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December 30, 2009

Legal Policy Section

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW, Suite 11700

Washington DC  20001

Agriculturalworkshops@usdoj.gov
Attn: DOJ & USDA

Subject:  California Agriculture

I am writing you today in response to the request for comments for the agriculture workshops that will be held throughout 2010. I know that it may seem that there are many issues facing farmers as well as consumers regarding corporate agriculture, but incorrect information has lead to false assumptions that corporations are controlling farmers while pesticides are creating a “food crisis” poisoning people daily. These assumptions are ill-informed and, moreover, false. We also believe our picture extends to California agriculture in general. Morning Star processes 30% of the country’s processing tomatoes from 150 private farmers, covering 90,000 acres over a 300 mile distance across Central California. 
Public ignorance regarding agricultural market practices have lead special interest groups to believe that farms are controlled by large corporations or publically traded companies and in turn are keeping the “local farmer” from becoming profitable. This is not the case in California. To my knowledge there are no corporations controlling the land or setting prices. All of the farms as well as the majority of the processors are family owned and operated. Information regarding agricultural business practices should be looked at empirically and discussions for regulation should be based on fact. 

Special interest groups have not only stated that corporations are controlling farming, but also that pesticide and farming practices are poisoning our bodies and environment. Organizations such as the Pesticide Action Network (PANNA) and Beyond Pesticides have set up informational websites with misguided information. Some pages allow individuals to electronically submit a form letter to the Department of Justice as topics for the workshops; however, their topics of health, sustainability and fair market practices are also not based on fact. They are calling issues with sustainability and nutrition a “food crisis.” What is a “food crises”? What triggered it and when did it begin? Moreover, the views of current farming government decision should be made based on these organizations “evidence” unless it is validated. Please review the past ten decades or two centuries to observe the food industry’s record of food safety before making any judgments. 
I am merely illustrating my concerns that faulty science leads to special interest groups; leading to public relations campaigns; many times resulting in senseless regulation. If the United States wishes to help the consumer, the first thing that should be done is to limit government regulation put on farmers, businesses and food processors and base any such regulations on fundamental, complete science; not assumptions or incomplete thoughts. Demanding customers, suppliers and employees provide the most effective regulation.   

Thank you, 
Nick Kastle
(530) 662-9866

nkastle@morningstarco.com 
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