
BOARO O~ DIRECTORS 

Chairman 
STEVEN R- WOODRUFF 
Woodru~ & Howe Envircnme~tal Er.g, In
Canton, GA 

VIce Chairman 
DAVID SKINNER 
Georgia Development Authority 
Mor-roe, GA 

Treasurer 
DEAN CARTER 
The Kroger Co 
Atlanla, GA 

Secretary 
KEN MORROW 
Sed Manta Inc. 
Cartersville, GA 

Past Chairman of the Boarel 
DARVIN EASON 
Lenox Ag Services 
Lenox. GA 

Paat Chairman 01 the Boerel 
JOE TYSON 
TImberland Harveslers 
Savannah. GA 

JIMMY ADAMS 
Adams-Bnscoe Seed 
Jackson, GA 

RAYBON ANDERSON 
Bulloch Fertilizer 
Statesboro, GA 

SPENCER BLACK 
Triangle Chemical Co 
Macon. GA 

CHIP BLALOCK 
Sun belt Ag Expo 
Moultrie. GA 

COURTNEY BRINSON 
AT & T Georgia 
Albany, GA 

JIMMY CHAMPION 
Chem Nut Inc. 
Albany, GA 

WAYNE CHRISTIAN 
Christian Famity LLLP 
Dublin, GA 

BARRY CRONIC 
Columbia Farms oj Georgia Inc, 
Lavonia, GA 

STEVE CROUCH 
Newton Crouch 
Griffin.GA 

JERRY D, DAVIS 
Heart 01 Georgia Peanut and Gin Co. Inc.
Hawxinsville, GA 

MERRILL FOLSOM 
AgSouth Fe,m Credit 
Carrollton. GA 

ROY HERRINGTON 
Thompson Farm Supply 
Baxley, GA 

JIMMY HILL 
The Hill Group 
Dawsonville, GA 

TERRY HOLLIFIELD 
Georgia Crop Improvement Association 
Athens. GA 

BILL HURLEY 
John Dee.... Co. 
Conyers, GA 

WESLEY LANGDALE'1I1 
The Langdale Co. 
Valdosta, GA 

C.M. "BUDDY· LEGER 
Lege, & Son Inc. 
Cordele. GA 

JIM LOVETT 
Georgia Power Co. 
TIlton, GA 

RANDY NUCKOLLS 
McKenna, Long_& AJdrJdge 
Washington, DC 

JIM NUTT 
U.S, Ban~ 
Alpharetta. GA 

ALEC POITEVINT 
Southeastern Minerals Inc 
Bainbridge. GA 

DENNY H. ROGERS 
LL Rogers & Son, Inc 
Franklin, GA 

ANDY STANTON 
The Mansfield Group 
Manslield, GA 

RONNIE STAPP 
Pennington Seed Inc. 
Madison, GA 

GENE SUTHERLAND 
Sutherland's FoodSsfVice Inc. 
Forest Parx, GA 

BILL VERNER 
Georgia Electric Membership Corporation
Atlanta, GA 

DOYLE WELTZBARKER 
West End Milling Co. 
QUitman, GA 

Direotor Emeritus 
BILL BAISLEY 
Whiting Farms 
Daytotl, TN 

Direotor Emeritus 
LOVICK P. CORN 
WC_ Bradley Co 
Columbus. GA 

Educational liaison 
DR ROBERT N. SHULSTAD 
UnJVerslly of Georgia 
Athens. GA 

Economic Advisor 
JOHN C_ McKISSICK 
University oj Georgia 
Athens. GA 

c. 

 

 

GEORGIA 
AGRIBUSINESS 
COUNCIL 

COUNCIL MISSION: "To advance the business of agriculture through economic development. environmental stewardship and education to improve the quality of liie for ail GeQrglans-' 

December 30, 2009 

Legal Policy Section 
Antitrust Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 

450 5th Street, N.W., Suite 11700 

Washington, DC 20001 


To Whom It May Concern: 

. This letter is a comment submission for the Antitrust Division of the U.S. Department of Justice 
and the U.S. Department ofAgriculture's joint public workshop series beginning on March 12, 
2010. 

I write to you today on behalf of the more than 700 member companies ofthe Georgia 
Agribusiness Council, our State's broad based trade association for the entire food and fiber 
industry. The mission of the Council is to "advance the business ofagriculture andpromote 
environmental stewardship to enhance the quality oflife for the citizens ofGeorgia, " setting 
forth a clear message that environmental stewardship and agricultural sustainability go hand-in
haiJd. 

As you are aware, plant biotechnology has been rapidly adopted by fanners - and for good 
reason. Modifications to improve agronomic traits like herbicide tolerance and/or insect 
resistance can provide economic benefits that are increasingly difficult to find in fann 
production. Such technology has helped fanners increase yields with reduced fuel, labor, and 
pesticide inputs, thus contributing to the potential for profitability. Yet, there are still more 
advancements that can and will aide in fann productivity, such as better nutrient utilization, plant 
drought tolerance, and improved irrigation efficiency. 

It is the cost of crop inputs that ultimately drives fanners to make independent choices in 
selecting seed products that give them the greatest potential for profitability. Agricultural 
research has delivered great results over the last centul)' to provide seed varieties that will 
produce the best crops in a variety ofclimates and under numerous environmental pressures. 
Intellectual property plays a fundamental role in the promotion ofthis agricultural research and 
resulting innovation. Consistent and adequate intellectual property protection is essential to the 
ongoing development of even more sophisticated products and technologies to ensure the 
sustainability of fanners and benefit the people their productivity will nourish. 

Innovative agricultural technologies have already played a significant role to help fanners 
produce more from their land and help conserve natural resources. Stewardship and sustainability 
are of ritical importance in agriculture and it is technology that will help ensure they are 
ach·ed. Thank y. for the opportunity to comment on this vel)' important matter. 
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