
Steve Lyons 
P.O. Box 1291 
Paonia, CO 81428 
April 17,2012

William H. Stallings, Chief, Transportation, Energy and Agriculture Section
Antitrust Division, U.S. Department of Justice
450 Fifth Street, N.W., Suite 8000
Washington, DC 20530
Re:Civil Action No. 12-cv-00395-RPM-MEH

Dear Chief Stallings,

I am a retired resource consultant for the Delta County Schools, Delta County, Colorado and I 
am writing to you today as a concerned citizen to ask that justice be served in the the Civil Action No.
12-cv-00395-RPM-MEH.

I ask that you reconsider the proposed settlement against SGI and Gunnison Energy. There are 
compelling reasons to do this:

• The proposed fine of $275,000 for each company, along with what they already paid for the 
leases, brings their cost up to what they would have paid if the lease sale had been fair. This 
amounts to no penalty at all. This sends the message to the companies involved that there is 
no real financial consequence to attempting to cheat the government. So why not do it? Put 
some teeth into the fine: require at least $1.6 million to. settle.

• Under the proposal, SGI and Gunnison Energy do not have to admit guilt. If they are guilty,
find them so and make them take the appropriate consequences. To not do so gives the
impression to citizens like, me that these companies, as part of the oil and gas industry, are
being given a free “get out of jail” pass as a result of their immense lobbying and what 
many consider the corruption of our judicial system to favor moneyed special interests.

• SGI and Gunnison Energy are being allowed to retain leases it appears they obtained
fraudulently. Take these leases away unless they can prove they came by them without 
breaking the law.

• When a young man named Tim DeChristopher disrupted a BLM gas lease sale out of his 
environmental concerns and for no personal or financial gain, the DOJ fined him and put 
him in prison for two years. To compare the proposed settlement with SGI/Gunnison Energy 
to what was given to Mr. DeChristopher leads me to question the DOJs deferential treatment 
of the Gas & Oil industry. I ask you to look into the case against Tim DeChristopher and 
compare it to the case against SGI and Gunnison Energy. I have attached an article on Tim 
DeChristopher and, of course, you can find out all the details of his situation easily. Please 
look into this and how it relates to the case against SGI and Gunnison Energy.

• It is quite possible that SGI and Gunnison Energy have violated the law in other gas lease 
sales. I urge you to investigate this and take action if wrong-doing is found.

Thank you for asking for public comment and taking my concerns seriously,

Steve Lyons

Sincerely,



Tim DeChristopher on trial for sabotaging oil and gas land auction I En... http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/feb/28/tiin-dechristopher..

T i m  D e C h r i s t o p h e r  o n  t r i a l  f o r  

s a b o t a g i n g  o i l  a n d  g a s  l a n d  a u c t i o n

T h e  c l i m a t e  a c t i v i s t ,  w h o  b i d  $ 1 . 7 m  f o r  l a n d  p a r c e l s  f o r  w h i c h  h e  

c o u l d  n o t  p a y ,  f a c e s  u p  t o  1 0  y e a r s  in  j a i l  if f o u n d  g u i l t y

Bibi van der Zee
guardian.co.uk, Monday 28 February 2011 08.06 EST 
Article history

Tim DeChristopher has been charged with making a false statement and violating the Federal Onshore Oil and Gas 
Leasing Reform Act. Photograph: Douglas C. Pizac/AP

T h e  t r ia l  h a s  b e g u n  o f  a  U S  a c tiv is t a c c u se d  o f  sa b o ta g in g  a n  o il a n d  g a s  la n d  a u c tio n  b y  

b id d in g  $ 1.7m  (£ 1 .0 5 m ) fo r  la n d  p a rc e ls  th a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  p a y  fo r . T im  D e C h ris to p h e r , 

w h o se  c a se  h a s  a t t r a c te d  s u p p o r t  f ro m  h ig h -p ro f i le  e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts  in c lu d in g  a c to r  

D a ry l H a n n a h  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta lis t  B ill M cK ibben , fa c e s  u p  to  10 y e a rs ' ja i l  if  fo u n d  

g u ilty .

A t a n  a u c tio n  in  U ta h  o n  19 D e c e m b e r, 2 0 0 8  -  th e  la s t  b e fo re  th e  e n d  o f  G e o rg e  B u sh 's  

t e r m  in  o ffice, a n d  s e e n  a s  a  g ift fo r  th e  o il a n d  gas in d u s tr y  - 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  a c re s  o f  la n d  

n e a r  p r is t in e  a re a s  o f  U ta h  s u c h  a s  N in e  M ile  C a n y o n  a n d  D in o s a u r  N a tio n a l M o n u m e n t 

w e re  d u e  to  b e  so ld  off.
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D e C h ris to p h e r , th e n  a  2 7 -y e a r-o ld  e c o n o m ic s  s tu d e n t  a t  U ta h , w a lk e d  in to  th e  a u c tio n  

a n d  s ig n e d  u p  a s  B id d e r  7 0 . H e  p ro c e e d e d  to  b id  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p a rc e ls , d r iv in g  u p  

p r ic e s  a n d  b u y in g  $ 1.7 m  o f  la n d  fo r  h im se lf . T h e  a u c tio n e e r s  c a lle d  a  f iv e -m in u te  b re a k , 

a n d  D e C h ris to p h e r  w a s  ta k e n  in to  cu s to d y . H e  h a s  s in c e  b e e n  c h a rg e d  w ith  tw o  
fe lo n ie s ; m a k in g  a  fa ls e  s ta te m e n t, a n d  v io la tin g  th e  F e d e ra l  O n s h o re  O il a n d  G as 

L eas in g  R e fo rm  A ct. T h e  a u c tio n  w a s  s u s p e n d e d , a n d  th e  lo ts  l a te r  w i th d ra w n  b y  

B a ra c k  O b a m a 's  in te r io r  s e c re ta ry , K e n  S a laz a r.

T h e  c a se  h a s  a t t r a c te d  s u p p o r t  f ro m  le a d in g  U S e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts . L as t y e a r  M cK ibben , 

N a sa  sc ie n tis t  J a m e s  H a n s e n , a n d  N a o m i K le in  c o -a u th o re d  a  l e t te r  c a llin g  fo r  s u p p o r t  

fo r  B id d e r  70 , a s  D e C h r is to p h e r  h a s  b e c o m e  k n o w n . A  f ilm  is  b e in g  m a d e  a b o u t  th e  case  

a n d  w ill b e  r e le a s e d  s h o r tly  a f te r  th e  v e rd ic t. A  g ro u p  c a lle d  P e a c e fu l U p ris in g  h a v e  

b e e n  o rg a n is in g  ra l l ie s  in  h is  s u p p o r t .

In  p r e - t r ia l  h e a r in g s , D e C h r is to p h e r  h a s  b e e n  f o rb id d e n  to  u s e  th e  " n e c e ss ity  d e fe n c e "  

w h ic h  w a s  u s e d  in  th e  fa m o u s  K in g sn o rth  Six t r ia l  in  th e  U K . w h e n  a  ju ry  a c q u it te d  

a c tiv is ts  o f  c a u s in g  c r im in a l d a m a g e  to  a  c o a l-p o w e r  s ta t io n  c h im n e y . T h e  d e c is io n  

m e a n s  th a t  D e C h r is to p h e r  w ill n o t  b e  p e rm i t te d  to  a rg u e  th a t  h e  w a s  a c tin g  in  o r d e r  to  

p re v e n t  g re a te r  e n v iro n m e n ta l  d a m a g e .

T h e  d e fe n c e  te a m  a lso  s o u g h t to  a rg u e  th a t  th e  ca se  is  p o lit ic a lly  m o tiv a te d , b y  

d e m o n s tra t in g  th a t  in  o th e r  c a se s  w h e re  b id d e r s  h a v e  fa ile d  to  p a y , th e y  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  

p ro s e c u te d . D e C h r is to p h e r  c la im s  th a t  a t  le a s t  25  o th e r  c a se s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p ro s e c u te d . 

T h is  a rg u m e n t w a s  a lso  b lo c k e d  b y  J u d g e  D e e  B e n so n .

D e C h ris to p h e r , r e f e r r e d  to  b y  b o th  o p p o n e n ts  a n d  s u p p o r te r s  a s  a  " m o n k e y  w re n c h e r"  

-  a  t r ib u te  to  th e  1975 E d w a rd  A bbey  n o v e l T h e  M o n k e y  W re n c h  G an g  in  w h ic h  th e  

p ro ta g o n is t  a p p o in ts  h im s e lf  p ro te c to r  o f  th e  re m a in in g  d e s e r t  re g io n s  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  

s o u th -w e s t  a n d  b e c o m e s  a  p io n e e r  in  th e  a r t  o f  "eco -tag e"  -  to ld  th e  G u a rd ia n : "I w a s  

v e ry  n e rv o u s  w h e n  I w e n t  in  to  th e  a u c tio n  b u t  w h e n  I w o n  m y  f ir s t  p a rc e l  I fe l t  to ta lly  

c a lm  a n d  p e a c e fu l. I t  f e l t  l ik e  th e  f ir s t  t im e  m y  a c tio n s  h a d  re a lly  b e e n  in  l in e  w ith  m y  

s e n tim e n t. U p  to  th a t  p o in t  I k n e w  th a t  c lim a te  c h a n g e  w a s  a  r e a l ly  h u g e  issu e , a n d  y e t 

in  r e s p o n s e  to  th a t  I  w a s  r id in g  m y  b ik e  a n d  w r itin g  le t te r s  to  C o n g ress."

T h e  tr ia l  is  s c h e d u le d  to  f in is h  o n  T h u rs d a y .

A d s  b y  G o o g l e

B a a k e n  a n d  N io b ra ra  E v e n t

K e y n o te  E x e c u tiv e s  & G e o sc ie n tis ts  R e g is te r  T o d a y  D e n v e r  CO. - M ay  14 

w w w .H a rtD U O .c o m
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