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December 21, 2009
Mark B. Tobey 

Special Counsel for State Relations and Agriculture
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530
Dear Mr. Tobey:
As a member of Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, I am deeply concerned about the impact of concentrated agricultural markets on family farms and ranches, rural communities, and our national food security. One strange side effect of the concentration of agricultural markets has been the suppression of competition as a by-product of legislation and regulatory statutes that favor large companies. 

For example, when the nation demanded more effective oversight of meat packing plants a generation ago, regulations were put in place that created impossible overhead and "science" burdens on small operations, while large operations were easily able to absorb these plant-wide rather than "per head" costs. Within a decade, most of America's geographically diversified and competitive packing plants were gone. Similar favored market positions were offered to concentrated operations in the National Animal Identification System opposed so fiercely and universally by small operators. Through privileged exemptions and "one [huge] size fits all" regulation, the federal government has subsidized big companies at the expense of the small, individual producer. While individual producers "fail" daily, the government worries over the companies "too big to fail."
The notion of "too big to fail" is, simply put, un-American. Rural America, struggling to succeed on a tilted playing field, does not want to hear that any of its multi-national competitors for America's food dollar are "too big to fail." So were the dinosaurs. If this nation believes in the value of small business, it is long past time to demonstrate that belief with real, substantive, effective action. We look forward to working with the Department of Justice and the USDA to help inform the public and our elected leaders about this issue and to develop rules and regulations that ensure the safety of our food supply, the profitability of family agriculture, and the sustainability of our rural communities.

Sincerely,
Carl Jensen
Platte County Vice President

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

5655 S. Yosemite #400

303.752.5800
rmfu.org
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