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US Department of Justice

Dear US Department of Justice:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in advance of the
Department of Justice's workshops on "Agriculture and Antitrust

Enforcement Issues in Our 21st Century Economy."

As an organic consumer, [ am particularly concerned about Monsanto's
control over the seed supply.

By buying seed companies and aggressively patenting life, Monsanto has
gained control over as much as 90 percent of seed genetics. This is
anti-competitive behavior that skews markets and subjects farmers and
consumers to the unchecked power of a company that can raise prices at

will.

But, one of my main concerns is that, while Monsanto has acquired a
diverse store of seed genetics, they are only making available a few seeds

that are genetically modified to be dependent on their chemicals.

The vast bounty of food crops that farmers have cultivated and improved
upon over the last 10,000 or so years should not be allowed to be bought
up and put out of commission by a company bent on whittling down food

varieties to a few pesticide-dependent genetically modified crops.

The most devious part of Monsanto's business model is that their
Frankenseeds can cross-pollinate with organic and traditional varieties,
destroying their unique characteristics and infecting them with
genetically engineered chemical dependence or even "Terminator” or
"Traitor" technology that renders seeds sterile, a literal death sentence
for seeds maintained through conventional breeding.

The same way we protect animal species from extinction, we should protect
plant species, especially the tens of thousands of food varieties, from

companies like Monsanto that are consciously eliminating them.

Most importantly, GMO's don't work and they are very dangerous not only to
plant life, but also to the human who consumes them. See the extensive
research of scientist Mae Wan Ho, of the Institute of Science in Society,

(among other scientists), http://www.i-sis.org.uk




According to Dr. Ho, in plant life, there are "layers of molecular
complexity that transmit, interpret and rewrite the genetic texts [3]
(Life Beyond the Central Dogma series, SiS 24). These processes are
precisely orchestrated and finely tuned by the organism as a whole, in a
highly coordinated molecular 'dance of life' that's necessary for
survival.

"In contrast, genetic engineering in the laboratory is crude, imprecise

and invasive. The rogue genes inserted into a genome to make a GMO could
land anywhere; typically in a rearranged or defective form, scrambling and
mutating the host genome, and have the tendency to move or rearrange
further once inserted, basically because they do not know the dance of

life. That's ultimately why genetic modification doesn't work and is also

dangerous."

[ urge you to please include in your investigation a consideration of the
importance of keeping seeds, the foundation of human life, at least in the
marketplace, if not in the public domain where they truly belong, and to

add your weight to the prevention of any further propagation of GMO seeds

and foods.

Sincerely,

Karen McChrystal, MA



