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December 29, 2009

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION

Legal Policy Section, Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW, Suite 11700

Washington, DC 20001

RE:  Agriculture Workshops and Opportunity to Comment
The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) is writing in response to the Notice of Public Hearings and Opportunity for Comment regarding the series of public workshops to explore competition issues affecting the agricultural sector in the 21st Century.  We are pleased to see the focus on this important issue and appreciate the opportunity to comment on this workshop plans.  
NASDA represents the commissioners, secretaries and directors of agriculture in the fifty states and four territories.   Our members are elected and appointed officials who serve as advocates for American agriculture and as partners with several federal agencies in regulating and providing services to the agricultural industry.  

We are aware of the numerous issues that face our farmers and ranchers with regard to competition in the marketplace.   We would ask that the Departments of Agriculture and Justice work with the Commissioners, Secretaries or Directors of Agriculture in the states where the workshops are to be held to ensure maximum outreach to the agriculture sector in those states.

Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide input.  If our offices can be of assistance please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely, 
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Stephen Haterius

Executive Director







