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AprU 24, 1942

Yr. John Herrick
Chief I Press D1vision

Office of Faots and Figures
Washington, o. o.
Dear Sir:

This l'iUl acknowledge receipt of your letter ot

April 171 1942, addre8l5ed. to Mr. l4. E. Gilfond, Director

of Publio Relations ot this Deparbnent, which ha& been
referred to us 1 p<n-ta1ning to Rrl Elm Pound.

We are making inquiry to determin. the exact
statue of the 01tiz en ship ot this individual. in order' U'.1
determine how the tnatter should be handled. We appreciate
your Courtesy in eupplying us W1th the information enclosed with ;your letter.
r---··~~p"'·~·~::···T-:·">"7.·:;;-)
,; .. '
Respecttul..ly,
1f;;" . t '.' .. , . i .'

For the

Attorn~~~lf~ f::~~~_
I

..

DEPARTMfNT Of JUSTICE

'. APR 25 1942 ,\(M;
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'!tr. John Herrick
Cbl.e.f-' Press D1 vimon
Office of Facts and l"1.gures
~Mhington, D.. C.

Fu.l;the,r reterenee is U1ade to yow:- l.etter or April 17,
1942" a.~s.sed to ~r. M. E. GUfond, Directer of Publl.c -Riblatioua of thi8 Department and to our 1"eply of april 24,
1942, perta.itling to Dr. Ezra P0ttn4.
We are 1n. receipt o.f ini"ormat1on indieat.!ng that the
state Department reported on July 16, 19~ that jf;z,raPound
was bom in lUdl«,.-, IG.tlho. on October 30, 1S6" although he
has reIJided outaide ot the un1.ted 3ta14& nnoe. 19U.
Acoordingl.,y. he is s. ~t.ive born e1t:1ZeE1 &l1d proeeedings
to Nvoke naturaliaation will rbIl: De applicable. A rGCOrd is
being 1!1&int&ined or his case upon the pGssibility- that_
subaequ.eut.l.y it. raay 'be tC)l1Qd tn&t other action aga:1nat him
may be taken.

llespeetf'ul.JJr,

For the Attorney General

WEtroKLL BSOOE
!s8i.stant Atto-rne1' General

..'

October 1, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE
ATTOmVEY GENERAL:
There are a number of Americans
in Europe who are aiding Hitler et al
on the radio. Why should we not proceed
to indict them for treason even though
we might not be able to try them until
after the war? I understand Ezra Pound,
~t-! Ander~n and a few others are-broadcasting for Axis microphones .
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'1m: sct!:: tJiLV
~

1.46-7-5672

october 15, 1942

~<~~

l-:'I~.

M11~W BliN 001>1 Fa R THE DI RECTO R,
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Re:

~.

Ezra Pound

The above subject, an .American oitizen, has been reported

to the Criminal Division to have been broadcaating enemy propaganda.
from a Bome, Italy radio station.
I t is requested that you obtain, if pos6ible, transcripts
of his broa.dcasts and tranBmit the same to this Divi.5ion, together
wi th any information you may have regarding thi s subject.

Respectfully,

~>.'."

,,~.

WEl'{WIL BERGS

Assistant Attorney General
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October 14, 1942

.~ \-~ \\< :':,:-\ \'.\~
1.

,~. l •

Ezra Pound was born in Hailey, Idaho, on October 30, 1885. He left
the United states in February, 1911, and proceeded to Rapallo, Italy, where, with
the exception of a few side trips to other parts of EuFOpe, he has remained ever
since.
The British "Who's Wholt indicates that Ezra Pound received his Ph.B.
degree from Hamilton College, Clinton, New York, and his M.A. degree from the
University of Pennsylvania. In 1914, he married Dorothy Shakespear, poet and
composer. He has been a prolific writer and has contributed to the following
periodicals: Rassegna Monetaria, Criterion, Action, British Union QQarterly,
and Townsman. He has authored seventeen books of poems, two operas, eighteen
prose treatises and eleven translations. These include "Japanese No Dames",
"Chinese Drama", "Jefferson and/or Mussolini" (1935), and "Guide to Kultur l1
(1938). His residence in 1942 was given as via Marsallo 12/5, Rapallo, Italy,
and his son f s name was furnished as Omar Shakespear Pound.

:u

It is reported that in February, 1940, Pound began airing his alien
views and contempt for the United States over the Rome radio.

\\

On July 12, 1941, the Department of state, Washington, D. C., instructed t'l
the American Embassy in Rome, Italy, to limit the issuance of a passport to Pound !
for the return to the United states only. Some publicity allegedly appeared in
the American press indicating that Pound had expressed his desire to return to'
\.
the United States in order to collect American and British royalties on his publications.
At the present time Pound is also allegedly editing a magazine entitled
"Exile", presumably in Rome, Italy.

Ofl

The Department of State has advised confidentially of the receipt
a dispatch dated June 4, 1941, from the American Consulate C-€neral at Genoa,
('-Italy. This dispatch, in effect, stated that Pound is known to have been very
').1
pro-Fascist for a number of years and to have spoken over the Italian radio
J}.
system against the policies of the United States. Continuing, it was stated (/Q4\\·
that upon entering and leaving the Consular offices at C-€noa, he was prone to ". -. y~~
give the Fascist salute.
\ ~- ;'.. ~
A

It was also reported by the Department of State that Pound, after the
outbreak of the war, had been blasting the usual propaganda over the Italian
radio.
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Exc(;)~ Of

Broadeasts.

Rx Em. Fotmd.

July 6,1942.........*

* * 'theN

is so much that the--united

States does notknovl.Th1s war is fruit of such vast in.
oomprehenSion,' . such t&ngled ignorance, so many strains or
undoing, If'm held up in ~ by the delaying needed to
oba,nge a typing ribbOn so mueh is there that ought to be
put into YOUng An!arieals bead.

"Art,

*

*

..

*

*

*

economies i .pa:thology~you need to know more abaa.t all
of" them, need to-;~t. out of th1s war, need to stay out of
and ~nt the ~~'. one; need to change the stinJdng old
system .....

'* *"

* ,.:

J~ 10, 1942•••• ~ ..

*.h~.~!-S. n9W a new code in X~.

Study it. It is;~ttE¢ thanN4pij~t'B (lay of feudal. 1mderprivileged .demorlSti4lUon. '* it' *.~):Ougirtllot be in Url.s -.81"

am

that code ia a proof Of it.; ~ 0.£ ~t you are ~~t
mg,bnt that youdonotknow.,-au ere t~. * * iF]"n the
sllyster you are aga;nfft it, aga:h1st all ~~, ~ all
beauty. aga:1nst all work, ~ you ~t nOt· to be on 121e aide
of the shyster .. It
' .
.
.

J~

12, 1942 ••••••• No

e~rpts.

J~

13» 1942 ...... .No

QX~rpts.

Jtil,y

Apparentl1" the

14 broadcast •

.,;

..,
.~

"

BaBe

as

- 2 Wld you lmow nothlDg abotrt it. You know nothlng about the
forces that caused it. Or Tcu know ntaXt to nothing. I sm
in the agonized position at an observer- ,.,no has worked
twenty-five years to prevent it, but I'm not the only observer who has soatriven.. J:pparen,tly no man could pre-

vent it, that is, up to the pcdntthat
vented.

;.~

was not pre'

"But a belief :in destin)r doea not neoossar£q .1mPly a belief that we have no ,dut,.; that weshonld,mrt attempt to
learn; that we s~s1t 8UpiDe' before an.
evil.
Given a little morekriowledge, given "f;h$e1:fm1nation or a
small number of shysters. the war need not have happened.

",old

*

..

*

nEUrope is fighting for the good life. The Bhysters are
fjghting to pr,avent it. Even British m:.i.lwrities are
mudd1e-headed.ly gettiDg obat.1Date
some phases ot: _the
amentt1es. The- decent Englhh fjght or urge others to
fight in the name of a few amenities.
'

aver

ItI admit, that the public voice in England pretty well
kaaps off these topics, but there is a 's~, soft vague
und.er lying feeling in England that something would get lost
i f the Axis licks them. ROlf that v.i&'ir is e.n error. There
is more sense of the, good l1t"e in Italy than ~ '.Ec.£1and.
"England doesn't know it; England does not mOil the good
life :in' Italy. Ita1:ia.ns are different; they even ~itieize
one 'another. It

*

*

..

f'0r9F!ghting far the congressional systemY Flghti11g for parJ1amantary system1 I doubt
it. Democracy? Now what do you mean by democracy?
"Now what are you f:1ght1ng

lfMen~:mght, fight' fQr
O'lm greea~

not 'their'

justice. Many man right from ,~e4J
Fight t.rom 'instmct.' Well; thail-t,:s

J.redth. "

O.K.. UJ;>, to a point,. Fight tor survi~. 'rbatt',s
1lan onght to :fight for survival. And for raclslstIrvival.

, l

"But FlIl )tOll figb.t±ng for racial snrv:1vn1? I doubt :it. ~\
doubt i f youtva' got:to thinking about rac.it:l survival.. Well,.
I-~oU1d help you 1rlnrrt 'tMnk!ng ••

'*

- '*

*

'*

The English and the Americans, if' 'tbw ever fig\t to
\ survive • ..an Itlrl.1U:., have to come to :the,Enrope~ fr~t.e of
! enlightenment.,'Tbay·1dll have to fight on a basis ~
other basis have f'~ them. tot to org8irl.:Se On it basis or
It .. >It

ra.ce- ,

'*

*

'*
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July 17, 1942 ......
* "Why con:f'tl6e Jewdiocracy with d(mloc:racy"l Am. l1h:r not do- something about it~ i f you wish to

survive? Bow .I pel'8Ollally am all for survival. I sbould
like to, ~~ lj,ves to surv~ve. 'I should 11100 to see
some lIm:ldrSdi-f~canB ~presented .in Washington. I.~
:in the .Gov~j. .~ get :in the, t.bing6 they want •. ~ '* *"

20, 1942.......* '* *ttyou ought not to be 8.t 'mtr against
It.aly. Yon ottghtnot to be gi.ving, or ever to have 'given
the slightest or lJlQSt picayune aid to tJ:Ijy' man or l1e:t~
engagEKl in ~war aga:tD.st Italy. You are <J.olng it,for
the sake of a f.'alse aeeau~:t~':~;wy ~ystem. too Ollght to gq
down on your kneel'ft,and tllank G<xl for~. thank God for
an Italian possesS.ed of Med.i~ sanity. woo threw the
first ray of llght in the general~SS. 8h~a we.y to
keep you out of' hell made by false aecotmtaney- system.

.July

'*

fl* '* "*

'*

*

"

You are at war' to conceal the fact that a. lot -Of purchasing power. a lot of capital co~s frame. hope. Damn t~
hope, but dontt go '~ anti die far just being a :idiots. or
for ycmr tolerance, of be1ng run and ruled over by dllIlibheads who are pusbed on by shysters. * **u

'*

July 26, 1942••••••• u It is time
'* '* for ~ people .of
England and Alneriea "tiD understand the war profits. I;-epeat. to understand the war prof"its.. To understand t.ll&t
,they have been edged into war not to wm rtny partim11ar

war.
riOt J>rO""paitr1ots, not tor thtdr fathert's land or for
their nation,
for the
a few scatmdrels
but

profit of

and

for an enemy, an enem;y thataesires to cast down !rom thErlr
'* all the mighty:. and all' the orderlYi'~' cast down every
nati.an that exists openl.y,evm:y ga'TerniSnt that exists
openJs-, pro bono publico (phon) for the ~ople.
,-

"And the program of this e~my is lalolm,: and the a~lons of
government -I(- in ~. hantls of' the enemy, f?h01'lS 'the na~ or
~ ai:;a of the,~. ~'. 1rho1e~iey "of' ne~ness ~tt£iQ~
tioA is not lilUitarn, 't".ohe~. a1m..'1s ll(l"t to 1dn war $ but t(Llilake
peace impossible. Their aim 1s to arouse bate, because
als 1Ih1eh in their turn are·. ,to beeauaes of hate. '

repris-

\\
\

\

'*

* round to ~
*" the War film, Ita~s
I fibalJ.ygot
documentation 'Two Years of-War.... Of course, yaa. can't see
1.t. It ba;tps 0JlQ to think of tbedif;terence between a nation ~ on its fal,"lll population, its ~tural population· and g~ by'men of' the smnerac&~-to thiDk of' ~
diffeNn08 between ·them and. the nation exploited b;y USUl"Ett'8,
who are not racie..l.ly identified tdth the people they govern.It* .......

,
Novembe~

24,

~942.

MEMORANDUM FOR. THE DIlUi:C'l'OR,
Federal. Bureau of Investigation,

Re:

I

DRe E;ZRA POUND

Reference is made tolOttr memorandum of November 12, 1942,
with which you transmitted photostst;ccopies ot tenor the latest
transcripts ot radio broadc.ssts by the above subject.

It is requested that you ascertain lfhether Dr. Pound is
presently engaged in broadcasting enemy propaganda to the United
states, and that you advis·e the Crimin8.l. Diviaion whether the
FederalConmunications C~6sion haa' transcribed any of' his broadcasts other than those previouslY ·fUrnished.
If transcripts have
been made of otherbroadca:stsb,r: him. since December 8, 1941, it
is requested that they be ob~a.ined.

Res:pectf'ul.1.y-,

W~DELL BERGE,

Assistant Attcirne'1" General.

..

\f.B-SCE-RHH

Deoember 12, 1942

/

...

tqMOllAlIDUM FOR !HE FILlil

Re:

Exoerpts of Broadaa$ts
b;y Dr. Ezra Pound

January' 29. 1942 •••••

That is to say. the United States has been for months * and illegally
at Vari through ....hR.t I considered to be 'the ariminal acts of a President whose mAntal oondl tion WaS not j 80 ral' au I oould see. all that
could or should be desired of a man in 80 reapons1ble a position or
office.
He has, 80 far as the evidenoe to me ava,11ableshoved, broken his
promises to his eleotorates.
He had to llI1 Jdnd violated his oath
of office. He had to my mind violated the oath of allegiance to the
United States Gonsti tutlon whl.oh eYel1 the ordinary American 01 tizen
1e expeoted to take every time he getBa new passport. It lias obv~oual,.
a. mer~ QU8stiOnof:. hours between that day and time and the time when
the United States would be le'gall¥ at war with the ~1s.
Well, no i ther he,' nor WilU.a:m J. Bryan lived. to hear ROJlry Wallace
telling the world that there would, be no peace 'til the nations of
the world knuckled t1.nd~r and bowed down to the gold standard. Bowed
down like drunken and abJeot foolBand then let g~ld rule humanity.
To l&t all human exchange of goods be 'bottlenecked through gold. Who
\i11l ask permission from a fev blood-thirstY' ghoul orders?
And before
1'011 oan swap oheese for mutton or sor~e tor v~t. b9V dovn lUld s~
m9nopolT is God oyer all ttI.8ll.. And thIs'belng saId by a man as a rule
Baid to be or said to have been interest.ed. in fa1'1l1el"s and fa.rmers'
welfare. They laugh at all the lies we haYe hea.rd troIl!. the London
gold ring, * that 20 years/9l! 1nvasion. th&- ...
after 20 years to
ooneeal from the English p~le. that theT Were be1ng asked to go out
and die for gold. For th~ monopolT of t~e owner a , and brokers, ownera
of gold mines. brokers and Owners ot gold.

Yes.

~ knew that this was what the wa.r WaB ab~t: I knew the war ~as
about gold. usuary. and monopol,y. I sai4 a8 DlU.ah when I "'as last in
Amerioa. I then said, HIt the war 1s pustied on us." So, now, the
United. States bas got pushed out of GUNn and Wake, and ,I suppoSf) out
of the Philippines t and n 20 yeara' 'War is in prograls. Is it 'I Is
a 30 Tears' var what the ·fi.~~~i.hl~~~~~.ill do most good to
the Un! ted States of Ameri .a? [.....
F r',. I " . ' , " "
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1 think: an alliance with Stalin' n Russia. 1a rotten. I don't th1nk
the elsUl of even going through the motiona of invadl'n4; lluss1a to
~hr and kill all Bast-ern Europe i'll a necessary part of the
~8 ••

.

~

?be dA~ RHler went into Russia.. Nngl.and had. her c~ce to pullout.
She he.d. her chance to 'say let by-gones be bygones. If ;you nan stop
thU Mu!loOYito order, "'0 will let 'bygone!$' be bygones. We vill t17
to Me at least halt of your argument..
Ina-tead ot "hleh. lIan1c
·ilalL!.eeoOllleo up saying no peace t1l1 the world aceopts the gold
·~d, when 'II lfoutt '" • Does look 11ke there vaG a we.e.knau
'>1 ,,1nd in. some quartera. Whmu God .... ould destroy he first sends
(to t.he 'bu8 hOlle It) •
'~\~r,r 3, 1942 •••••

ADd a prospect. of. a. 30 ,.-ears var is not one to arO'O.la "mirth 8tld
h1larlty. even in a flighty chicken hearted and lrre~ponQ1ble people
m.eh

8.8

the Un1 ted Stat-es of .America.

A w87 to get yourselves out might be discoverable. It might be more
d1~or&blelf you first hsA a faint inkling of a cureoslt1 ~8 to
l'.ow you got yourtlelvea In. Hov voll lOU can learn Anything from the
"h&$tertJ 01 England I do not no'tt.. Bu., 1 would 1q 1 t dow as an
nx1o~ that. empires do not get. knocked a]}art frQ;.'JI. outside until theT
nr'l plUmb gone to rot in the middle.
1'h1rt,y yea.t's war. 'thirty years paradise for al"11¥ contractors. Vell
thAt mal' not be \that you. votOO :for. In faet Kr. Franklin D. Roosevelt
o"-n dostroy his •• what is called here the othel:' day-. "'rIle 1'0)" That
roll Down. On His ABsl~t." And when ;you thblk. it' ,..OU do think,
of the bIllions that havo'"ooen lended. by the Korganthau treasury
-VOl101 durlng the past nine Tears of peacetime, God. lcnova what it vl11
DO dnrln« war time. And by the end, eball ve 8a1'. ot 30 yea.".
Well, ,you are nOli in. And nobody in Europe CI.l.n get TOU out. InGPlred. shall liO anT b:- .t.he princ1:ple o>f the selt-determinaUonn of
J)ooplea, oppressed p&opleai Illuatratl:ng It-b7 the dehrmination
to keop Mr. Ai;intlUl.do Ol.lt of his native tJ.anl1a. You have chucked
our natiobal.. eul t.ural. heri tags.
Poll Ueal17 speaking. tba. t.
h.r1 tage was the de~ermlna.tion of our fat.hers to set up the North
American continent a Governme~ta better than any other. !heas detorm1nat.lons to govern ourselves lnternallT better than any other
na\1on on earth and the idea of Wauhington, Jet£erson konroe did keep
ou.t of· t-oreigIi ah1ndes. Where TOU have chu.cked that idea· for ideals.
;YOU, MY8 chuclced. it 011 t.o the dungh.eap.
And;you. haTe Insul ted. the,
1Il0llt highly tempered people on earth.

."AT

1,\

With unspeakable vulgarity. you heTa insulted the most finely
tempered people on earth. Threatened them vi th starvation.
threatening them vi th enc1rclement. and telling them they vere
too low-do'Vtlto :tight. You are at w~r for the duraUon of the
General's pleasure. You are at war for the duration of Japan's
pleasure. Nothing 1n the 'WElstern lrlorld. nothing itn. the whole of
our occident can help you to dodge that. Nothing oan help you

dodge it.
February 10. 1942 •••••
And ~heNads ha'76 worked out that f'eeling and wiped aut bad manners
in Germany. ~he ·New b~rope goes on how doing.what American democracy
in the clean aenee of that vord. sitarted doing vhen U made a Declaration of Independence but failed to define all the VO~dB used or
compromised on the wording. Struck out Je:tferson~a orlg~nal sentence
about the abolition of slavery. and for the sake of a. vote omitted
to specify that equal lUeant equal in courts of la.w.
If the U. S. is to steal and embezzle. wouldn't it be wiser to stock
to French. English and Dtltch dependencies in the Alilerlcan hemisphere?
And wouldn't i t be honester to get the same by purchase. even if' i t
meant few immediate profits to the tin. (lead) and armaments rackets?
~his war is part of a profit.
~he present plmse of that profit began
at the end of _the 17th Centu17. By 1750 a corrupt and a:va.ricious
government. in England working for British monopol1es~ was sl:m.~t1ng
down on the Pennsylvania colony's issue of money. paper money. money
issued against land. work and the indUstrious and_ sane n~.ture of the

~ennsylTania colonists.

-'Until you see this war as ah incident in a series. you· cannot understand 1\ or judge i t or qualify you.rselTes as judges of the rights
and wrongs of the present act in the st017.
I mean people are nowtryihg to prevent the war from ending.

People

have already planned for a peace like the last. a mere parenthesis.
a mere slow-up of mUnition sales" a mere dis-equ1l1brium that vill
keep the 'World on tentahooks between the end of this val" and the
start of the next one.
7ebruary 19. 1942

.....

To send the boys from Omaha to Singapore to die for British monopoly
and brutality is not the act of an American pa.tr1ot~

FebrtllU7 26. 1942 •••••

Some of the navy is gone where I dan't much help it. The arMY
can get out,.al.l right if i t stays where i t ought to be', name17
on the North American continent. 1 certainly do not want America'a
young: blood shed in an asinine attempt to wreck all European
civilization.
And the Americans. the United S~tes. having s~rted a fine government in 1776 couldn I t take hold of i t f'or A century and have now
plumb forgotten apparently that ie. ever existed.

It is to be supposed that you are all running around hot and bothered like headless chickens. no man understanding another. After
yea.rs of robbing the country, dipping into the treasury, years of
frothing at the mouth about Mussolini and Hitler, in the middle Of
January. Roosevelt COI!UH~ out wi'!~ a discourse and eve~ Single
items in it that haa a trace of sanity is initated from Mussollni
or from Hitler. After twenty years of Judaic propaganda. Lenin
and Trotsky stuff, crowding American history out of the schools,
wild inferiority hate against Europe. dear old Delano comes out
wl th a mixed bag in ""hich t\/O thirds of the program 1. s Fascist.
with, of course. the essential part missing.

Well, nov

",hat causes this?
Twenty years late. just twenty years
late as America 1s usually. Same old American time lag, leading
the world from the back seat as urrual, amid all which flurry there
is this mnch that I am sure of.
This var is ~1art of a process that
has been going on for some time and Roosevelt never lied w1t~;:
more typically Rooseveltian fluency than ",hen he bleated out his
thick blah about wanting to keep you. that is you, the American
people, and your children and your grandchildren out of the "'ar.

A clean man "'puld have been content to keep the peace in his
oltn time and trust his children to follow the example. :By continued
bosh nonsense about Europe, which his mental and ethical level is
much too lo~ to reach. he put you into war ""ith the Asia.
Why not lay a vreath on the grave of democracy? Here lies John
Jones, he is not dead. 'but sleeping. Or Here Lies Democracy_
(:By God?) before you were dea4.1 think I'd admit it.
The question Is. Utwo or three sane men In that fog of Rooseveltian
fuddlement... can they meet a.nyvhere and. cohere and clarify their .
mental perceptiond !hey should or could., could or should begin"
to wonder where the country 1s coming out. Be you headed for a '.~
cheap ten cen~ type. ~lumenstein. Zukor tawdry imitation of Nazism,
or say for the moment of Fascism. void of all vital content, and
if you mean to imitate it are you going to emulate or defy.
are going to try to have as good a brand of a corporate state
as is now provided in Europe? If not. why not7

-5-

~,40 ~<igo from here!

Thirty yoe.rs intensive production of
syU'theUo produ.cts in order to attack the Japanese colony of
K,ugtrRl.1a in 1947 or 1971. And 1n the 1nter1m~ what of your
in~ernal government!
Are YOll going to haYe any syndical organizations! Or Just Russian Ilesa andohao1l.
Just 80,.11$8 run by the
Warburgs. Shucks, 1. there any American consoiousness as distinc·\
1'rom that paper fQl'tuns end the New Yorker hyuteria. wi th any
"hat's-hia-name, WoollcOctt. ""ping into the microphone, or the
lowest C01llllOn denominator. Mr. Swing, whining into the atmosphere
that t.he AmerIcana are lnu1iliated.
Damn it. , toore lllUst 00. there must. be. there !!lUst be faces left

somewhere on the American eontln~t if a raoe that set up the United
Statea govermaent. Have they lost all sense or coherence?
Is
American luc1ditT dead?
March 2, 1942 •••••
And nov "lIank ti Wall3.ce bas showed up the Interest--gold--nothing
else un! Ung the three govertmenh of England, Russia, and the
United States of America. ~t is the 1nterest. Gold., usury. debt,
monopoly. alassintere$ta. and possibly gross ludU'ference and eont-ellp\ for btmanl ty • Now it you know anything vha.tever of modern
Europe and Ada you knOli 'thatH.l t1e1" litands tor :put ting men over
mach1nes--count1ng men first and machines second. If you don't
know that 1'Oll kn01till1~. And bqond. t.hat you. eitherknov that
you know not.hing. And beyond that you either knOli or do not that
Stalin' a regae oo~ddel"s hnma.oity as nothing save raw material,
$laying: "Deliver so many carloads o·f human materiel at consumption
point- that 1s the logical result ot materialism. If you have said
Ulat men are dIrt. t'l:mt. btuaan.1ty is mere17 material that h where you
com~outt and the old Georgian train robber Stalin b perieotl1' logical.
~If IUl things are merely materia.l. lZIan 1s m~~eri.al, and tIle flystem of
anti-JUm treats man as matter; t.reat. hill g·d.irt.

Nov your President exceede his povers in demand that you adhere
to his polUics. As commander in chief of the armJ' he Clm command
TOU to assail. enemy forces. :au t even Congre& $ 1n 1 t8 mOB t a'bJ ect
and servile raoment hns not conceded to this bloodthIrsty maniac. the
control of' your opinion. In fact, as long 8:S a.n:y lay 1s lett whzt.,tsoever in the United States, whlch nO: J'ev and n~ Roo86Telt \t111 11ke.
having left there. 'but as long AS 1 t i s lett there povsrs do not ...
inhere in officials un16S. delega.ted to tbeJll br -law. 'fhua \thon tfutt
"lying Dntchaantt tel.18 7GU that )"Ou MYe got ~ prefer :Bolshevism t~
Fasciem you ~ aU: why. You can Answer, "ho .ya ~f" and if you ., .
are more than cattle, 1::t TOU rate yourselveB above ~ws and, sheep you
will in dofense of that rating hn.ve to aGk yourself whether men are
more important than fIlp.obinery. You can ask yourselves whether you

t.

intend to be davos-lifo-long slaves, hereditary slftVes to mnch1neI7,
and \tbether you propose to sell ;your children and your ohildren
children into long-lasting al~very to usurers and to machlner.r.
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I mean you will have to make up your minds. You cannot live on
cold tion. You cannot live on airplane 'S~.e- pa-rts. You
cannot live well without laws which even the'officia1s obey~
And for however long your answer to me 1s Jim's ansyer "nobody
here in America is interested in taking things as seriously as
you do," there will nevertheless and fina1l)" come a time when
at least a fev of you w111 have to face things or die. You will
bave to think or die. It's hard choice ~or the daisy pickers,
but a real choice.- ROosevelt's gang bas got you hitched up with
Russia. Not a very good bet.

Do you b'elieve in the abcli tion of all private ownership? I III
sar you do not. You. have colluded in the old British habit of
employing the savage to vipe out the civilised rival. Your
school has been hooded. You have bad a "slow one" put over you.
Do you. believe in the homestead'f Or do you believe in communal
ownership. If you believe in the homestead, why fight for the
abolition of all private ownership. In taking sides in a quarrel
do at least try to find out what's fighting which •

.Do you stand for the,obliteration of Finland1

If not, wh7 fight
against ''1ulandl Do you stand--thos.e at you who are above the
gOose-gangster level--:do you stand for the obliteration of all
Occidental civiliza:ti<{n? If' not. why Join the An.glo-Jewish
olique which has been and still 1s out profesdv,,"y Md openly
for the obliteration of Europe. !hen(maintain) your civilization
and all of i t that you hate still got.
Do you believe in the homestettd. or in communal ownershipl A.n.d
if you do not believe in the abolition of all private ownership
and the abolition of all private initiatiVe. '!latch your Nelson.
who has already got a half-nelson on you. And if TOll got to
please old Rank Wallace, and go on ~ing all the world's gold
froll nov till the terminus of etern1tl'. you·va got a day. s work
coming with 24 hours labor and no trade union organization legally
recognized. Let's put u~ the tombstone: IIRere lies the B-hour daT'.
).ta:r-ch 6. 1942 •••••

If you are going to have Fascism. or Nazism in the United States.
Why not ask:
and learn how far they are compatible with American bab1ts, and
what is good in them. and where1n their tltrength consists, nnstead
of merely lying and cussing and trying to kill 'em. on the asSQmptlon. if you can call it by 80 mild a terM, that they are something
that they are not.
why not learn w-hat these systems of govel'nment are?
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There is .sol1etb1ng else to lay of! of .. name17. a system of lending
money to !o:re~gn na.t.~onB in order to have a wa.r 8"t'ery 19 yeara.
I suggest that you look into tha.~ s7s.tem. Your llritish allie. vere
scared that s. few rackets vere bust.1ng. They started a Val' to
uphold a state .o·f thttJgs that just vas. not upholdable. Instead
of admitUng thatthq vou1.d have \0 change i't. chB:nge~ their system,
they sts.~ted a war. and now they are singing the Internationale.
and running up. the iJt'Ckleand hsmmB1:'.
And there are a fe'll polnts. mq be three points. that I would
lfk~ to get Into )"QU,t'blnnacles;
First one: that ADlerlca. could
liavest.ayed Gut of this war; secondly. that 1f berlca had
stayed. neutral. the 'IIIat' would nov be over, and America might
have had a hand In(composlng) the difference1l. And Ameri-os.
might not have.. and the United States might not have so ~ny hush
hush agreements to 'b~. purchase, absorb such a 1.01; of (South American)
stuff she don" need and oantt use. Oornering the market 8.S usual.
but m8.7 be not on some articles YOUWal!lt to bU.7.

March 15. 1942 ••••
rour enetB7 is not Gerl,1l.~. your enemy 1:8 mone,. on loan. and it
would be 'better for you to be iniectedvi th t):p.b:u~. dysentaryand
13rlght t s Dl-sea~e t~ to 'be 1.nfectea yUh thlsbil1ldnesa .. which
prevents you from und.erstaXlding how lOU are und~m1n'ed. ho1 you are
ruined. !he big Jelll is bound tip with hi1!l loan. capital ,that :iiocne
is able to unscra1it'b''ie tpe omelet. It vould 'be better fCl"YOu to
retire wll~;:shUe,~·'a.ef;Y We,.. JeruaaJ.em.; 'better for .7\>u ,to retire
to Gloucester and find one stop that lsEngland.than to go on
fighting for Jersq· and. ignoring the prooess.

You let in the 6-" and' '\he ..Tev rotted your Empire .. aild you Y'o'\U"selvea
are· (dco~d) by' th. lev.
Ya:rch 23. 1942 .....

Can 70'11 not see that the outrage of the. Qom'bal"dmsntof Pej'ia is

but on.s of as.erles of attempts to make real :peace~ss.i'bJ.e and
to prepare for "the war after this on~'t Needless hatEr~ soYing the

seeds of hate for t-omorrow.

Does it mea:n nothing to ;you thAt by this
That on
people you said vere ;yoUr enemies? Can these things go on forever
without some sliver of lIght reaching-the :British m1n.dl ~o show the·
real. oauses of the confllctf The real forces 1n con11ic\1 Usury
against peasaAt17. usury against f'armb.nd. u.sttaTy '·aga1.nst eTery" man
whG does. a day's work .. physical or with Ms mind. as,ags;1nst on the
other alde consoienceless. conscienceless exploita.Uon; work against
monopo17; against 'bank deals andsvindles. These bank deals and
svlndles working against every ree:e in Europe that takes the responslbllitT of being a. nation. and ;l.dJnin1stering open11' as a government

war you bave inflioted more and wO'rsewoun.ds on your alliesl
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in the 618s of t.he :people. A.~n6t that Open government. any o~n
government. ~ 4re.vllJigalbuf ot a looret rule, a secret and itt&spondble rule ~hat takes no reapousibUl ty tor the welfare of races,
and a naiion. but ea\8 like a C$Uker into the heart and SOul(i o-r all
nations, eTen that • • ita oentral ltta.£f 18 composed. '

...

March 26. 1942 •••••

It is B privilege to' tight ~1llat gentlemen. an Enropea.nrad,io
seem t<J have been 9.S ready to shOlf respect to General KaeArthur
as the~ are and rightlTaa to ahoy ab$oluto and utter contempt
and loathing for the val' pro:tlteera. t>.nd the !lank of unmitigated
(nevts) and Tel'1.l11n>W'~ M.V,e~hrown the 'World into war tn hope of
8sta.blbhing a gold ruid Jaoney lending JaOnopo17. And blotUng out
the &ood life 1n fiVe continents.
Bec~1i and irreeponsibl& power. Secret and irrespons1ble po~r. A.nd tha-place
to !1ght thes& II< • Is 110t dn' the frontier, but 1nthe center of
your own nation.

'thel haTe done a thi1J :tram their lust for the

)/'

liow the war you ou.ght to," !I&b,ting 1s not 5.000 mUes outside of
Boston. Ot 5,000 m1les outside 0'£ }lev lork or even outside of San
Yranclsco. It is internal. And it' you let ,them fl11 TO\t with the
idea tllat they vl11 progress a!te~ the varia over.Alld 8. :few mUl10n
of you tinder the daisies. ¥ou ltl1l be beIng worse fools than you
ought to be. This war, this internal war, can ~o on quit.e tJ>tl vell
simultaneoU~ with General ~Artbnr ge~t1ng kIlled in a hopel&s.
:tight against Agn.lua.ldo'e successors. as he .~ after the va.r 1s
over. i f i t ever b over. ,Seeing a peace ,tor 2O~ear8 aftar
Versailles is not conducted to a.:m..oto17 of the American peOple
over the s h y s \ e r s . " "

Are you fighting for the

ttatlona~

heritage?

ror the heritage of

viadCUl, the heritB«0 of' ~a8h1ngton end. of Monroe. and o! John Adams
and Lincoln. l' SsT pm. Va 'not; You arc fighting against vl$t, a.ll
those men stood fer. and 1 t will take more brain 8 than I go1' to gEtt
you outo! i t prottilT. '

March 30. 1942 •••••
~

Rooa~velt and Ohurchill. for instance, who

Ii

and :Engl! sh in to WM'.

b9.Ye

pushed the AJnerioans

U

1s the f1+8\ :p)l.ase--throw her people lnto 'liars they cannot. win.
wa.s known
Xt.\gJ.and in 1938 that Jngland 'Would. 10so.. Damn1 t. I
was told in LonMn in, ltoveJ:Iber 1938, tht£t England vouid lose. K1l1ta17
experts said to me, 'Who sm' 8. foreigner. liVe vl11 1068 India. we w111
love all our Eastern po8.e881on.~ Well, why weren't men like that
~t

n

listened t01

in

lfbT didn't the :Brl Ush people listen to them.

the dirt off a hog's bind leg l1ke

th~

did listen to?

and not to
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Dalnn it all. eVfJr¥ man. thft\ dios in MAc:Ar\hur' 8 am. 1s uac:r1.:f'1ce<l: to
Franld'urtor t a t'ricnd. bu.t. not to win; ho 1s ther., to dea:\roy himcel:i.
they are there to d;estroy axl1' nation. one na~lOQ attar another.
~111. TOU o'beerYO \fhn.t the torcetl are thAt ahoTe nations froln one
d.la8.ster to anotMr.
'

...

lio One for tho pMt 100 yep's had dl'ea.=ed. of threatenlZ1C \he Uutten
Statu of A.zaer1Q8. yUh exth.ction. .A. damn 1'001 or a luf.lf hypnot1tuu,1
vacUUJl in our lihUe HOU1\8 thre.atened Japan with .tanaUon. ge1l\. silly
,chool-g1rl notea to MuG60lini and Hitler, thr-.tened. to starve the
world. \lLlked tOM to the Axis power. and to Japan. the vorld has
seen t.hat pro~nda emel t the .t1nk.

1 said .the ctWUG waG rot.teu an.d. 1. t vas rotten, and 1 t was known to
be rotten and it ye.s known that B08\ of tbe gold .1n Ute world i . in
the United St~tes. in the. Bl:'lt1a.h Estplre and tn, lNe1J1a.. ~.as I was
to~d in our naUo.J:U\l e~pl tal ~ attleapt to dla1nbh the the powers
of theJll tba.t hold it v1l1 moot with very· aerious rea1$te.nce. Well it
was not honest. Hubtanae.
Whoever d1ed at Pnnldrk, d1~d tor gold.. Wll.Oever V&.8 ahot at Dakar
dled 'Eor gold. '" *11ov 111 i t done? ~ho nov 18 draving p1ti¥ for d.enand.lng vigorous proeeoutlo[tof varY Vigorous prosecution. ot
Frankfarter and that his gollivog 61o~e the covers,his fingers.
~'er down lndde the much sma. Judy allow 'bOQ:t)l •. nndtha.\
(gilded god.) Franklin Delano Roouevltl t ge8tlou:i.e.tln~d shrieking.
up there 1n front to (Ustr&ot the ch,lld~enJ to get the boys into the
tranohe;, and thenth& papers, the hired presll howling that the 1ntorTent-tanhts muetn't be allowed. to take advan:tage of tho a'bysw meBS
lIlac1e 'by Root'leYeltuan4~tha.t the var ~at: 'he. pushed.

-

I

!

The plac& to dofend the Ame'l'iean heritage is on the AlJ1erlcan continent
and no man who has Sl\1' part in help1.ng i'rankllU Dela.no Roosevelt ge\
the United Staten into it bAs eno~ GfJllSe to vin nnythtng. If

Roosevelt

"'er~

not "10\1( the blolog1c.eJ. level at vhiah the eonoepi

a'

of honors entera the mmd J 'below the :Biological level
Which hl1.2rlan
oeings, can conoel.,., \he existence 01' such a tl'Wlg as. honor. the liar
would. go cmt evel' the at-epa of the .AtQerlcan capiW and comxa1t htlr1-

kari. to atone for the evil., h~ has nought. ou the Amerleeil 'P~plet
I stAT he tfonld.. go out and commit. suicide on t.ho capital steps to atone
for the wrong he

~~a

done to the American people.

April 16. 1942 •••••
For the UnUed"Stnto. to be making war on Italy and 021 Europe le
plaIn damn not\uens6. and eyary na.t1ye born Amerlean of A:.IIerlo.6n
stock DOYS that it 1a plain don-right damn nonaenae. And for this
state of things. 'Fra'fllcl.ln R.oostfYolt ill more than any ot.her .one man
responsible.

'\J.~u~t

to tako the Americen people t.o mnke at leaat. s
partial return to their senn8B. I know not, I do not. know.

How long i t is going

... ~

.:.:. J
"~""-~.
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At. first, the American peop~e were sane enougb to see that the ",ar
vas photlT. Dandg, ~land, all the rest. of it. cooked, and the
people knew it ",a~ co6ked. Second, Engl~nd·s offensive. Offensive
against neutrals and all.lse.Third, 'The Un1\ed States offellfd:vs,
offensive against Rngland~ Iceland, and V611e~ela at the cost of
losing the Philippines. Well, damn the Philippines. We promised
them independence, and the dirt in our national make-up prevent~d us
in the promise. Our conduet a8 a nation,to various islands .. let
alone the South American republic 18 not our title to glory, and
~do bas a good right to the PhilIppines. as &.rf:3' God-dam Jew
inltoosevelt's'" ..

AnThow.

one of the lies of this war is the lie about the antl~x1s
Russia is not. Britain 1 s ally but her enemy. America
lano t :D1"'1t.a1n· til ally. w\ her. enell7. '!hi s is down under theIr
skulls, dovn under their thIck. wooly hides. tlmr think they should
not be fighting the Germans. they de; not believe in »01&118\'19t8
methods. or in BolsheTist PJ"opaganda.

alliances.

Some of them. lots o~ • aAtQng them will think. on yes.· I think ve ought
to be fighting Ualy. 'rh1nk they oU&htto fight Italy because Italy
1s small· on the map. and th~ SmfIJ.l ought to be B~pped on. Tha.tls a:
l!r1t~:8h!.t.radltion. ~t they do hot thlnk thay ought to be fighting
t.hQ £rifr_ns, and" the;ya.o not want to s~e geogra.phy books with
Engl,8Jld.l s empire reduced to ljI. i'igur.es.

:aut

t.heT d(} not think they ought to be fighting the Germans.
think: it. over.

Well

Believe that if the A.m.ertcan people had been oonsul ted in 1938, 130
and '40, . 90 per cent 0-£ the Amel"lean people would have been content
to haTe the Amerioan Government trtlck to 1 ts best tred! tlon to eta,.
out.. of lnt8n1a\1onal el:dn.;.digs.
and to use the United States prestige..
. ,

AS for the· English. nine ot f.htt- out of 10 do not believe t.hs,.. ough\ ..
t.o 'b.e f1ght;1ng Germans. 1 repeat. the English. 9 out of 10 do not '. . "., .....
balleTe the,.. o\lght to be iitghtint; the Germans .. and. that goes a lQ.n~
)fq to explain why a. lo~ of' them don t t seem anxious to dO 1 t. And
they don't like thelr-'empire being ruined. they dontt want their
lsland 1nva4.ed. but 9 out of' 10 of' them, do not believe :they ought
to be flght.ing Germans ~
April 20. 1942 ••• ,.....

Xollldn t t England..: baYe done better *into a.n alliance wl th J span l"a~he:r
than ..... '" to name'" Hong Kong 8lld Rangoon. an all1ancevith Germanyrather than "With a paralytic Je"W in :France?
Would England to~ be a
hrighter and. happier country, instead of dropping some old naV8l
bases and stations int.o Frank (Rougenstetn'a) pocket1
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lih.a.t blooq ohance has the atray men, the English. in old-style aocalled. democratic o:rganbatlon in cOlllpruoia.oft to wbat he hu 1n the
corporate STat- embodied 67s1tem1 Eve17 peasant 1n Italy knovs wb7

he OM go andldck it fJomething (state) doeBli.t suit him and W'.0r0td.
the)" do kick. ooutlmes in the moat s11lyzasnner. • .....*Ualfn.Jl ..
ind1vlduali8lll. dOYelopmcnto:f the personallt)". reads to' the point of'
e~t1on, btlt it enlightened tho world •.

Noth1ng leas than the ~8.sQlst _7ateJl would _.ep these peop~e t.oge~ther.
Som& of the kicking ba,lml.ese. but the best of . it keeps- the thing
moTing tonmrd. the masa of i t keepa''the ihlDt. moving forward.

!he American q&tem 'Was good tor 80 "ears. at~r which it was bet.ra,.ed and defiled at the center and the ouilTing part$ grew steadlll'
le8s et'fie1el1t. and still l d 8 efficient. 1 would like to aee-fil,
11ttlo blood or oxy~n infuaed bn.ck into her. • ..... An7how. wha;tever
kind of a ae. . Tou are In. in America., with 70ltt tams mort~ed
(to milk t:rn8t'$1). »ngland ia tn· a worse m&S8.
April 30-. 1942 ...... .
SQ~Ct~1JIleliJ.

the Anglo-S$Xons 18fl7 a.wake W 1fhe .1aot tha.~ the JevlBh
(cahowa)"ihe lecret forcee eoncentl'&ted Ql" brought to focus in the
unapPetblng (carc.&se) of Franklin D. RooGm'elt.do nQ\ S3ho'fe Aryan
or non-T1dd1ah na.tions into varin order .that those said nations 'f1Jq
w1n the war. ichs non-J'ew nations are 6h~~!1:.Jnto vnr,ln order to
d.8~r07 t~mae1ve#. to breakup their 81~~&. to destroy their
social orde~t to deutro7 their population •

. ~ 4, 1942 •• ~.~~
~ kike is all out

tor all poyer.

!lhe kike. and the\1n~1:~1gated evil

London Bince the :British Gov,:E,i'tnment se~ on
the ~Red Ind.ianeio l(I,Urd.er the qerlean frontier.. $ettlsl"B. and~rled.
the *. the. mongola. ·the tarter ope,nlraga1na' Germany and Pol.and 'ina
.i'1nland and eecntelyagalnst' ell '" t~t 18a.ec~'Il· tn Al!ierical against
the total American herl~e.

that haa

be:()n4~~ered.,ln

Ka7 10. 1942 ••••••
ltezqs \lw.t ~le.nd' 8 position a.t the peace conferenoe ...,111 be precax'lous. 1'11. $~ it \.fill lle precarious, JuBt as preoariouB as Germah,was at VersA1l1~s, "lth this difference.
'that the next peaoe ~1l1 not
be made by fi pa.ir of ldkes. one on each 131d.e ot' the table. or atandin,;
'behlnd the stuffed. shirt a who represent them in front of the public.
Anci t.he 'b:~uJ:lc a1m o£ the peace will not "be Versailles' bas1oa.im:
name11. \0 prepare the next war.

-

..... c " , -

'l'hat's wbat Versailles was aimed at • ..,ith its da~rs and cross
lines. it9 (Skodans) its synthetic state. lts gun factories (stnck)
pod t ions of danger. run wIth Jev money. run on loans. baaed on
money sweated out of' Ayran people, sweated out of the; farm laborers
and industrial working trIen. The next paaee wl11 not b:e ba~ed on
international lending. Get that £or one. The next peace ..,il1 not
be based on international. lending, and England will c.ertainly bave
nothiD.i; whatever to say about what its terms are. Neither. I thiIik.
w111 eilllp1e"',U~art:~~ Joe Stalin, not vhol.17 trusted ~ the kikery
which 1s b1s'master.
~~:":..

,'."\' \

w~

have you got where you are. and. where are youl You. are down.
down. dawn, dow, dow. down. Filth and dung o:t hur4..'Ulity.You
are dovn under ~lslQr and !.d. tvinoY. ant!. 1£ bnma.n degrada.tion can
sho.., anything lower, go letit. Look at yo-a.r masters' ~a.ces. How
dld they get there.?
.
nay 18. 1942

......

Not having rea.d the English version of NeinX:amp:f'. I vil1 not discuss
it. This book va.s translated into ItaJ.ian and printed in l.933 and
• • • published the second hSlf first so that It.alian pttblle had a
eru...nee to get the ptp,gram clear and at the start. And I affirm that
there has been for i~ars. has been the most goddaJmedlgn.orance and
misapprehension of that program in England and, America. I. myself.
had onl1' a vague idea. I was not intent on G-ermany. I had myjo'b
with my writing and my recording in lta1,.. trying to get things
6 traight.
I could see it was' good here in 1"17. t said it wa.s the
one inch of solId ground vhere a man eouid see atraight and wi te 1 t ,
could 'buck the Inte~atlona1 mone,. swine and not d1sappear altogether.
Hitler in 1942. sa.id tb.a.t Gerl'l'l8ll1 ought to see Italy, see Italy
Fascist Italy 8,& the one ra7 of 11ght~ in aworl.d that was going to
senset. u1nk1ng. Just as I saw it as onelnch Of solid apace ..
Well. the Fuebrer. Adolph Ritler. he did llometh1ng {about) it, whUe
I Wa9 listening and looking. ~ere are dIfferent degr,ees of effleleno7_
Row ~hat. where and are the three planks of the Ritler
program as eet forth 1n the opening of La Hie. Batt.al.ia? the I ta11an
translat10n of th~ second half of Meln Kampf. Well the first one
1s'" • hE)8.1th of' a. race. Now everr Amerlean or Englander of my
generation or \.hat betore or after my generation knew and knows that
we "'ere up against a problem of be 'Slave or go free.
Arrt man not
born rich in ~r. tl~e, he had to mate late. breed late and breed tew
or abe go into s1ave17.
That is. point one of' the Nad program. llreed good and pl"eserve the
race. the 'breed thorough. thAt 1s for thoroughbreds. conserve the
best of the race. conserve the best elements, that mean a eugenics as

opposed to race suicide and it did not and does not please the
narrow minded Jews who want to kill off all other races whom they
cannot S'\l.bst.i tu\e anddr1v.e down the race into wage slavery or
Soviet slavery under the goddamned kikes. K1kes 'to be staffed by
a bevy of Churchills and Edens and Stafford Crippses~
SecondlY'. what i13 the seoond point of the Hitler programl Personal
responsibility. a political system in 'Which he can't pass the buek
verr unpleasant for hired member of parliament. * Jews, butter and
eggs men. (fakers) 1:ike Wendell WHlkie a.ndJt. P. I 8. and cOUgressmen
financed by Jevs put into the iegialature to defraud the people in
(lien) of interest and get there by bank money.
And the third point wall the study of history. '>fell t now ",hat program.
what -program. did~t qon.tre.d1ctt I ask you. If you ar-e 8U.ch low
down and golda:rn.ed su.ck:ers or such :British blockheads or such ~
fathomable irredeema.'ble ignor8lllai as to now know vha.t program thi's
contradiots. then there lanot e. great deal of hope for yOl:J..:r p'Qste-ri ty. I may tell you some day' where the opposing program is :r~d~
if you are too weak-kneed and puny to trace it and when you or if
you do trace it. ;you Jna.ysee wby 'he smokescreen wa.serec.ted and w117
people began to Bee evil in Hitler. As to who ~ thinks evil
agglne\ 111 Her. we may some day' go into that alsO'.
M~

21. 1942 •••••••

lou don't yet knO.ll wbat Ritler has written, or what Mussol1ni bas
written. You won'-t.read the yorks of the men who Ilmde the American
nation. You don't
norace l s 1fvoNatlons. Well, d8l!Ul you, read.
Oummin~~ if you venit read Brooks Adams. or bet.t'ar read both of 1:hem.
and trrihto find ou.t what bas been done to you. and what is 'be1ng
done to~,tyoum eonauctveto material spirt tual. and intelleotu.al min.

:r-eaa

May 24. 1942 •••••••

/

You have !Curs'ed.;,SV.~{'i1'ed about FasQism. and nov in the mcments o~
trial you b()aat and ina 'few' thingi;J yo-a.8ay- w1tha olear Teiee 8nd
conviction are 'FaBel.lit.

-

All on this Une yoU: take oveX' one :Fa.scist measure after anothe-r.
Then you pretend that your quarrel w1 th 'Europe is only with regimes t
and not' with the total PQpu.lation of Europe. You are lnt.elleotuall;r
dishonest in your re:f\is!ll to -recognize the great gifts which Rome tor
centuries has giveth and which Germany since the days of (Horine) has
given to England. '

Yon call>f'G the bloody lhlsairo1 smge:s to smash the whol'e of Eu:ropean
ei-vl1izatlon. and you get out the pig end and laced it and boasted or
how mTich Europe is to be In"~pft. in the smashillg.

.!

;

I
i
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The very ruune trust. uea.nlng in current terms monopoly. is an Ullconsoiolls assertion of 1moeo111 ty and pretentiousness. YOll probablT
t.hink rou M.ve a monopoly. You most certa.inly baTe not. You an so
purse proUd, and vha't 18 worae head proud, that 70U see no intellect
ouhid-e the circlea ot your own interest, and you will W torU.
You v111 pa:r tor TOur high horse 8.ssumpUon, as there 1.0 Justice 01;:'
8,S in the physical. vorld there 19 a law of reaction 1n. thenat10n 18:
tlOt1on. You have oyen.re8lled.

Your Gerun, nnti-GerMn propaganda. 1s f40stl)" mean innuendo. ltalT
bas had 80 mu.ch ot' that from TOU tbat this conduct ot yours ra.ther
strengthens \he Axia bonds. ~oo many nations have had the same
t~eatment from England not to reoognize the symptoms.
Bu.t 8. ....ar1 table fr1& panning of races are needed, to make 70\1 ~gl1eh
understand that there ls, nf..J...~ ~ 121ace wled. ~l"9l>!!. -~ o9nUnen!.
and. that you ove BOIIeth1ng to European clvllbation,-. vastl1 mere than
you ove to the Yar'bl1g11, and tber holders of England t s Israels 1.0 .U' 8.

°

And that debt. that intellectual debt tou MVB no intentiQn to recoglUlEe. In fact. yon have called in the bloody baboons fr.om Urals to
beat up and if pos1Jible to kill off ~our c red! tora, and the credl tor
is objecUve and has a bloody good right to obJeot, and no e.aount of
treely ,polten objections on 1'011r part, f:reeq opeMd into and
flkillfully and on 20' wave lengths thnnderouBly omml tted all the known
langQ8ges of the five oontinents are going tc 'break dovn the 'basie
case against England.

ItO."

You set l1p a Jew government in Gemany and the Germans bad. to ~t rid

of 1t or dle. You behaVed with crass lnjustlc$ to Italy and '.118
l~ians woke up &11d nacted. until I hefU' 1~ hOm 1q 'best tempered
friend on a tennis coq.
"
I take i t that \he Du.ce has seen more rough stuff in hiB timethBn
1 have. 'but I think (lUG thing in Ms lat.er lU'e !laB 8UrJ}1!lsed him •.
and that was the sheer seltlnbnoaa and lIleannea1J of llnglaiUl ..... •
Not one qllable rul18 come out of England during the past. two reara ,or three years to show that England hail o1i.e 10ta of consoiousness. and
that hwrIan beings can be ather ths.n Engltsh. tha\ there ~~e hwnan
beinge in Europe, endoved bT na~ure 'WUh r1ghtaeq't1Bl to those of 8QZl8
bwlt&:n beings.
hgland helped protract the civil ..,ar in America. ·~~U the tWu~h wa..
crushed and the"Untted States never ncovered, exc~:pt on th6 plane
of Jl18.te1"1al. produc\u. Ifhe United Sta.tes neTer gO\ 'back \0 the level
o.t economic justice, 'abe had kept on :f'lght1ng for u,p until the 01v11
Wa1",. 'lhe dOCUll1enta were raielald or hldden. It 1a onl.T recently
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that \Ie have began to ge.t the facts ••• Facts of the great betraral..
a 8~tt-out to London Jev;y. And if you think "TOll are plQ'"iI18 for
your sins, look to the contra,ve.real government now in t'unctlon.
As the United States vas eold to your Jew •• you are now in the
process of being a.uctioned. to heirs of the same bus1n~l1ila houses
oro! the 88ll1e u~ sy:atem. Off'ices are now in liev York.
May 26., 1942 ••••

\

And every hour that ;YOll goon with this 'War 19 an hour lost to you
and your children. And eveq Bane act you eOlllmi t is commi. tted in
homage t.o Musso1inl and Hitler. l?l;lery retorm, every lurch -towards
the just pr1ce. toward the CQutrol of a market is an act of' homage
to Mu.ssollni and Hi tler.
~e7 are 70ur leaders t however :qtUch ,¥OU
think you are conductedby' RQoseve1t Gr <told) up by Ch~chill. You
follow Mussolini and 1I1t1er in every constructive act of your govern-

ment.

--

Hay 31, 1942 ••••••
tou possibly cannot. breed h'ulIlan beings 11lce cattle, but 1'ou can. or
could at least spend as wchhn.man intelllgenceon the problems of
human breeding a.s you. do on breeding.cattle or whippets.. .And on
that basiS. Hitler is al..80 your leader. Two bas-1,,:f'acts wer announee'd
in Europe on the continent.:~:
"

Musso1ini has su:mnt6¢ up in the consigner <>f recent yearl)" orders of
the Fa.scist Pa.rty for the 7~r liof the present regime or era. a.a
follows: Discipline theeeonomlc torces and equip them to the neetls '
of the nation. !hat ~ua.re learning. Rltler' 8 1)adc text you are
still dodgiD€.
1 ma:y be late in ~el.llng1Ou all this now, but I a.t lea&,t saw -&~me
thing about the UmelU.tler Sae it a.long 1923-;M. Hitler pu.t 1~,~'
Main Kampf .that there vaaone wq of U ..ght in the world moving towards
Inlnset. and that "'as~solW~a regine in Italy.

And that being SOtll ;,you witb lOur cheaUng and with your Geneva. ana
sanct10ne set out to crush 1t 1n the serndG ~ Jewry. Thoush )'"OU. do
not even yet; know this. and 70U have not digest'ed th~ proposals or
instructions of Jevr'T. and you bave not understood Fa.scism or Nazism
for that matter.
Instead of con~entra'Ung on the 'breeding of better race. 1QU. waded
in the fl1 th JIlasters. and the dirtier portions of Freudbm. w1 th
banners flying. All 'Tour vit and wisdom was spent on lI1Onopollztng. '.,
spend on avoidi~ the basic isnes,. And if' Mus801int stands 1:or

,I
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:. ~1,

social Justice, for breaking the usurers 'bondage, the Nazi revolutions vas based on breed. :Based on sane breeding, and on this basi.
~rmany aro se from her sepulchre.
'"
~

:Believe)!"Ou lIle, Europe will not go
back down under the usury system, the dent s78ten. -and neither vill
the people of Englsndonce they flndollt:;~tit 1s and once the Jell
center shifts out of' London into the New Y4r"k or New Jerusalem fam117.

:But one

thing Jllltell TOu.

Andfihe melting pot in America - 7 have been a. noble experiment,
though I very much doubt it. At any rate. it 1s lost.
June 4, 1942 ••••••

You ought not to be in this

war; the United States ought not to

be

in-this war.
June 8, 1942.

....

If I go on pounding from day to day-every dq and in every way. I
will finally tea.ch you kids why you got dragged into this war, if
you survhe it. ~;;)Then you knOll that youw1l1 know more than your
fa.therselid by the alia: oftha la.st one. that is more than most of
them 6ver discovered. I've got to go back and go over and over the
same 11 ttle table of fa.cts t the same 11t;\;le table put in the !,- clearl)t'.
This war started in 1596 (1494) when Mr. Peterson got the idea. for
t.he :Bank o"f Jilngland;:

Youboya vill have to live a long Ut>\e and t18ht like hell a.nd fight
soll1et.hing nearer home than the Philippines to get. it. You will
~ve to "fight 1n your home and··· to get that blessing and I saggest
you- start right in tomorrov Jnot'lling if not now at once when I get
to the end ot this discourse" The greate",t blessing they ever hacl;
theIr own people to pay '\heir own dents~
When .1 think of the interest ;you b076 v111 be asked to :pay -on a
1000 b1llion dollars of debts":,,, .if 70\1 don't get lnl$Y and bust the
big syste:to--Jew qstem.. Rothschild. Morganthan anU-I.incoln system,
well my heart 'etQes not bleed for l'lf¥ countxy I voul.d rather have my
nead work for lq country. If you cq,n.t t or vonlt think of the cause
of ;your misery. If '-his eon..d.uc8ment to ,d.avery of your children
for ten generation-l:f you von' t thi.uk of 1 t--God help you.

You are in for billions o;! debts and TaU have not got ;rout" OYm -people
to pay 1 t. .And most of' you. have not the groggiest idea of Lincoln *
you don'\ know what he meant by it. Here are ignorance of coin,
credit and circulation, sald John Adams 80 years before Linooln.
Ignorance and of course greed--- greed 1s your ruin.
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June 25, 1942 • • • • •
Same ol.d storr-grand dukes betraying Russia; French nobles sellIng
out France. British nobllity utterly vonn-beaten by ~eed. Andnow
the old Un! ted States dying otf 80 years after the sell.~out to
Roth.schild. Eighty 7ears of usury taken; 80 years of grOveling 'before wealth; being ready to acoept pay w1thout 6verth1nking what
Oa.u.aes 1t. DBlnn all. I seem to be getting moral.
W~ll. ",hat about
1tl Be iJclentltlc.How muoh poison can the national body standt
That question can be put soientifically, Just as well as putting it
in an (aud1tory) form or asking what 1s nice and what aught a decent
man dol No one will do anything worth doing until some sense of •
enters ala 8~tem. Profit motive is silly. in the sense that 1t ultimatell killa the good 111'~. l!l8kee the mare go. yes, makes the bre go.
money makes the mare go. and then Bome daJ" Bomebod7 wakes up orazy.
And that takes just a. long enough so nobody notices what·is going on;
suddenly yake up and find American abundallce has been chucked out of
the window; the billion here. ten billion there. and that-ease has
departed. And (sailors) don't care.
My t1ll1e is about up for this session. And of course. you ought not.
be in this war, even to cover up the gross failure of the §dministration to govern the United States. let alone flx1ngup the affairs of
Europe and Asia.

June 28.. 1942 • •

..

You are not going to win this war. None of our best minds ever thought
you could win it. You. have never had. a chance in this -war. You had
a chance poss1bl;y or at lea.st i t might at some time bave appeared. and.
in fact 1t. a.ppeared that you had a chanoe for a :Beau Gest. for eo vindica~Jon of national honor by- going through a set of' be111cose moUo.ns
and sacrificing a reasonab1e number of men. {Emulation) of v1ctira&
as at onament not for a crime of your empire. but for the imbeCilities
of a rullng gang.
An elderl,y :En&llsh colonel of my acquaintance volunteered to participate in the defense of • by air for example. Bnt that was not in the
plans of Tour owners, noth1ng but. a procrasted var w1 th and maxinmu
of' profits on debt and gun sales suited your rulers. I don't mean
your a.cknowl.edged rulers; I mean the creditors of your bullies and
puppet (jays). the men back of the puppet show. And nothing hall contended them. save the most ignominious ·of a grea.t empIre whioh
hi 8tO%7' throws u'!> on the screen of my me~. Ifoo ma.IlJ' ot these
ignominious aims. M7 studies have not bcetl ~f1cien.\1T extensive
to ens.ble me to recal.l them. Never haTe so many al11811 been l.et dovn
by any- one emp1re1 ~cver have attacbs on late allies been so not01'10U8
a.nd never has the pla.y of a half wit been more flagrant than the acta
of your Qstenslble government.

_,f

f

0'

~e sheer

imbeoility. all G~e,r lm'beQll,ltT burst. the pellcy agaUiat
1\8017. Than tha~ in ente~ a war ~n Japan ......... You and the '
Am~ rlca.n people haVel iJ;ldeedaneneJZ!l',. ~~,: ,the enemy- vaen I t on board
that torpedo boat. The:$ll~2DT i8 greed. ."'.aiU1oe.,, uSUl'T" 1'alB1floation "incarna.te lnthegr.~l' of unplea"~~Par.9n,B.. ... ..... TOll t.vent7f1ve y-earait has beenapJ;iarent .. and ~:~ei,~aTPlent7 of Europeans
tl8.V 1t before then.
ltbali been a:ppa.rDti:~'~ba\:~:~h,vo,rld could only
be saTe.a By a conaplra.cl0fin~ell1gen.t ~:ilen.. and., that; the;y :would bave
to conspire agalnst theth1ef:s..Mortimns &.l.ld the OoldscWdts.. together
vi th the minor 11ce over in Patois. the ~val2~~e Mandels and the
rest of them. And your tQlera.ted writers.. 7our'llalf-vltted sooialists.

your publicists. your Garvlns. Reaverbrooks and the rest of them did
no t join su,ch a con.p1~aeT. You are ba.rkl~g up the wrong tree and your
(1)1 te) has not proved. very Juio," no t if meaa~ed 'by .Ax1 s and hi-part.1 te
standards.,

~"
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Re:

Proposed Indictments for Treason of
the Following American Citizens
Broadcasting Enemy Propaganda from
Axis C~tries to the United States

Fred W. Kaltenbach

Edward Leo Delaney, with aliases

(146-28-237)

(146-28-240)

Constance Drexel

Jane

(146-28:-229)

(146-28-233)

Robert H. Best

Dr. Ezra Pound

(i46-28-248)

(146-7-3672)

Anderson~

with aliases

Douglas Chandler

(146-28-232)
The~'above persons have for some time been broadcasting enemy'propaganda
to the United States from Berlin, GermrulY, and Rome, Italy. A study of the
transcripts of their broadcasts, together with surrounding circumstances~
l'eads to the conclusion that if their activities are considered of sufficient
importance to warrant action by this Department, they may properly be deemed
treason vdthin the meaning of Title 18, U.S.C., Section 1. But custody of
these individuals cannot be obtained at the present time, and probably not
until after the war. Whether or not indictment at this time would be an idle
gesture vdll depend upon the outcome of the war.

If the utterances in question, seditious though they appear to be~ were
divorced from the context of circumstances under which they were broadcast,
there would be a real question whether they constituted overt'acts of adherence to ;t:.he - enemy and giving him aid and comfort of the kind and to the extent
required by our law of treason. But these individuals have chosen to remain
in Germany and Italy during the present hostilities, and to work as willing
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hired hands for and unger the supervision of those enemy governments. The
work involved is the dissemination of officially sponsored ptopaganda generally understood to be regarded by the enemy as a -weapon of primary importance
-in waging total war.
-_~ew concepts and practices in the waging of war
must be taken into account in weighing the meaning of adherence to the enemy
and giving him aid and comfort. Here the adherence, aid and com:fort, consist in joining in person, and working for, not the enemy army, but another
branch of the enemy government .Vhich is utilized- as an instrument of warfare.
The aid consists not in bearing arms, nor in supplying military needs or
information, but in supplying propaganda scripts and broadcasting services.
On these faQts the activities of the individuals in question may thus be
distinguished from the precedents dealing with "mere utterances" and from
that class of cases customarily dealt ~~th under sedition and espionage acts,
if at all.
For the purpose of facilitating proof, the District of Maryland VTould
be the most appropriate venue, but indictments could validly be obtained in
any district ~nere the broadcasts were received.
The background of the individuals and the character of their broadcasts
are summarized in the Appendix to this memorandum. It is enough at this
point for purposes of the legal discussion to say that their utterances are
extremely seditious in character, and are broadcast from Berlin and Rome for
reception in this country.
Several questions of law "Mch occur in connection 'Irith -the contemplated
treason indictment are discussed below.

1.

ApplicatJ.on of the Clause "Adhering to
their Enemies , Giving Them Aid and
Comfort."

The theory of a treason prosecution, of course, would be that the
persons named have committed treason in adhering to the enemy, giving him
aid and comfort. Among- the acts ~nich have been regarded as adherence is
joining the enemy, which h~s been deemed lithe most flagrant instance of the
crime of treason, and nothing except the fear of death can excuse it.1I
(Warren, VVhat is Giving Aid and Comfort to the Enemy? (1918) 27 Yale L. J.
331; 336). - This has been held to mean enlisting in the armed forces of the
enemy (Respublica v. McCarty, _2 Dall. 86 (U.S. 1781)), though adherence "is
capable of, and in general has received a broad interpretation" (May's
.
Criminal Lavf (4th Ed. 1938) 98). The doctrine suffers no distortion if
"actually joining the enemy in person ll (Chafee, Free Speech in the United
states (1941) 260) is construed to include the acts of joining and rendering
service to a branch of an enemy government other than its army. (See Warren,
supra at 336; Medway v. U.S., 6 ct. Cl. 421 (1870). There is authority for
the proposition that merely going abr:oad with intent to adhere to the enemy
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renders him aid and c(Hn.fort, and is itself a treasonable act~ (McKinney,
Treason under the Constitution of the United States (1918) 12 Ill. L. Rev.
-381,. and cases cited at 395 et seq.).
There is some confusion in the authorities as to whether utterances
can ever constitute treason. A reading of the transcripts of the broadcasts indicates that the aid rendered to the enemy is indirect, intangible
and intended to create a body of opinion opposed to the continuance of the
war. Chafee makes the point that words may in certain cases amount to such
acts as will lIaid or comfortll the enemy, but these are limited to such
instances as communicating military- information to the enemy. It is pointed
out that telling citizens that they should stop fighting can be at most
sedition, if the words in fact create disaffection. The oral communication
of military information to the enemy is language which "has all the qualities
of action because it furnishes the enemy with something which he can use, 11
and it is treason equally to give the enemy a gun with which to batter a fort,
or a description of that fort. Giving aid or comfort has always had, according to Chafee, and the cases seem to bear him out, a restricted and technical
meaning which has never been regarded as synonomous with guilt under the
sedition or espionage acts (Chafee, Free Speech in the United States, 1941,
pp. 259, 260).
Our courts have often said that adherence to the enemy by words only
is an offense quite distinct from treason (United States v. Wimmer, 264 Fed.
11 (C.C.A. 6th, 1920). This position, however, is challenged in two articles
which claim that words may constitute treason. In one, McKinney holds that
the often stated rule, that mere words are not treason is an outgrowth of
the harsh cases under the doctrine of encompassing the death of the King
under th~_Treason Act of 1351 (25 Edward III) • (McKinney, supra.)
In the
other, Warren holds that treason encompasses advising and persuading others
to give aid and comfort to the enemy. This statement he supports with the
case of Rex v. Casement, (1917) 1 K.B. 98).* Warren also lists as overt
acts of treason those which tend or are designed to defeat, obstruct or
weaken our own arms. (Warren, supra.)

*

In Rex v. Casement, the defendant, a British subject, was convicted of
treason. Among the overt acts alleged were (1) soliciting, inciting
'and endeavoring to persuade British prisoners of war interned in Germany
to join the German: Army; (2) circulating a leaflet among Irish prisoners
in Germany persuading them either to join the German army or to form an
Irish brigade to secure Ireland's freedom, and (3) setting forth from
Germany as a member of an expedition equipped by the enemy to land arms
and ammunition in Ireland to be used against the King. All of these acts
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SUch a definitiori'of l1aid and comfort" is found also ili United States
v. Fricke, 259 Fed. 673 (S.D.N.Y., 1919); Charge to the Grand Jury, 30 Fed.
-Cas. 18, 270 (C.C.E.D.N.Y."1861). Certainly these broadcasts can be regarded as acts which strengthen the enemy or tend to weaken our power to
prosecute the war. Surely acts necessary to constitute treason may vary
with changing conditions, and "giving aid and cornfortll cannot be confined
to such traditional acts as furnishing money, troops or arms to the enemy.
Obviously a changing world and new conditions involved in the waging of
the war will give rise to new forms of treasonable activity undreamed of
by the fo~9ing fathers.
2.

Allegiance of the ProEosed Defendants.

As the discussion in the Appendix will show, all of the proposed
parties defendant were citizens of the United States and owed the allegiance
of citizenship at the time they left this country. All of them except
Constance Drexel were born in this country. Constance Drexel obtained
derivative citizenship at the age of fourteen, ~nen her father was naturalized
in Boston, Massachusetts. Douglas Chandler moved to Europe in 1931. Fred W.
Kaltenbach first went to Germany in 1937, but returned to the United States in
1939 for a short period. Robert H. Best has been in Europe for about twenty
years. Edward Leo Delaney traveled in Europe from time to time for a
New York company between 1935 and 1939, but apparently has only lived in
Europe continuously since 1939, or the early part of 1940. Jane Anderson has
resided in Europe since 1922. Constance Drexel went to Germany in May 1939.
Dr. Ezra Pound has resided in Europe practically continuously since 1911.

took place in Germany and it was held that under the Treason Act of 1351,
Casement could be tried in England for his adherence outside the realm.
The important holding in this respect was that of Lord Reading,
C.J., defining the giving ,of aid and comfort. This he disposed of
in the following paragraph:
"If a British subject does an act which strengthens
or tends to strengthen the enemies of the King in the
conduct of a war against the King that is in law the
giving of aid and comfort to the King's enemies. Again,
ff a British subject commits an act ~nich weakens or
tends to weaken the power of the King and of the country
to resist or to attack the enemies of the King and the
country, that is in law the giving of aid and comfort to
the King's enemies .. 11
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It is entirely possibl(3, of course, that some of these prosp,ective defendants may have become naturalized citizens of Germany, It~ly or some
other country, and may have renounced their American citizenship. Vfuether
such acts as they may have taken to expatriate themselves are such as would
be recognized under our law, is, of course, a question which we are unable
to settle vd.thout having knov-iledge of facts which it is impossible at this
time to obtain. However, we can prove as to six of them that they are
native-born American citizens, and as to the seventh, that she obtained
derivative citizenship. In the absence of knowledge of facts establishing
the contrary, I think we could safely allege, for purposes of an indictment,
that each of the persons concerned is an American citizen owing allegiance
to this country.

3.

Jurisdiction and Venue

T4ere can be no doubt that our constitutional provision as to treason,
and the statute, create jurisdiction to punish persons owing allegiance Who
commit acts of treason, irrespective of where in the world those ~cts are
committed. Our treason law undoubtedly has an extraterritorial application, and this is clearly justified under international law since treason
is not an ordinary crime, but is a crime directed against the safety and
security of the government itself. If jurisdiction of the person can be
obtained, there is no doubt of the power of our government to punish for
acts committed outside our territorial confines.
Moreover, the acts here in question, while committed by persons
physically ab~oad, have their direct effects here. That is, although
the words were spoken in foreign countries, they were heard here, as was
intended.~· On these facts, it is believed that an argument could be made
that for jurisdictional purposes the acts (as distinguished from the
persons of the actors) were here. True, such an argument would be highly
fictional, but it has often been resorted to in the law as in the numerous
cases sustaining jurisdiction over· murder at the place where the missle
or other dangerous force hat:l its deadly effect. However, it would be quite
unnecessary to resort to this alternate argument to sustain jurisdiction
inasmuch as the present statute clearly has an extraterritorial application.
As for venue, it would seem that indictments could be found in any
district in which the broadcasts are heard. Assuming that the facts
viewed as a whole 'constituted treason, it would not be necessary in order
to establish venue that the language heard by radio, standing alone, should
constitute treason. The broadcasts heard in this country might well constitute overt acts of the total treasonable conduct, even though the broadcasts, standing alone, might not constitute treason if divorced from. the
other facts surrounding the prospective defendants' actions. ,Any act
which is related to the design and tends to effectuate it, furnishes not
only the venue of the crime but the final fact necessary to consummate and
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complete it, though su~c~ss of 'the treasonable act is immaterial. (See
McKin.."Yley, supra, and cases cited at 395-396; Willoughby, Conhitution of
the United States, (1929) 1127). liThe overt act may be innocent in it-self, but it must be in some manner in furtherance of the crL1Ile." (Q Brill
Cyc, Crim. Law (1923) 1508, 'where the U. S. cases are collected.) Analogy'
is readily found in those cases in which an offender is held liable to
prosecution in any district where the crime is to some degree consummated
by t~e mailing of a letter~ a telephone conversation, and the like. (See
HOrw:J...tz v. U.S., 63 F. (2d) 706 (C. C.A., 5th, 1933); U. s. v. Fricke,

259 F. 673 (S.D.N.Y. 1919).

Title 28, U •.S. C., 'Sec. 102, relating to venue of offenses committed
outside the territorial limits of the United States, would not bar indictmentsat the present time, since it is clear that the statute refers only
to offenses completely committed outside the country. In the instant cases,
the reception of broadcasts in the United States constitutes a part of the
offense, and seems a sufficient basis to confer jurisdiction on a grand jury
in any dist.rict in which the words are heard.
'
It is suggested that proof would be facilitated if indictments were
sought in the District of Maryland, since recordings of these broadcasts
have been made at the Federal Communications Commission monitoring station,
located in Maryland.

4.

The Broad Policy Question.

The principal question really is one of policy. Indictments at this
time would serve the purpose of bringing together and preserving so far
as possiole the evidence in each case. They might serve notice on persons
having similar designs, if any there are, that the government will not
tolerate such treasonable conduct on the part of its citizens. They might
have a reassuring effect generally upon the country. On the other hand,
it is possible that such indictments would be regarded as merely a futile
gesture, and th;at the public would feel that we ought not to be taking up
the time of courts and' grand juries to obtain indictments against persons
who are nO'll outside our're'ach.' Possibly it would be felt that there are
more urgent and important matters upon which we should be working, and
that such indictments are just stage play.
I think that these policy questions ought only to be decided after
the views of the morale divisions of the Army and Navy, the O;ffice of
War Infonnation, and other similar agencies have been sought out. It
occurred to me that this is a question on which you might like to consult
personally 'with the appropriate Cabinet officers, Mr. Elmer Davis, and
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perhaps others. My own inclination is to go forward by presenting the
facts to a grand jury and seeking indictments.
~
Respectfully submitted,

Assistant Attorney General
.-
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APPENDJX

...
The lndividuals and Their Broadcasts
DOOOLAS CHANDLER.

Douglas Chandler was born in 1889 at Chicago, Ill:inois. He
married the former Laura Wurts, of a socially prominent family
:in Pittsburgh, in 1924. They lived in Baltimore for some time,
where Chandler contributed inconsequential articles to the Sunday
American.- _ His attempts at short story writing were failures, and
:in 1931, he, with his wife and two children, moved to Europe. They
travelled :in various countries, -including France and Italy and
eventually settled :in Yugoslavia, where he was reported to have acted
as a Nazi propaganda agent. For that reason he was requested to leave
and apparently moved directly to Germany. He was broadcasting news
reports from Berlin in July, 1941, and it is possible that he began
such activity sometime prior to that date. He contributed articles
to the National Geographic Magazine between 1937 and 1940.
Chandler broadcasts under the pseudonym of Paul Revere. In
addition to news reports of the war favorable to Germany, the general
theme of his broadcasts is that International Jm~ caused the present
war. He contends that President Roosevelt brought about our entry into
the conflict by his foreign policies and in his effoDt to aid the Jews.
He condemns England and Winston Churchill, and makes no secret of his
pro-Naziism.
Typical statements in Chandler's broadcasts, indicative of the
propaganda lines used by him, are set out below:
• •• Roosevelt and his Cabinet • • • are willing to let their own
people pay and die for a war on the side of England and the Jews
and to uphold and increase their power. At the expense of their own
country, they are trying to help the criminal British Empire and to
help it even against their country's own inter~sts. (Jan. 3, 1941)
• •• Oh, it's a sad, sad story, the story of the Roosevelt liquidation of America. The end of it will be a lost war, a shattered
prosperity and the irrevocable destruction of the American way of
life • • • • (April 18, 1942)
• •• Neither Germany, Italy nor Japan wanted war -with .America. The
.Axis countries did everything humanly possible to prevent war. But
the Jews, acting through the medium of that psychopathic criminal,
Roosevelt, forced the issue. • • • (May 23, 1942)
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• • • When my fellow countrymen in America have o~e become fully
aware of the degree to which they are being deceived, by 'b'neir
government spokesmen,it will not take long to stop Roosevelt's war
for the Jews and bring about an era of lasting peace and industry.
the Axis defenders of ciVilization, Germany and her brave allies.
(June 6, 1942)
• • • Franklin Delano Roosevelt promised peace but brought you
(Dec. Zl, 1941)

war~ •

FRED W. KALTENBACH

Fred W. Kaltenbach was born at Dubuque, Iowa, in 1895. He
went to Germany in. 1937, and returned to the United States in 1939.
While here he gave several lecture~presenting and upholding Germany's
political arid econoffiic theories. After returning to Germany, he expressed his desire to the State Department to remain there for the
duration of the war, in order to complete a book he was writing.
In 1940 he was apparently engaged in some free-lance writing and was
acting as a translator for the German short wave radio station. It
appears that he began broadcasting pro-German propaganda :in 1940.
Kaltenbach devotes the greater part of his broadcasts to
comments on the war news favorable to Germany and to sarcastic and
derogatory references. to the war efforts of the United States and
our military leaders. He contends that President Roosevelt intentionally forced Japan to attack the United States in order to bring
about a· state of war. He points out that the United States cannot
be victorious, and his broadcasts are directed toward undermining
the morale of his listeners in the United states. He continually
reminds them that the United States is fighting solely to preserve
the British Empire and for no other reason.
Statements such as the following are found in Kaltenbach's
broadcastst
• •• Therefore, America cannot win the war, but i f America cannot
Why all the sacrifices? • • • (March 25, 1942)

-win. the war, what's the use of continuing it?

• •• The present uncalled-for-war, has, therefore, been from first

to last, Roosevelt's war • • • • (March 25, 1942)
• • • The German people, at last, are assuming the place on the continent in Europe to which their initiative, their thrift and their
- 9 -
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enterprise entitles them. And the best guarantee of that is the
German sword. • • (April 20, 1942)
~

.

• • • The pity of it all is, however, that the millions of
Americans of German descent, are compelled to fight in a foreign
war; one which America is in no way threatened by attack; for
the sole purpose of helping the British destroy the land of their
fathers. The land where their German· cousins live. I am really
surprised that you millions of Americans of German blood let
Roosevelt and his pro-British clique get away with it. • • •
(August 5, 1942)
.-

ROBERT H. BEST
He is a native of Sumter, South Carolina, and a graduate of
Columbia University. He has been in Europe for about 20 years,
and is a former foreign correspondent for an American Press
Association. Best was first announced as "Guess Yilio?", but later
identified himself and broadcasts under his true name.
Best's broadcasts follow the general trend of those previously
mentioned. He vehemently criticizes President Roosevelt and the
present Administration, and the Jews , and the COIlllffilllists, all of whom,
he.states, are conspiring to set up a Communistic form of government in the United States. He advocates the impeachment of President
Roos evelt. The war, according to his broadcasts, is a crusade for
civilization by Germany. He devotes part of his broadcast period
to news reports of German successes in the war.
-.-"

.Best uses statements such as the following in his effort to
cause dissension in the United States:

\..

• • • We are in the midst of.a war which will decide whether the
future of the human race will survive the hand of gangster Jews
and the Jewed-up henchmen of these crooks, or in the hands of
you and me and other honest hard working, straight forward nonJewish, Christian, gentile. We are. in the midst of Franklin D.
Roosevelt's vain war for the surv1.val. .. of the world domination of
the international Jew. • • • (April 2l, 1942)
• • • Adolph Hitler, Fuehrer of Germany, a shining exanple ,for the
leaders of all nations and the most maligned of living
men. Some day I shall tell you some extremely :interesting things
about this man; by far the greatest economic, military, political
and social genius of· our generation; and one of the greatest of
all times. • • (April 21, 1942)
politica~
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• • • To be eaten by their comrades has already been the fate of
many of their soldiers and it can easily be also the fate pf any
American who happens to fall into the hands of the barbarians who
make up such a large proportion of stalin I s front line army. • • •
(April 30, 1942)

**

• • • Think it over friends,
.,~ Is it to be Canterbury and
Churchill, and. Roosevelt and. Stalin, or is it to be a c-i:v:Uization I s crusade'? •
(July 9, 1942)
• •• Here we . are again at the old hitching post, I at the microphone her~ in Berlin saying what I please.When I please and almost
as I please and. you back there in America hounded around by a
miserable m:inion of a gang of crooked kikes and facing a courtmartiaJ. or a concentration camp i f you dare give voice in public
to what most real Americans are now thinking of Franklin D.
Roosevelt and the war phases of Roosevelt's New Deal • • • (Sept. 3,
1942)
EDWARD LEO DELANEY with aliases
Edward L. Delaney was born in Olney, Illinois, in 1885. He
has been described as a former Broadway press agent, an actor and
a writer of fiction. From 1935 to 1939 he was employed by the
Trans-Oceanic Film Export Company of New York City, for whom he
travelled in various European countries. He apparently began
broadcasting pro-Gerrncin propaganda from Berlin in the early part
of 19.40. He broadcasts under the pseudonym of E. D. Ward.
Delaney confines his broadcasts almost entirely to news of
the war favorable to Germany and the Axis. He attempts to discredit all news reports other than those emanating from the Axis
countries, and makes every effort to cause dissension among the
American people. He blames the war upon President Roosevelt.
The following and similar
broadcasts: .

statem~nts

are contained in Del.mey's

• 'Roosevelt has his war' • • • • (Dec. 9; 1941)
• • • Can there be any greater hypocrisy than for England.to repeat that_ they are waging a war for small nations? A w~ against
agressors, a war to save democracies and civilization, and the
principles of Christianity? • • • (Dec. 9, 1941)
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. • • Noyr the nation is at war. The seven or eight years of international meddling and muddling by the administration h4s borne
fruit, bitter fruit, which the people of the nation, and not the
politicians must taste • • • • (December 9, 1941)
JANE ANDERSON

Jane Anderson was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1895. She
lived for some time in Washington, D. C. and New York City, but
it is believed that she has resided in Europe since 1922. According to apnouncements which precede her broadcasts, she is a world
famous Catholic writer and orator who was tortured and ttYice
condemned to death by the Communists in Spain. She is the divorced
wife of Deems Taylor and the present wife of Alvarez de Cienfuegas,
a Spanish marquis.
In her broadcasts, Jane Anderson dwells upon the brutality
of the Russians and the dangers of Communism to the world. It is
her contention that President Roosevelt is a representative of the
Communist Party. The content of her broadcasts leaves no doubt
that her sympathies are entirely with Germany. Her broadcasts contain statements such as the follol'Ting:

• • • And the financial crash of the American commonwealth is now
a mathematical certainty and communism may strike at its will • • •
(Jan. ll, 1942)
• •• The NipIX>nese forces, fighting Communism in Asia, as a
crusader bearing a loft of banners of the consolidated
nations of Europe glowing down upon the Red beast in the bloodstained lair of the Soviet. • • • (Jan. 25, 1942)

Christ~<m

• • •. Adolf Hitler. • • has broken the power of the international
bankers • • • these capitalistic overlords are the • • • blood
relations of Roosevelt. • • • (Feb. 6, 1942)

·.

• The simple fact that Germany is invincible • • • (Feb. 12, 1942)

• • • Jews have gained the secret control of the world because the
jew takes advantage of the principles like honor and decency and
fair play of the christian. That's why Roosevelt smashed the principle of th~ American Constitution and was fraudulently elected to a
third term. That I s why the brain trusts sold America and the United
States in fighting Germany. Not because the American people evidently knew social justice of the Third Reich but because American
soldiers have to be massacred to satisy Jewish hatred of Adolf
Hitler • • • • (March 5, 1942)
- 12 -

CONSTANCE DREXEL

-.

Constance Drexel was born in Germany in 1884. When her father,
a citizen of Germany, was naturalized in Boston, Massachusetts, in
1898, she obtained derivative citizenship. She went to Germany :in
May, 1939, and is lmown to have been broadcast:ing German propaganda
since July, 1940.
.
"',
Constance Drexel1s broadcasts deal entirely with social conditions and cultural life :in Germany. She attempts to show that the .
war has l10t lowered the IOOrale of the German people in an effort to
thereby'discourage the American people in their war effort. Her
statements might also have the probably intended effect of convincing her listeners that Germany's "New Order" is conducive of the
best social and economic conditions.
Her examples of statements contained in the broadcasts are:
• •• Old man depression cannot blot cultural life in Germany as it
did in the United States. Her cultural life is considered as necessary and even more necessary than
advantage and artists are valued
and esteemed on a par with other exponents of professional, military
and civil life • • • • (Feb. 10, 1942)

*

• •• Indeed, I have yet to see signs of poverty in Germany, such as
we see in my own c01mtry • • • (Jan. 14, 1942)
• •• I think that I can truly say that w.J observations in Germany
have led me to the opinion that so called democracies as we have
experienced it in the New World can. learn much from National
Socialists • • • • (Jan. 14, 1942)
DR. EZRA FDUlID

Ezra Loomis !bund was born in Hailey, Idaho, on October 30, 1885.
He received his Ph. D. degree from Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y.
and his M. A. degree from the University of Pennsylvania. He went to
Italy in February, 19l1, and with the exception of a few trips to other
parts of Europe, has resided there continuously since that date. He is
the author of 17 books of poems, two operas, 18 prose treatises and 11
translations. He began airing his contempt for the United Btates over
the Rome, Italy radio in February 1940. He is also allegedly edit:ing
a magazine entitled "Exile".
Po\IDd ' s broadcasts are disjointed and vague. It is rather difficul t to follow the trend of his propaganda. It can be ascerta:ined,
however, that he is an ardent Fascist and his broadcasts, for the most
part, consist of criticism of the forms of government in the United
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States and England and the unfavorable comparison of these Governments
and their advantages with Italy. He criticizes the AmeriOjUl and
English people for being so totally blind and ignorant that they
would allow their present fonus of government to exist, and attempts
to create dissatisfaction in every way possible.
The following are some of the statements fOWld in Pound 1 S
bro adcasts :
• . • If you are going to have Fascism or Naziism in the United
States, why not learn Y/hat these systems of government are'? Why
not ask "and learn how far they are compatible with American habits,
and what is good in them, and wherein their strength consists,
instead of merely lying and cussing and trying to kill lem, on the
assumption, if you can call it by so mild a terni, that they are
something that they are not • • • • (March 6, 1942)

• • • For the United States to be making War on Italy and on
Europe is just plain damn nonsense, and every native born American
of American stock knows that it is plain down-right damn nonsense.
And for this state of things, Fra..·1klin Roosevelt is more than any
other one man responsible. • • • (April 16, 1942)
• • • And every hour that you go on wi. th this war is an hour lost
And. every sane act you commit is committed in homage to Mussolini and Hitler. Every reform, every
lurch towards the just price, toward the control of a market is an
act of homage to Mussoli..'1i and Hitler. They are your leaders, however much you think you are conducted by Roosevelt or (told) up by
Churchill. You follow Mussolini and Hitler in every constructive
act of your government. • • • (March 28, 1942)
to you and your children.

• You are not going to win this war.
None of your best
minds ever thought you could win it • • • You have never had a chance
in this war. You had a chance po ssibly or at least it might at some
time have appeared, and in fact it appeared that you had a chance for
a Beau Geste, for a vindication of national honor by going through a
set of bellicose motions and sacrificing a reasonable number of men.
(Emulation) of victims as atonement not for a crime of your empire
but for the imbecilities of a ruling gang. •
(June 28, 1942)
• • • Europe is fighting for the good life.
to prevent it • • • • (July 14, 1942 )

The shysters are fight-

ing

• You ought not to be at war against Italy. You ought not to
be giving, or ever to have given the slightest or most picayune aid
to any man or nation engaged in waging war against Italy. You are
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doing it for the sake of a false accountancy system. You ought
to go dovm on your knees, and thank God for Italy. Thank~God
for. an Italian possessed of Mediterranean sanity, who threw the
first ray of light in the general darkness, showed a way to
keep you out of hell made by false accountancy system • • • •
(July 20, 1942)

- 15 -

NEW YORK OFFIC£:

-----;EMANUEL. CEL.L.ER

1450 BRO....OWAY

10TH DISTRICT NEW YORK

NEW YORK CITY

M£MB£R OF
COMMITT££ ON TH£ JUDICIARY

([on!lte%% of tue Wniteh ~tates

WASHINGTON SECREl'ARIES:
BESSIE EFFRAT

MARGAR£T BROOKS

'~~f

~oU5e

of l\eprt$tntatii.lc5
Masbington. ll. ~.

..~

!\,\,j'>//
t,

\:1\

,ti
'\' 1//

\"

'i
,

)

/

l

d'

Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt
President of the United States
Washington, D. C.
Dear Franklin:
I hesitate to intrude upon you, but there is embOd.ied;··
in the enclosed bill which I have offered, H. Res. 5?, an
idea which you might at least toy with.
There emanate nightly from German.v anci Italy short wave
broadcasts by Nazi anci~fiscist raciio broadcasters who, unfortunately, are Americans. These traitors are Constance Drexel,
Fred Kaltenbach, Douglas Chanciler, Jane Anderson. Ezra Pound and
Robert H. Best. Douglas Chandler broadcasts uncier the pseudonym
of Paul Revere. Fred Kaltenbach broadcasts under the salutation
of "Dear Harryl1.11 Constance Drexel entitles her traitorous utterances ?-,s,}'News from Germany". Robert H. Best uses the alias "Guess
Who". He also urges Americans, to write to their Congress;nen to
impeach you~ Jane Anderson 'apparently broadcasts from Italy and is
introduced usually as a famous orator. Ezra Pound, opens his ciamna.ble
talk with a sort of verbal Fascist salute.
Were they to make their treacherous observations in Constitution Hall or Madison Square Garden, the~ would, undoubtedly, be
guilty of treason and the necessary withesses could be used to
convict them.
Modern invention as embodied in the radio enables these scoundrels
to reach a far greater audience than could assemble in any of our
largest halls. The damage they cio, there£ore, is all the greater.
We should not be helpless.
I, therefore, have offered this House Resolution 57 to amend
Article 38 of the Articles of War whereby you will be' empowered to
set up military tribunals, or commissions, to try these culprits,
even in absentia. The Bill of Rights, which requires trial by jury.
is not appticable to the Articles of tier. If Congress so provides,
persons tried before a military tribunal cannot demand trial by jury
nor confrontation of witnesses. The Articles of War, by Article 38,
may even now give you the right to set up these military commissions.

ID
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2 - Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt
but I believe it is proper for Congress to give you the specific power,
so as to remove any doubt.
Furthermore, the developement of this idea of trials now, although
in absentia. may have a deterrent affect.
Furthermore, the idea may be a nucleus for punishment of those
followers of the Nazi, Fascist, Nippon theories of waging a war of
horrors and atrocities.
Russia. has set up an Extraordinary State Commission to trace the
crimes of the Nazis and to mark d.o ...m the criminals for punishment. This
is being done now. The Polish Government in Exile has followed Russia's
example.
You may recall that at the end of the last war 900 Huns were slated
for indictment and punishment. The Kaiser headed the list. After two
years of bickering, pettifoggi~ and claptrap. only twelve were brought
to tria.l.· The Judges of those so tried were the Runs themselves. The
tribunal was the High Court at Leipzig and was composed of seven Hun
judges. It was like the Nazi fiends being tried by the members of their
own Gestapo. Of the twelve tried, six were convicted. The heaviest
sentences, ,iIl!Posed were two four-year imprisonments accorded to two naval
lieutenants (who contrived to escape) and the other four received six
months jail sentences for each~ The sum and substance of the entire
proceedings were six months in jail for four culprits. It was, indeed.
a Comedy of Errors. a mere international wink of the eye.
I have searched the records at the Library of Congress and find
that periodicals. papers and books of 1917-18 called for the puhisbment
of the Huns and for the setting up of all sorts of courts for that purpose.
You would imagine you are reading the periodicals and newspapers published
today. We had the will then as we r~ve the will now, but then the mountain
labored and brought forth a mouse.

Perhaps the idea embodied in my bill might set forth in your mind a
train of thought tl~t might give us an adequate remedy.
With all good wishes, and someday when you can spare five minutes
I would love to see you again and press your ~nd and tell you how happy
I am on the Hill to support you to the hilt.
Very sincerely yours,

~a/m
Ene;:

WB-SC1Ji..BGL

11t, - 1 f - L ,

7

~rJ1
/ ,~COIlf.J

»l/liroRANDUlti FOR THE DIRECTOR,

~,

Federal iureau of InveatigaUon,

lie t

Fred 'h. taltenbaoh

(146-28-237)
Constance

Dre~l

(1Il6-28-229)

Edward Leo Delaney, with aliases
(.146-2S.240 )
Jane Anderson, with aliases

(146-23-233)

Robert H. Best

Dr. Ezra. Pound

(146-28-248)

(146-7-.'3672)
Douglas Chandler
( .146-28-232)

It is d,eaired that in each Qf the above C8.8&8 all persons who
are-personally acquainted with the subje~t and who have never heard
hie or her broadcasts; but who bel.ieve they can identity his or her
yot~,be.'given an opportunity to Uaten to MCordings ot his or her
broadcasts in order to ascertain whether the,. CIW. in fact recognize
the voice ot t.he broadcaster as tha.t of the subject.
It is suggested
that tht) identification will be more positive it yo~ have such persons
listop, to aimUar reoordings by other ~rBons also in order that they
may s$leot that which they believe is the sub3ectts voice.
It haa been intorme.lly reporttXl to the OrimitU\l Division that
the broadcasts of the abova.na.med subjenta are reoe~ved by the
Federal. Conlmun1ootions Oomm1eaion by means ot a. radio receiving set
at SUver HUl, l4aryland, at which plac~ recoZ'dings are me.da.
The
however, is transmitte.d by. extension ldre into the District.
ot Colu:nbia where it i5 audibly- received by monitor., 'recorded and ,
trensoribed.
No one at the SUver HUl Stat.ion hear. the broadcasts.
It 18 requested that this report be ve.rified, and, if true, thB.t the
exact tact$ be ascertained.

bt'Oa4~,t,

I

~

8.y .memorandunt dated November 20, 1942, you 'Were requested to
asoertain whether recordings or a.ll of the eubjects t s broadcalJts
had been PrEl'fl6rved.
By mEmOrandum dated Janu&ry--ll, 1943, you

(

Memo. for toe Director -2--

tran8m1tted a copy ot a communication receiv~4. by you from the
Federal Communications Commission stating that all broadcasts by the
subjects had been recorded except during periodB ot seriously disturbed
atJD.ospberic conditions.
You. vdll note 'that it i$ not stated whether
such recordings have been preserved, and. it is desired that you again
"quest this ap6cUic information troJn the Federal COttUnU:n.1eations

Commission.
Re~cttull,y,

WENDELL'B¥.RG£,
Assistant Attorney General.
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February 9, 2-943
MEMORftNDIDI!

TO:

Mr. Oscar Cox

FROM:

Boris I. Bittker

SUBJECT:

Trial in absentia of Robert Best, Jane Anderson, Ezra Pound,
et al.

~ I believe that some, and possibly all, of the American
citizens broadcasting from Axis countries have committed treason. Their
acceptance of the role of propagandists for the enemy, as well as their
utterances, demonstrate that they have "adhered" to the enemy, and their
broadcasts, in promoting ,the enemy's self-announced intent to destr~J
our unity by creating internal dissension, have given Itaid and comfort ll
to our enemies. The only obstacle -to indictment for prosecution is the
statement in several cases that llwords" cannot constitute. treason. Properly construed, however, such statements bar only prosecutions based
upon expressions of opinion; they do not mean that an enemy agent can
immunize himself from the charge of 'treason by confining his activities
to the written or spoken word, especially when this is the role in which
he can best serve the enemy.
~ There appears to be no legal obstacle to indictment in
absentia. Grand jury proceedings are always ex parte, and not only is
the offender's presence unnecessary, but he may not even appear before
the grand jury vrithout its permission.
~ Trial in absentia is impossible because of the defendant1s
privilege, conferred by the Sixth Amendment, to confront the witnesses
against him, as well as because of the due process clause of the Fifth
Amendment. Moreover, a defendant in a capital case may not waive this
privilege, so it wOlud be useless to argue that absence from the country
constituted a waiver. ~If indictments were obtained, therefore, trial
would have to be postponed until the offenders are apprehended~

) !--i)
~

My

reasons for these conclusions are set out below.

J
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have made use of legal and factual memoranda prepared by or under the
direction of members of the Criminal Division, which has been considering these cases for some time. I understand that the Criminal Division
and the Special War Policies Unit are now discussing jointly what action should be taken.
~ As you know, Congressman Celler has introduced a bill to
authorize trial in absentia of these persons by military commission. I
believe that this would be much less desirable than civil indictment,
even though trial must be postponed until the offenders are caught. ~V
reasons for this conclusion are set out in a separate memorandum.

MEMORANDID,d

An examination of typical broadcasts from Germany and Italy by
certain American citizens indicates that they are engaged in a deliberate
attempt to undermine civilian and military morale in this country, by
spreading falsehoods about our military accomplishments, by blaming the
war on the President, on our Allies, or on racial groups, by denouncing
democracy and representative government, by urging that the United states
abandon her Allies and make immediate peace with the AxiS, and by stimulating race hatred. These broadcasts are part of the Axis' well-developed
program of psychological warfare, and the American participants must
have full knowledge of the purpose they are sub serving •
Treason.

The treason statute, 18 U.S.C. 1, provides:

lI"'l'lhoever, owing allegiance to the United states,
levies war against them or adheres to their enemies,
giving them aid and comfort within the United states
or elseYThere, is guilty of treason. II
These American citizens have adhered to the enemies of the United
States in a very real sense. Not only do their broadcasts evince a complete acceptance of the enemy's philosophy, but in making them, they are
cooperating with the enemy as fully as though they were volunteers in
his armies. They could hardly take steps to establish their adherence
more firmly, except by.an open rennnciation of American citizenship and
an acceptance of Axis citizenship. Curiously enough, it is t4e very £act
that they have not taken this £inal step which makes them so useful to the
Axis.
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The other ele.ment of treason is the gl~ng of aid ~nd comfort
to the enemies of the United states. It has been said that: ~
11* * * In general, when war exists, any act clearly
indicating a want of loyalty to the government, and
sympathy with its enemies, and which, by fair construction, is directly in furtherance of their hostile designs, gives them aid and com:fort. Or, i f this be the
natural effect of the act, though prompted solely by
the expectation of pecuniary gain, it is treasonable in
its character. * *~, (30 Fed. Cas. 1037)

These broadcasts certainly indicate a want of loyalty to the United
states, and a sympathy with Germany and Italy. Nor could it be disputed
that they are in direct furtherance of the enewJ s hostile designs. The
'
Axis has always laid great stress upon psychological warfare and has
relied heavily on renegades to soften up its opponents by creating domestic dissension. The Rome and Berlin radio is not given to conducting
tmfn meetings of the air, and it must be assumed that the Axis regards
itself as adequately recompensed for the valuable air time devoted to
these broadcasts. Presrunably these broadcasters would be interned like
other Americans if their services were not considered valuable by the
Axis. There is no reason why we should place a lower value on their services tr..an does the enemy i tseli •
There are a few statements in the leeal literature to the effect that words--or "mere" VTords--cannot constitute treason. Perhaps
the best known is the follovring, from Judge Nelson's charge to a grand.
j~J, on ~ovember 4, 1961:
"Words oral, written or printed, however treasonable, sedi ti ous or criminal of themselve s, do not constitute an overt act of treason, within the definition
of the crime. When spoken, ,vri tten or printed in relation to an act or acts which, if committed with a
treasor~ble design, might constitute such overt act,
they are adwissib1e as evidence tending to characterize
it, am to show the intent with which the act was committed." (30 Fed. Cas. 1035)
A contemporaneous statement is:

"* * * Hence, it will be obvious that hoviever strong
may be the grounds of suspicion or belief, that an individual is disloyal to his count~J or his government,
until his disloyalty is developed by some open and provable
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act, he is not legally guilty of the crime of treason.
And it follovls, also, that mere expressions of opirri;on
indicative of sympathy with the public enemy, will not
ordinarily involve the legal guilt of that crime. They
may well justify a 'strong feeling of indignation against
the individual, and the suspicion that he is, at heart,
a traitor, but will not be a sufficient basis for his
conviction in a court of law. l1 (30 Fed. Cas. 1037)
In at least this second case, however, it is clear that the court was not
so much holding that utterances could never constitute treason, as insisting that conviction should not be based l1upon proof of facts which
were only treasonable ~r construction or inference, or which have no better
foundation than mere suspicion."
In neither of these cases are enough facts given to indicate
the nature of the utterances or of the publications to which the judges
had reference. It is entirely possible that the words thought inadequate
to establish treason were merely private statements of sympathy for the
Confederate cause, and it seems unlikely that they could have had any
substantial resemblance to the conduct of the American broadcasters with
whom we are concerned. Thus, the second case vras cited during the first
World War as authority that "expressions of sympathy for Germany in personal letters are not treason. United States v. Herber~er; 272 Fed. 278,
290 (dictum). In a second World. War case, the court upheld. a conviction
under the Espionage Act, saying that since lIone ca:nnot, by mere words,
be guilty of treason,11 a prosecution for seditious utterances need not
be established by tVTO witnesses to the overt act. Vrirmner v. United states,
264 Fed. 11. While the circumstances of this defendant's statements
are not set out, it seems quite unlikely that he was an ene~J agent or
that his statements VTere part of an enemy propaganda campaign.
In excluding Il mere ll words as a basis of treason, these oplmons
appear to be emphasizing the fact that an expression of opip~on does not
constitute lI adherence ll to the enemy nor lIaid and comfort" within the
meaning of the statute. They can hardly be construed to mean that a person who TIorks for the enemy can protect himself against prosecution for
treason by confining his activities to the vrritten or spoken word. Thus,
it has never been doubted that the oral transmission of military intelligence is treason. Lil<evTise, an American citizen who spreads disaffection
in the armed forces by~speech or publication under directions from Berlin
would also seem to be guilty of treason. See Charles Warren, !'Vlhat is
Giving Aid and Comfort to the Enemy,?11 (27 Yale L.J. (1918) 331, 340).
Cf. ~ v. Casement, (1917) 1 K.B. 98, where one of the overt acts in a
prosecution for treason was the distribution of a leaflet among English
prisoners of war in Germany urging them to join an IlIrish Brigade" and
to fight for Ireland 1 s freedom.

