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To Whom It May Concern:
The Iowa Soybean Association (ISA), as the largest state soybean organization in the country, just celebrated its 45th anniversary as an organization working on behalf of Iowa’s soybean farmers.  Iowa’s 45,000 soybean producers consistently lead the U.S. in soybean production and did so again in 2009. We are actively engaged in the all aspects of our industry with a particular focus on production research.

ISA has a strong and solid history of supporting efforts by the public and private sector to increase investments in soybean research and to protect these investments through strong and effective intellectual property (IP) protection including patented seed.  We have understood that firms and institutions that invest the tens and hundreds of millions of dollars necessary to bring new technology to the market place need to be rewarded for these efforts.  Our industry today is a much stronger industry because of these investments. We believe that the growth in total soybean production in the US since the mid 1990’s is a direct result of these increased investments.

One of the main goals of the Iowa Soybean Association is to stabilize and increase yield while improving production efficiency and the environment. We believe that biotechnology, built on a foundation of sound science and under the approval of regulatory agencies, has helped the industry and will continue to create innovation in 
the industry that will help us meet the world’s growing food, health and energy needs, while benefiting all the members of the production supply chain, consumers and the environment. 
Biotechnology innovation in the soybean industry has helped farmers to increase their yields, reduced fuel and pesticide use and have contributed to the overall economic output and growth of the sector.  We believe that the success that has come to the industry due to biotechnology supports future successes by allowing investments into new technologies that will ultimately benefit Iowa’s soybean farmers.  
We also support intellectual property laws that are uniform from country to country that will protect innovators but also maximize the spread of technology to communities which are in need of agricultural, technological advancements.  While we struggle to feed those in our own country, food security is a global issue.  With the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations predicting that the world will need to double its food production by 2050, innovation in the agriculture industry is more necessary than ever.
At the same time, we want to be engaged with our industry and with the appropriate government officials to ensure that our industry remains competitive.  Based on reports from several major technology companies, we know that we will soon see the release of numerous new innovations in seed technology; innovations that hold much promise in our ability to meet the challenges of a hungry world and to do so with products and solutions that improve soybean’s healthy attributes.  It is important that our industry continues to have vigorous competition in order to make sure that these innovations, and those that will follow, are allowed to enter the marketplace.  It is in the marketplace, where success or failure has been determined in the past and it is the marketplace where future product innovations will also be determined.
Sincerely,
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Delbert Christensen

President
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