From: Colleen Howe <mbfarm@rockisland.com>

Sent: Monday, December 21, 2009 6:07 PM
To: ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Comments

I am writing because I am concerned about the lack of competition in agricultural markets. What is happening to farming these days is
alarming. [ am a small acreage farmer. We do everything possible to make our farm sustainable. Big corporate farms have the bottom
line as profit, there goes the soil in erosion and the water run off and the poisoning with chemicals, they don't live on the farms. We
need to know who and where food is grown and how. That is why we grow all of our fruits and vegetables, we don't trust the big boys.
I am a beekeeper and there is lots of evidence that Colony Collapse is occurring because of the over load of chemicals brought into the
hive. If we nuke our pollinators we don't eat. That seems to be a universal need.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
Colleen Howe

Colleen Howe

., 98250



