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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF FARMER COOPERATIVES


January 7, 2010

Legal Policy Section 
Antitrust Division 
U.S. Department of Justice
450 5th Street, NW, Suite 11700
Washington, DC 20001

RE:
Response to Request for Speakers on “Agriculture and Antitrust Enforcement Issues in Our 21st Century Economy,” 74 FR 43725 (08/27/2009)

To Whom It May Concern:

Members of the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives are very interested in the public workshops exploring competition issues in agriculture.  Please note that in response to the request for comments, NCFC submitted extensive written comments on the role of farmer cooperatives and the importance of the Capper-Volstead Act and other federal statues.

NCFC would like to take this opportunity to suggest speakers for the initial workshops.  
For the Iowa workshop:

· Rick Nelson, vice president of the board of GROWMARK, Inc. 
· Joe Falcone, member and president, National Grape Cooperative Association, Inc.,
and chairman of the board, Welch’s (Westfield, New York)
· Tim Grow, member and director of National Grape Cooperative Association, Inc. and director of Welch’s (Yakima, Washington)
· Glen Keppy, Iowa farmer; former board member, CHS Inc.; former Associate Administrator for Programs, USDA Farm Service Agency
For the Wisconsin workshop:
· Randy Mooney, acting chairman of the board, Dairy Farmers of America
· Bill Oemichen, President and CEO, Cooperative Network (an association of Wisconsin and Minnesota cooperative businesses)
Based on the topics outlined for the workshops, it appears that specialty crops -- a significant sector of the U.S. agriculture -- will not be addressed.  NCFC has many members involved in the specialty crop industry, including in California, the state with the largest agricultural production output in the country.  Our California members are interested in participating in the workshops and would welcome suggestions on how or when to be involved in the workshop process.  

NCFC is the national trade association representing America’s farmer cooperatives.  There are over three thousand farmer cooperatives across the United States, whose members include a majority of our nation’s two million farmers.  We appreciate the opportunity to make speaker suggestions and will provide additional names for the remaining workshops as the time approaches.  Finally, NCFC would be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding the nature and role of farmer cooperatives in American agriculture.
Sincerely,
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Charles F. Conner

President and CEO
50 F STREET, NW • SUITE 900 • WASHINGTON, DC • 20001 • 202-626-8700 • fax 202-626-8722 • Web site www.ncfc.org
Serving America’s Farmer-Owned Cooperative Businesses Since 1929


