From: Denise Jones <daisyd65@hotmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2009 11:35 AM

To: ATR-Agricultural Workshops <agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Support Local Farmers and Sustainable Land Management!

I’'m outraged at the state of current practices by the USDA and other government bodies that make it nearly impossible
for the small local farmer to sell his/her products in a fair and equitable manner. These practices and regulations are not
based on what they should be — ensuring food safety at all levels of the food economy -- but are instead practices loaded
down in a bunch of bureaucratic red tape that favors large agribusiness while creating a nearly impossible environment for
small local enterprise to survive.

| don’t want to purchase my meat from the completely horrific, inhumane, unsustainable feedlots of today’s
agribusinesses. In fact, | WON"T purchase my meat from there. I'll become a vegetarian first. In fact, 'm on the fast track
right now to being so. In the meantime, | purchase almost exclusively from a small local farm. And if that farm wants to
cure their own bacon and sell it to me, the government shouldn’t have a damn thing to say about it other than ensuring
whatever practices the farm is using is safe for that size and type of facility...not what is reasonable for a large meat
processing facility.

Basically, to understand everything I’'m enraged about, you’d have to read several books worth to get the full picture,
including “The Omnivore’s Dilemma,” and most especially “Everything | want to do is lllegal” by Joel Salatin.

Can we just stop the ridiculous bureaucratic nightmare and get back to some common sense rules regarding food safety?
Can we allow a fair playing field for all levels of the food economy? This country can not and should not rely on nor
SUBSIDIZE these huge agribusinesses that are stripping our land of valuable topsoil at an alarming rate, killing our fish
with all their nitrogen runoff, killing millions of songbirds a year with their pesticides (songbirds that would be eating the
pests that the pesticides are in fact NOT killing because they've built up immunities), poisoning the American public with
these same pesticides and herbicides, and robbing us of essential nutrients in vegetables grown in bankrupted soil. A
vegetarian can’t even be sure they’re really a vegetarian considering that some of the GMO practices now include splicing
animal genes into their vegetable crops. What the hell? Seriously, folks, wake up and smell the ideals of a supposedly
“free” country dying on the vine!

And, while we're at it, I'm tired of hearing the government wailing about health care costs and how unhealthy Americans
are while at the same time subsidizing those same industries that are causing so many of our health woes....specifically
the meat, dairy, and corn/soybean industries. How about subsidizing small farmers growing food sustainably? It shouldn’t
cost me more money to buy an organic apple than it does to buy two quarter-pounders with cheese from McDonalds!
Oh, and can | tell you how pissed off | am about those commercials telling the American public that high fructose corn
syrup is perfectly fine to consume? May as well allow commercials that tell people it’'s perfectly fine to drink battery acid!
Nonsense, utter nonsense!

In summary, shame on the American government for how they’ve been treating our small local farmers and on allowing
the poisoning of the American people with the unhealthy, inhumane, and unsustainable practices of the current military-
industrial agribusinesses dominating our economy. | sincerely hope the US DOJ will vastly improve the situation with their
investigation and subsequent directives.

Denise Jones
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