From: Sandra Castro-Nguyen <ozarkmaid2003@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, December 18, 2009 1:26 PM
To: ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Comments

I am writing because I am concerned about the lack of competition in agricultural markets. [ am concerned about subsidies given to
small farmers to not grow. I come from Missouri and I have seen it with my own eyes.

I am more concerned with the lack of choice about what we eat and what chemicals/pesticides were used to grow it and the fact that
we don't always even know. I am terribly concerned about the AMOUNT of fertilizers used. Fertilizers that leach into water supplies
and create health problems. I am so grateful that some dairies refuse to use growth hormones on their cows. I look for those that say so
on the carton.

There are so many issues with these megafarms, a major one being they have no real concern for their customers or their neighbors.
Local farmers know they are part of their community and will make more thoughtful decisions about how they affect their
environment and the locals. Not to mention we have nearly lost the backbone of our culture. [ am so grateful that here in California,
our local farmers' markets have resurged and we can buy in season and support our locals.

The very greatest concern to me is that corporations like Monsanto have tried to patent seeds, making it illegal for us to save seeds and
grow plants from what we buy. How scary is it to think that eventually some corporations could control all seeds and that we might
not be allowed to grow our own food and flowers?

We deserve the freedom to grow our own and share with others, that is basic to the survival of humanity as it always has been. We
need protection from Frankenfoods and the best way to have that is for individuals to have the freedom to grow their own.

When profit is the reason to provide food, the door is open to unscrupulous activities. There are so many other reasons for looking into
this issue, just please do look at all sides.

I truly thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment and hope that finally something will be done to protect the citizens of the
world.

Sincerely,
Sandra Castro-Nguyen

, 95035



