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November 11, 2009

Class 1, 2, 3, 4a, and 4b Milk Hearing

HEARING TESTIMONY

Green Horizon, Inc.
Joey Mattos
Mr. Hearing Officer, members of the hearing panel:

I am Joey Mattos, president and owner of Green Horizon, Inc. a local Landscape Design, Installation and Maintenance business. I have lived and worked in the Hilmar - Turlock, CA area all of my life and have personally seen the impact and importance of the milk and dairy businesses in our community and to our businesses.
As you well know, when larger supporting businesses begin to see a loss, it not only affects them and their livelihood but all the community and businesses of which are associated with their milk and dairy business. Our business feels the affect of such cutbacks by the milk and dairy business as we are a vendor of many local dairies and we provide them services of which they have to decrease due to their businesses decrease in money received. The cost of living, supplies, gasoline, products and services of which are necessary to keep their business alive continues to raise and if they are not given fair market value for their product they produce they will fail and ultimately the community around them of which they have helped to build and support will also.  I believe that the milk and dairy producers should receive a fair share of the market milk prices as they have worked hard to produce a commodity that is so valuable in our world and in our community. They still have to abide by all the rules and regulations and pay for their own business operating expenses to ensure milk and dairy products are safe for consumers. I as a consumer of the product of this industry want this to also be a priority for you and for them.
I am a vendor that will be affected by changes to the milk and dairy business, but I am also aware of how our community will be affected. There are numerous local dairies that continually support fantastic causes such as school and church events, fundraisers for charitable causes and many others to only mention a few. Because these local dairymen and dairywomen care so much about their community, these cutbacks will drastically affect how they can provide not only monetary and goods as support but also their personal time.

I am writing this today not just for myself or my business, of which I know will be truly affected by this lack of passing on some of the fair share to our milk and dairy producers. but to also support and represent the dairywomen and dairymen of the State of California.  
Respectfully submitted,

Joey Mattos

President

Green Horizon, Inc.
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