genetically modified?

There is a "revolving door" of personnel between corporate lobbyists and government regulators. No wonder corporations aren't held
to strict standards.

Prices are rising at the supermarket, but you've heard that farmers are struggling -- and big food companies have made record profits
this year.

Food is grown and raised in ways that are terrible for the environment, with methods that pollute the water, poison the soil, and
threaten our long-term food security.

I would like to see more local and organic produce from smaller farmers subsidized rather than the largest corporate farms, whose
growing methods pollute ground and surface water.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,

David Barouh

David Barouh

, 11230-4626



