
Dear Sirs:

I am a farmer in Ohio.  

Since the introduction of GMO corn the developers of these traits have systematically reduced the production of high yielding   non-gmo corn hybrids.  It has come to the point that they openly state that that all the best new genetics will only be available as triple stack corn.  Monsanto representatives have told us in meetings that some of the new genetics will be available only as smartstax in 3 years.  They know it is the genetics, not the traits that produce the yields.  The yield trails done by the Universities have shown us that.  It is interesting to note that the non-gmo hybrids that beat the triple stacks in 2008 are no longer available for 2010 planting.  The gmo traits are just a source to increase the profit margins and market control for themselves.  Through the control of the inbred lines they control what is produced by the independent companies to sell.  It has gotten to the point that Monsanto now tells us which inbred lines that can be cross to produce hybrids.  They are using this power to force us farmers to buy them or we will be faced with only hybrids with genetics for very low yields.  They also have forced the independent seed companies to abandon non-gmo corn if they want any traits for any crop.  Monsanto has gone as far as to tell the independent seed companies that if they want any inbred lines from the two companies Monsanto owns, they have to be over 90% gmo.  In response to this, some of the Universities are starting a commercial inbred seed company.  They do have some promising lines but there is lots of work to be complete before they are released.  And by then will there be enough truly independent seed corn companies that are not controlled by Monsanto through contracts to grow non-gmo seed for sale to farmers?  Monsanto has gotten a lot of control of independent companies through RR ready soybeans.  This has been the axe they have used to get compliance to the 90% gmo.
We are already seeing that some of the traits are beginning to fail.  Weeds are developing a tolerance to roundup.  The corn rootworm is very quickly adapting to the BT.  That is why the introduction of smartstax corn.  At the pace the trait companies are putting pressure on the small seed companies, they may not be financially viable when the rootworms are tolerant to the smartstax.  They may develop a tolerant population within five years since there are already populations tolerant to the two sets of traits being used.  We have seen the western bean cutworm start to become a problem when it was kept in check before by the spraying for corn bore.  Syngenta advertise that applying Force insecticide to triple stack corn at full rate gets a higher yield 70% of the time to pay for the cost of using it.  The question I see is, “if it pays to apply full rate of insecticide to triple stack corn, why plant it?  Why not plan non-gmo and apply the insecticide?”
I have looked at and tried gmo crops in my own test plots in the past only to find they reduced my net income.  I still get higher yields from non gmo beans and corn as well as now getting a higher price for the grain from the Japanese.  It is becoming harder to find non gmo seed corn that is not contaminated with gmo traits.  It is getting so bad that we find lots sold as non-gmo having over 35% triple stack corn in them.  This is due to sloppy seed production.  When you point out this problem they respond, “You’re getting all that gmo and not having to pay for it.”     This problem has  reached the point that I have contacted  companies in Europe that have seen what has happened here and have stated they will not go the GMO route even if it is approved, for information on their corn and a couple have emailed they will supply me with corn for a micro plot this year.  It is interesting that some of these companies use non-gmo inbred lines from Monsanto, and Syngenta to produce their seed corn.  This indicates to me that gmo here is just a way of increasing seed cost of growing the crops in the long term, not increasing yields or long term farm profits.
Let’s look at the value of each of the traits in corn.

RR I can not afford to allow weeds to get to the 4-6 inch size for RR to kill that flush.  Just one giant foxtail per square yard 6 inches tall has used 35 pounds of nitrogen, and it is not the worst weed.

Corn bore BT we have one economic outbreak of corn bore since World War 2.  It is like me buying Gulf coast Hurricane insurance in Ohio,   We have had more damage from hurricanes then corn bore.

BT for corn rootworm,  research has shown it kills less then 50% of the larvae, the rest get sick but recover and emerge two weeks later.  The ones not exposed to the BT have already mated, which leave them to mate with others that have survived and to develop a tolerant population.  This is why the smartstax corn.  This is one reason why the insecticide pays on triple stack corn.  The control of other insects and pests is the other reason.  
In soybeans it is common we need at least two in crop applications of roundup because weeds have adapted with multiple flushes as well as tolerance.  It may kill the weeds that are there, but more germinate to take their place.  I have seen fields sprayed four times with roundup that are weedier then my fields where I use preplant herbicides that have been out there for over 20 years.  One of the negatives is very little research is being done on finding new chemistry to battle the age old problem of tolerance and weed adaptation to one mode of weed control.  We saw that with the ALS over use in the 1980/90 time period and it is happening now with roundup.  

The lack of full public disclosure and lack of independent research of the safety and dietary impact of gmo crops before they are approved is alarming at the very least.  The FDA states they are assumed to be equal till proven otherwise.  But from the data the trait producers have released on the individual fatty acids in soybeans; roundup ready beans are not the same as non-gmo beans.  And is this new mix of fatty acids changing the health quality of the oil?  It was published in the British Journal of Medicine by a small university in the US that the imbalance of omega3 vs. omega6 fatty acids is a muscle and joint irritant and is a source of pain.  The non-gmo beans grown in the 1980s did not have this imbalance.  If other ongoing research proves the same thing, then soybean oil has been changed from being healthy oil to totally unhealthy oil.  This would result in a drop in use and the associated drop in price.  The impact on world farm income could cause a major financial disaster worst then the 1980s.  It is the farmer at risk, not the companies that produced the traits.  They have made their profits and will walk away from them.  Adding to this, a friend who is a senior official with a major soybean crusher has told me that the oil from roundup ready soybeans is only fit for diesel fuel.  He uses canola oil or olive oil in his household. 
The address by the CEO of Monsanto to the financial annalists each year has show that they are indeed all about market control.   They will do everything they can to get and keep that control and profits. 

Thank you for reading my short submission.  Hopefully you will investigate what I have stated here to find this is only the tip of the iceberg.  This problem is one that will destroy family farming and put our food supply at risk.

If you like to talk to me or wish more of my thoughts, please contact me.  My email address is dhiller@wcoil.com  my cell phone is 419 348 3906.  My mailing address is Daniel Hiller, 10700 CR 60, Dola, Ohio 45835


