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December 21, 2009
Mark B. Tobey 

Special Counsel for State Relations and Agriculture
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530
Dear Mr. Tobey:
As a member of Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, I am deeply concerned about the impact of concentrated agricultural markets on family farms and ranches, rural communities, and our national food security. Food security depends upon a diversity of produce, competitive marketing, and efficient consumption. Concentrated agricultural markets put all those values in jeopardy. Corporate agriculture enforces the biological disaster of monoculture. The damage this causes has been documented, studied, and documented again for more than century. When one firm markets one (patented) strain of seed to 80% of the world's growers, then one genetic fluke – a new bacteria strain, a surge in an insect population – can wipe out an entire crop on the local, national, and possibly even global scale. Present law does not merely condone this practice, it favors it.
The consumer who can only buy a product from one company has lost personal food security. What if that company fails? What if the price doubles? On every level of our economy, the principle of competition is fundamental. Large organizations, especially if they are vertically integrated like the predatory railroad companies of the trust-busting era, can force their competitors aside with sheer size. Without competition, free-market capitalism degenerates into one-sided profits and losses that will gut the golden goose of agriculture.

Large corporations, by virtue of their ability to serve as a producer's entire market, can create enormous waste without paying financial consequences. This back-and-forth can be seen in almost every aspect of the human food cycle, from excessive fertilizer use to extravagant dumping of wasted food. A nation that wastes food endangers its citizens; John Locke made that point more than two hundred years ago.
We must not allow our food system to depend on corporations "too big to fail." When the bankruptcy of one company can rock the entire poultry industry, what is needed is not a bailout but regulations that prevent such companies from growing so bloated they cannot function with help.  Rural America, struggling to succeed on a tilted playing field, does not want to hear that any of its multi-national competitors for America's food dollar are "too big to fail." So were the dinosaurs. 
If this nation believes in the value of small business, it is long past time to demonstrate that belief with real, substantive, effective action. We look forward to working with the Department of Justice and the USDA to help inform the public and our elected leaders about this issue and to develop rules and regulations that ensure the safety of our food supply, the profitability of family agriculture, and the sustainability of our rural communities.

Sincerely,
Marsha Daughenbaugh
Northwest Colorado President
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

5655 S. Yosemite #400

303.752.5800
rmfu.org
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