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December 21, 2009
Mark B. Tobey 

Special Counsel for State Relations and Agriculture
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530
Dear Mr. Tobey:
As a member of Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, I am deeply concerned about the impact of concentrated agricultural markets on family farms and ranches, rural communities, and our national food security. An important element of the problem is the government's failure to execute existing laws and regulations. The Sherman Anti-Trust Law and the Federal Trade Commission Act of 1914 guarantee the consumer protection against large companies merging to create a monopolistic market. However, in the last few years  the federal government has failed to enforce those protections. 
Existing antitrust laws may address monopoly, monopsony and vertical integration in the agricultural sector, but without an executive branch exercising its constitutional obligation to enforce the law, those laws are a cynical joke on the American people. It is small businesses, small farmers, the individuals on Main Street, who are the muscle and blood and brains of our nation, not a handful of greedy, uncontrolled corporations.
We look forward to working with the Department of Justice and the USDA to help inform the public and our elected leaders about this issue and to develop rules and regulations that ensure the safety of our food supply, the profitability of family agriculture, and the sustainability of our rural communities.

Sincerely,
Harold Uhrich
Weld County President

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

5655 S. Yosemite #400

303.752.5800
rmfu.org
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
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