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Former Medical Doctor Sentenced to 20 Years in Prison 
for Engaging in Illicit Sexual Conduct with Minors in 

Kenya

A former medical doctor was sentenced today to serve 20 years in prison for engaging in illicit sexual 
conduct with minors in Kenya.

Acting Assistant Attorney General Mythili Raman of the Justice Department’s Criminal Division, U.S. 
Attorney for the District of Columbia Ronald C. Machen Jr., and Assistant Director in Charge Valerie 
Parlave of the FBI’s Washington Field Office made the announcement.

John D. Ott, 68, pleaded guilty in May 2013 before the Honorable Reggie B. Walton in the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia to one count of engaging in illicit sexual conduct in a foreign place. 
Upon completion of his prison term, Ott will be placed on supervised release for the rest of his life. In 
addition, he will be required to register as a sex offender for the rest of his life.

According to court documents and proceedings, Ott was a former medical doctor who worked for non-
governmental organizations and hospitals in Kenya.  Court records show that Ott also started an 
orphanage in Kenya. Ott admitted that between approximately January 2004 and September 2012, he 
engaged in illicit sexual conduct in Muhuru Bay, Sori and Kendu Bay, Kenya, with at least 14 minors, 
who ranged in age from approximately nine to 17 years old when the illicit sexual conduct began.  Ott 
admitted that he frequently paid for schooling and provided other financial support, including housing, 
for minors with whom he engaged in illicit conduct.

Ott has been in federal custody since he was arrested in December 2012, following his deportation from 
Tanzania.

The investigation was conducted by the FBI’s Washington Field Office.  Significant assistance was 
provided by the Criminal Division’s Office of International Affairs as well as by personnel at the U.S. 
Embassy in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection National Targeting 
Center.

The case was prosecuted by Trial Attorney Keith A. Becker of the Criminal Division’s Child Exploitation 
and Obscenity Section (CEOS) and Assistant U.S. Attorney Ari Redbord of the District of Columbia.

This case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative, launched in May 2006 
by the Department of Justice, to combat the growing epidemic of child sexual exploitation and abuse.  
Led by U.S. Attorney’s Offices and CEOS, Project Safe Childhood marshals federal, state and local 
resources to better locate, apprehend and prosecute individuals who exploit children via the Internet, 
as well as to identify and rescue victims. For more information about Project Safe Childhood, please 
visit www.projectsafechildhood.gov.

# # #

Get a Job

Locate a Prison, Inmate, or Sex Offender

Apply for a Grant

Submit a Complaint

Report Waste, Fraud, Abuse or 
Misconduct to the Inspector General

Find Sales of Seized Property

Find Help and Information for Crime 
Victims

Register, Apply for Permits, or Request 
Records

Identify Our Most Wanted Fugitives

Find a Form

Report and Identify Missing Persons

Contact Us

Page 1 of 2USDOJ: Former Medical Doctor Sentenced to 20 Years in Prison for Engaging in Illicit S...

12/30/2013http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2013/December/13-crm-1276.html



Site Map
A to Z Index
Archive 
Accessibility
FOIA
No FEAR Act
Information Quality
Privacy Policy
Legal Policies & 
Disclaimers

For Employees 
Office of the Inspector 
General
Government 
Resources
USA.gov
BusinessUSA

ABOUT
The Attorney General
Budget & Performance
Strategic Plans

AGENCIES

BUSINESS & GRANTS
Business Opportunities
Small & Disadvantaged 
Business
Grants

RESOURCES
Forms
Publications
Case Highlights
Legislative Histories

NEWS
Justice News 
The Justice Blog
Public Schedule
Videos
Photo Gallery

CAREERS
Legal Careers
Interns, Recent Graduates, 
and Fellows
Diversity Policy
Veteran Recruitment

CONTACT

Page 2 of 2USDOJ: Former Medical Doctor Sentenced to 20 Years in Prison for Engaging in Illicit S...

12/30/2013http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2013/December/13-crm-1276.html


