
 
 
From: Terry Blain [mailto:tibla ]  
Sent: Sunday, June 10, 2012 11:07 PM 
To: Read, John 
Subject: United States v. Apple, Inc., et al., 12-cv-2826 (DLC) (SDNY). Comments on Proposed 
Final Judgment as to Defendants Hachette, HarperCollins and Simon & Schuster. 
 

John R. Read, Esq. 

Chief, Litigation III 

Antitrust Division, United States Department of Justice 

450 5th Street, NW, Suite 4000 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

 

 

Please include a reference to the litigation: 

United States v. Apple, Inc., et al., 12-cv-2826 (DLC) (SDNY). Comments on Proposed 
Final Judgment as to Defendants Hachette, HarperCollins and Simon & Schuster. 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

I have just looked up a book I want to read on Amazon and Barnes & Noble.  The 
paperback is listed as $15.00 and the ebook at $12.00.  Really? 

 

For ebooks there is no printing, storage, and shipping cost.  Why can my ebook publisher 
put up my book on Amazon, B&N, Smashwords, Apple, etc. and only charge $3.99?  
Yes, I’m not a big name, so the price might be lower than if I was Norah Roberts.  
However, the cost of putting up an ebook is the same regardless of the author. 

 

[REDACTED]



I feel that ebook prices have been artificially inflated by the publishers to subside their 
print trade.  There will always be a market for hardcover books, and many readers have a 
hard copy and an electronic copy of the same book.  But paperbacks are most likely 
going the way of the vinyl record. 

 

If an educated electorate is beneficial for a democracy, then let’s have more people 
reading ebooks at a reasonable price.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Terry Irene Blain 

 
 
 




