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To: ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Comment

Leonard Jaffee

11710 SE Fuller Rd
Clackamas, OR 97222-1132

December 18, 2009

US Department of Justice

Dear US Department of Justice:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in advance of the
Department of Justice's workshops on "Agriculture and Antitrust

Enforcement Issues in Our 21st Century Economy."

As an organic consumer, [ am particularly concerned about Monsanto's
control over the seed supply.

By buying seed companies and aggressively patenting life, Monsanto has
gained control over as much as 90 percent of seed genetics. This is
anti-competitive behavior that skews markets and subjects farmers and
consumers to the unchecked power of a company that can raise prices at

will.

But, my main concern is that, while Monsanto has acquired a diverse store
of seed genetics, they are only making available a few seeds that are

genetically modified to be dependent on their chemicals.

The vast bounty of food crops that farmers have cultivated and improved
upon over the last 10,000 or so years should not be allowed to be bought
up and put out of commission by a company bent on whittling down food

varieties to a few pesticide-dependent genetically modified crops.

The most devious part of Monsanto's business model is that their
Frankenseeds can cross-pollinate with organic and traditional varieties,
destroying their unique characteristics and infecting them with
genetically engineered chemical dependence or even "Terminator” or
"Traitor" technology that renders seeds sterile, a literal death sentence
for seeds maintained through conventional breeding.

The same way we protect animal species from extinction, we should protect
plant species, especially the tens of thousands of food varieties, from

companies like Monsanto that are consciously eliminating them.

Also, GMO foods are carcinogenic, allergenic, and otherwise toxic in many
ways. See, among MANY other sources, these:



http://www.truthout.org/1215091

REPUBLISHED FROM
http://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2009/12/1 1 /une-etude-prouve-la-nocivite-pour-l-organisme-de-trois-mais-
monsanto 1279552 3244 html#ens_id=1269926

http://www.biolsci.org/vO05p0706.htm

http://www.aaemonline.org/gmopost.html

http://www.responsibletechnology.org/documentFiles/190.pdf

http://www.seedsofdeception.com/Public/AboutGeneticallyModifiedFoods/TestimonytoEPA-May2007/index.cfm

http://www.responsibletechnology .org/utility/showArticle/?objectID=212

http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle/?object]ID=2469

http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle/?objectID=174

http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle/?objectID=293

http://www.responsibletechnology.org/Public/L -tryptophan/index.cfm

http://www.responsibletechnology.org/utility/showArticle/?objectID=2554

http://www.laht.com/article.asp?Articleld=331718& Category1d=14093

http://www.organicconsumers.org/articles/article 19391.cfm

AND

http://www.seedsofdeception.com/utility/showArticle/?objectID=930

The last-preceding source is a web-site that bears 65 summaries of studies
& other evidence showing GMO health-hazards. It provides links that enable

you to march from summary to summary.

ALSO go to

http://www.responsibletechnology.org/GMFree/HealthRisks/index.cfm

and point on (do not click) the GMO Dangers tab. You will see a drop-down
list, each item of which is a hyperlink that will take you to many more

references & rivers of information.

[ urge you to include in your investigation a consideration of the
importance keeping seeds, the foundation of human life, at least in the

marketplace, if not in the public domain where they truly belong.

Sincerely,



Prof. Leonard R. Jaffee



