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December 21, 2009
Mark B. Tobey 

Special Counsel for State Relations and Agriculture
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530
Dear Mr. Tobey:
As a member of Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, I am deeply concerned about the impact of concentrated agricultural markets on family farms and ranches, rural communities, and our national food security. Concentration has the opposite effect that you might expect on food costs.
As larger and larger corporations monopolize aspects of food production, prices to the consumer do not fall, and the production chains that begin on family farms generate less, not more, income for the farmer. In the meat packing industry for the last few decades, consumer prices and plant productivity have increased while farmer prices and plant employee wages have dropped. Clearly, any economies that occur as a result of concentration are reserved for the pockets of the corporate executives controlling the markets.

It is not in the consumer's or the nation's best interest for profitability to converge on individuals in a smaller and smaller number of businesses. It is small businesses, small farmers, the individuals on Main Street, who are the muscle and blood and brains of our nation, not a handful of pampered executives. We look forward to working with the Department of Justice and the USDA to help inform the public and our elected leaders about this issue and to develop rules and regulations that ensure the safety of our food supply, the profitability of family agriculture, and the sustainability of our rural communities.

Sincerely,
Barbara Marty
RMFU Board of Directors
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Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

5655 S. Yosemite #400
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