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to identify the dates more specifically and they could not understand 
what Pound said. However, the attorney or attorneys who are to try the 
case should be satisfied as to the sufficiency of this proof of the 
overt act. 

I believe {p I '7 (C ) should be brought over to 
testify before the grand jury. The other major witnesses presently 
available appear to be Special Agf;lnt If I 7Cc.) who can introduce Pound t s 
admission of citizenship and the making of the records for broadcasts; 

lel'-; LC J who can testify that Pound brought his manuscripts to 
the Italian government for clearance; (PI ':'/ C,-) who can 
testify that Pound made recordings for broadcasts; I..( r' I( C ) 

(r I (Cc. ') who can testify that Pound's records were broadcast 
to the United States; [PI 'lle ': "'ho can testify as to payments, 
to Pound by the Italian government .for his broadcasts; and the F.C.C. 
men who monitored the broadcasts in the United States. It may be 
advisable also to have some of the above witnesses who are in Europe 
present before the grand jury • 
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Th1$ ~wl~l.)$ }"'QW' letter ~£ October 12~ 1945 J l·~1\l.1;lV6 
to t.h~ >ii;r::,'.:>~~.s.1,<,.;j\; t!.;".~e vi; t.b~ :ritr .. l or ?(;Uud.~ K~i.lt.unb!tch1 !U<d Oth0t"lh 

Ai. t}-.<)~ !vt L~ not pol\l!ihle at ·~.hi{) ti:'le to .t.ix ev~n tnt) 
ayt'pl",,:xh::.at'3l dattH; ..)f t~1,~ trials ·:,)rth!3$~ p.1ll"S¢tl.a, ~ will app~'lieitAte 
j'OW" l'urr.ishing U$ ~i til yOut' i tin"'N.l.~.l i:lO t11~t we wUJ. bf$~1.b:t~ to ~~t 
iu t,,~l\.ACh ,;:"t:J JOIl in tha. 'JV'$ut you r;l;..,-e n~>:i<dtll4 u a. .i1tmat$l~. 

cc: R~ords 1.··/ 
~n. 
Ely 

U~y 1". CA.OOU1 
A':;:iis~~.nt Attor~y O:~rwral. 



Mr. Tom C. Cla.rk, 
Attorney General, 
V{ashington, D.C. 

Dear iI'!r. Clark! 

VIA AIR MAIL 

Last summer I spent days with your Denver men 
sorting out of lny files the evidence a.gainst Ezra Pound. 

Since then I have been trying to find out from the 
FBI, Denver, at what approxima.te time the trial will come 
off so I can arrange my extensive travel and Lecture 
itinerary accordinely. :But so far Denver was unable to 
accommodate me. 

Now I am planning a trip of several weeks during 
which it may not be possible to reach me. Hence if you 
are counting on me as a witness against Pound, Kaltenbach, 
et 0.1. t it would be a B'Ood idea to let me know just what 
the approximate da.te might .be. 

Home Address: 

, .. " 

. -, ., 
. __ ~:..t; .. 

Sincerely yours~ 

~ 
--.~~(I) 

.," 

.".J .' 
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(P,7( c.) 
Oe.YaJJ.er, "Iol'th l)akota.. 

Dear (P"..-t LC) 

\ 

;. 

In ~iAQCe ri ttl )"QUI" ~t r.queu'tt, 1 rua ot\clo~1.ng, a 
ooP10£ thu ~c_on~ nturMd JUlT ~, 1943.. agaitlfi't, heel If. " 
Ko.l.t4ttbaeh. tl1mU&l" ~a"nt9 wen-., r.\w:'ned on that d~ta 
&ga1rurt, Dougles Oh.cuMtl.er, !dw0.W Leo eG1u01# aober\a. aeat, 
.tlU"a ~~)un.d. Du O~ ~~ Corurt.tUlCt) DlriiX4 and lou 
AndAu"IiOn-. 

Ch.t.ndl.., Delenq and DMl:el. U'O PNtfttltly b the oustody 
of O~ =111tar'y autho~1 ties in &"Opa. lol$Chw1u 1s "W!li6Yed to 
~ deo04lKt4,and,.:theltherG4Douta of &ut(J~. JOIl\. rmd A.ncl&rson 

- 1.~.· 18:'& "cuUlid. 1a pruontly ~~~~~c .~.l@.tr~t 
ot OOl~W;.$t $~ D.' now indiata\ent ua.<~~;'~~'.~ •.. ~n ", 
.0000000~r 26, J.94S. A Cl)Fr of tbi. 1~C3~t; ,~.~o.~4t 1110 
dawot bitt triAl bal100t M ,.at ~en,;~).~~, ,::(.,-,,,' -,' 
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Rooorable X~~~,.ao~ . U't!4 ~~ . t.. Wi1:r '." . )f ,'-.: ,;-'" 
"':" .. ; ,."', 

~ -. ! ,'. c\·' 

wlS:aN,~~l~~· .. :~~,.;:,~::;,r.'_:~·;::"; ,.:::. :'~. co.·,· ,i.(;;:;;., 
... - ... ; 't- •... >.: ~ :. .. . , ~:, .~;;<- '::::' • 

Ii'7;s:\~~i7';;~~E::l!C3:6:~':Z'~~~ . 
f)t; .Q:el.~~~:c~~~l'~'t~J).<t4s;:~i.guwtF&igntJ}'AI:llllr:tCu ··ci.tUeru1,yh,o ilt~ .::.~~ 

~!=~~~~'7"~~~'-' 
" b~~Ji'f.¥'¥ B~s.t~, ~ "!Cr .. (ltt$i)s Uhott 

.;.\ lai{"eha:ndlixrt'wa&-·~aul·-1!&vQreft":.,-,", .. <",. , .. .:~.: < 

.":':.'<::' .".~:: .... a:rd:;~~o· ~y;:HttlAS~tiE~4'D;'lfardlf' ", .', .. ".' '. 
,-,?{~·Gt:to'·GBc.!i:r ~rltj '<alias ltDr~ . Anderstt ttQ.K .... ll .. '. ,'cbhs·taiiee~· }'( ',,'r:, ~".,\!, ..•. ,., ' .' "', ~ .•.•• 

".' . ,', 'j-~~ ).l~dersOn,· ¢as··Itfla.:rq~8at.·d& Ci.enf'uegosll .' 

·,'·:f~,tll} .. '!,.~lfud,:· ..... , .... " .. J' ;:\".;.,.,., ', .... ,.". 
'.; >;.~ :;". '. ,:' ,.i..i ..... . ?' 

Air ~~~e.~:bro~dcastitig'; rro~ Eel"lli' or,:'ei~ifhere' ~n':Gema.ny·:~eP-ti. $~. 
PO.~:;w~o.,~iseatna.~ h~~:,:~~~rrom Rome:.:"···· .: - ,'c:, ':.,' 

- ,. ·····.~'i.·.·f.~.~.': ' ' ... '.-. . ~. .~. • .' '.. ," '. . ~ ..... ;. .:;.. '. ~ . ::~', 
'. ", , P~-ui-ld ha.!i bccit rG~' to-tEeUnited ·Statea and is presently 

facing trial. o,n char~el!- of t.I:eaaon.. Kaltenooc.r. is reportedly in the 
C'P-~~jo,!'~e)?~ri :a#orl~£esialish()ugh thtstaet\ }ms.~':been,4efi
riitalt)u>q,i;irtaJ,n"ed-.· '. Best and Andersoli'·';h.ti.V.& ·~t:¥et ,\;.leon, taken illtq '.-! 

cUa.todi ,'arid : tlia!;r :presen'~ '~4cireaco1it:tt are···\UJk;nOwn... Chandl.er j,s in. thc6 
cust:ody of oui 'niLi tarJ' authori tie~·:aud-i~ prasentJ.7 incarcsra ted in the 
Par.is CivilltlQ. lI+ter:rogation Center.. Drexel is also in the cllstoc7 of 
Qur mu1ta::y:.,£iu~rlti8n sDd .,i$·:~detantion111- SalSloburg, Austria. 
~i'i!as -taken in.to cuSwd:i<by ;o'Ur'~nlli twY':"ituthol'i ti8s . a.t~~,. 
~o~altis;~' RU~ his pi-$l1eilt.P1aee'of~·iM8:reeration 1s not known. 
KoiGchcl t~ 'reportedIJ? dl~d. i:O.::19M., ;'bilt Wi teet 'haS'oot yet been veri
.tied.. ' 

;'" ~:. :.,;~.;'::"ihi~:pepar~~iit!h~'·aisO': r~eived considerable,'inf~tion. con-
C$3rp.iti~{ thr~a:'p-dc:r1tio~' Aluerleana;' &11 CL) 

. '. . , . whO hay&' broadcastc'propaganda . tor tha, .. : : . 
~~:!i~ich, tha"f'o~er :!l:'6il\ -aBe¥-llnstation:EUJd the latter ;two.pe;t'oons 
!'rom PariS', rra.nce~ .!,,:((' is ~9senU1in the 'cu~t~dy:of our. military· 

~- . 

r - ". .,..~ •.•. ,. 
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~~bbrl:"hUs ai' BAd 'i'Oe1:i"r.h}l~itlriy'l' 'It 1s.'bellaved that C:! "U '-, i 

aro in. P&Uis.~bu.ttb.a.t, ,th!l3',~ l;lpt,in c~. " :"-

".'.j','<'":::>t.~·~~n~:~ ~·th.,~ '~ilSJ,(tili~t14n 'hu~~~-i¢ , , 
ffi!1t1v.'!~"the ' .. o;tiv1~s'!:Qj"'a coru.;id.fl:l:'abl$ 'hUlltb~ ofo~ 'M~~ 
c1ti~lf~':~:1flt,p··~. ~~Q'n,2(~ith~f'·.br ,~~,:~:~ 
e~~~'¥U~d~I' j.lr,JJy, ~ 'mfit.~Odj';otc:~l;'~~~", M?$,t 91 '~.4' 
.pmons'ihr;.W"~ ~P.~"W'~Q' :ldt1w.Y'a~~rl~S)J·:~.,~·ri~' 
'. ~t1'~'fJ$":~ th~'r~ ~eit~ '.O£,In.Wls~g~~~X\.'~ut 1~:~ );~~, ~~ 
tJ&iJ;···. ", .·~,.fu~·i~:·'" ';~' 'r~:mnt ,t.tiiO~(~'~-tdt~: lut"oon~ 
~r~it.;Oi:~. ~;;'-tma' i'<'I)rl.efi":Ptkt~bJ}~liiit1j, to ~ 
'''il~t4li~.'' ·'·l.tu" o;~Un&" v~y lilcel.rb¥t, ,w.om~1;.1on.~. ~,.v, " 

~m~S~~:::::t~~~=i~·~~:'il~. 
t!."fitlht)~t Aildth!s·rr~lf.f tl.t~ioH "s.ndiug three' a~~31 
s~i.';tf~"lnT; Ol..,de IS. Gooch. amt Vietor (). lfoerheide, and. two aoo~tL~e$) 

& I (C C) , ~ .. thfU'~ j.n the ilmu6dim.te future to 
develop t.h& eases agail:wt th0~ indiViduals 'and pre-par1) them. for trial 
whara. the evidence indieates that pr'O~ec.u;~ol;l. is lfar.ranted~";tn orotJr 
tbtlt t.~$Ge eases may be s~asfully p~al:-ed and. preaented, lif w1l1 bo 
MC0-SB€U7 £or th& A::tw1 to furnitlh our l'epreBen"tives tiva or six e;x;..
plttiellCed investiga~lS and transportation facUlties for the eUi<dent 
investigation of these caaes tb.rouv,Jlout. Germany, France, Austria, and 

'othW' eoun:t.rid in which evidonce :night b$ QQ~ , . '.': , "-~ . 

In ,the course of thoir actiYitdtU,oUr rGpri$EU:ttaUV1ls will. 
ll$8d ~ieient~!1ca ~a:ae and. proper equipment in Berlin, P&.ria, and 
p(iisid.b1Y· ot.hin- cities; when and ifhere nooeasaJ:'Y. It is poasibltl that 
additional. investiga.tors and alerical. assistanCe may be re<t\rl.red. 

It i~ also de$ed that the military au:thoritles !urnish 
adeq:u.ata'M¢CmmI.odatior1a tor .food and lodging,. laundry faeitlite$j and 
tha.t. priVJ;l.oges be extended to them to make purchaa8s at. Army post 
axoh.allae&,.a:M. commisaaries dut'ing their 8-tay in Europe. . 

It 10 probabJ.e. that in the cours-& or th1!) investigation ~e of 
the wi tneeaes and ~umEJl1t8 will likely be located in the al'$.!l8 or ao-.n-olS 
~upied by' SOM of our al.lies. 'fhere!'OrG J it is request.ed tha.t- the 
MC-easar;r a.rra.ng~tu be IIUlCle tor acc.ess to the$'9 a.re-an by our repH;len
Mvea andtMir inve-a-t.1gator-s and tor tho int$rrogation oJ: auch peroonB 
and !Qr tlW ex$.-lI~ ~tion and aCtiuisi tion of such. dooUtllsnts if they are 
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. Los Angeles (J 

The Honorable Tom Clark 
Department of Justice 
Washington~ D.C. 

My dear Mr. Clark: 

Are congratulations in order to the ~.1.:. 
Deparment of Justice on the following: 
The seditionists set free 
Ezra Pound set free 
fr .,'7 (r) ,set free' 
¥ I • --,-, set free 

Hobert Best -on his v;e...y? 
5 members of the 'Department to travel to Germ2.ny to seer-hat? 
Free the men on trial at Nilremberg? 

We long-suffering taxpayers Qsk? Is the 
Justice Department protecting ft~ericans or Germans and GArme...n 
lovers? 

.t, 
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Director of Public Relations, 
The Department of Justice, 
Constitutioh Avenue, Between 9th and 10th Streets, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir: 
I 

. I 

As a student at Yale Law School now writing a paper on propagandizing/ 
for the enemy as a possible basis for a treason charge, I am writing to J 
ask for a copy of the grand jury indictment returned.against/Robert Best' 
and Douglas Chandler~pn December 30, 1946, at Boston. If a copy is not 
available at the DepJ'rtment, I would appre~iate knowing from what source 
I can obtain a copy. ~ \ !!! ., ~U - Z ~ ;:2 

1l.,...j!4 ........ J--r _ I 
• I ~ 1 It: 'I ' .. / ~ ""< 'r: '-t\.a-'-")- "-) l-

In addition, information is requested, if· available, of the official 
status of the cases pending against the following: Frederick W. Kalten
bach, Ezra Pound, Edward Delaney, Constance Drexel, Jane Anderson, and Max 
Koischwitz. There have been numerous stories in the papers about th§ where
abouts of these persons, named with Best and C handler in July, 1943, as 
traitors, but I desire the official status of these persons in the view of 
the Department. 

If that information is available for release, I would also be,interested 
in knowing whether any further persons are considered by the Department as 
coming within the category of propagandists, indictable for treason or any 
lesser offenses under the Espionage Act. 

If my paper would be of any interest to the Department, I would be glad 
to forward a copy when it is completed this month. It is being prepared,under 

i.( i -/ {~(~ J of the law faculty and also connected with the 
department. 

Very truly yours , 

- -4,.'::~", -; ":. "--,.- ...... ,~---.-

')-' --- Q 
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... ~~:&?]9f;~f~.J!· 
In response to y:tI\lr otl:let"',:tiltt'd1:l 

that, JlaJt Koisch'lfi 1m and' . .' . 
"~tphave.die(t -. " ru ttn<l'"AJ: 

~.1')4.s,re '--';""'DAoI 

.. ··.f:}~;~;~?f(jJ:·~' 1.~1~m. 
-,. . ,h~"V'$r,. 'recent' .l.m~.#.);t.g~~ 
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AXClW"Y;1r 

I, 

\ 

( 
\ 

Chillicothe, Oh:to 

RQ£el"Wlets 1s JGSdo to ;Y0tU" l.stter of OtJe~or ,. 
194-8, addressed to t.b<a Director" Federal llureau or Inve~,t.i
gation and to Hr. Hoover's reply <)f DeoetAbor']J, 194&. 

For your iutom&..tion, t~ CIt the individU&la who 
were lq,d1ot.4d for trel,l$ot\ in the Diotriot; of ColUlllthi4 in -
1943 haw been oonvioted and are under sontenoe of lite 
.ti:rp~8Otl1'Afmt,.. They are Do\lglas CbAndlO.F aM, Robert U. ~$t. 
ctiandlor appeal(td and the CirCUit. Court otA?peal~ tor the 
F1rs~ Circuit haG rei)cnt.l,r a.rt~ the d~oi81on •. Beet'a 
appqJ... i$ nov pending. ~ra Pound" as you know, 1a.s been 
dec~ }:JlentUly .inOapablEJ to stand t.rlAl and is oonfinlld 
tQ st.· Ell.~tht4 Hoepital, \'ia$hi.ngton,. n. C. A re<J@t. 
ca.W.n&.Uon indicQtea that. Poun4 i$ .t.U.l unabl.o to atand 
trial. 
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having f'iret CQi!1$ to another judic1:al. d1.strict., the 
indictment ag,ainst ,bel" wa. diad.sed.. For sjmj]er 
reasons, the indict.s.ont asainst Jane And.raon, who 
i8 still soiIloWbere in Europe, was aleo d18tl\iaaed.. The 
dislnissal ot t.he indictuent.s agains\ Drexel. and Anderson 
does not foreclose 8Ubqq\tent reindlctmeat., should ~6 
tacts available AS legal. evidence in a treason prosecut.ion 
warrant it .. , 

. .. 

Rospectfull)r , 

For t.he At-tomo1 GollGral 

Al,i1;XUDltR K. CJJ(PBltLL 
As,slatant At.torneY General 

" 
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" 



• 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D\C. 

Gentlemen: 

• Los Angeles California, April 6, 19: 

I am deeply interested in the case of Ezra Pound who has been 
accused of treason and is now a patient in St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
in Washington. 

Pound has been accused of uttering treasonable remarks during 
certain broadcasts for the Italian Government during the last war. I 
should like very much to get further information regarding these 
broadcasts etc. If at all possible, I should like to get copies of 
his so-called treasonable utterances, together with whatever evidence 
the government may have on file that pe, Pound, uttered them. In brief, 
I should like to get all available information regarding the case of 
Ezra Pound. I have been informed that this information is available 
upon payment of a small fee. If your office does not handle this 
information, then will you please turn this letter over_~o the depart
ment concerned. 

Thank you and sincerely 

~' -' ,'.~ '. ' 

Los Angeles 27, California 

L" f4l....; 

~'t 

. 
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April 14. 1950 

lJ .. Sl. 
-:~:~ 

,. 

c:::-. 
1fIjHMS 

~I () LC--) 
Loe Medea 27. California. 

Dear (PI '1 tc..) 

Be t United states v. E&n Pound. 

Referenoe ia made to your le'ttor otAprl16, 1950, 
requesting information l"6gard1n~' the above entitled ma.tter. 

As you know, Pound ~8 indioted in the Diatrlot ot 
Columbia in 1945 tor treason. Shortly thereafter, IUld prior 
to trial, he wae adjudg$d to. be of unsound mind' and was· 
oommi ttod to St. Elizabe th t. Ho api tal, WfUlhington, D. c. 
The indiotment which was returned aga.1nat Pound 18 still 

"'outattmding, and under t~e oircumstances 1 em. sure you 
oan appreoiate that ,it is impossible forme to make avail
able to you the intonuation that you have requo$ted. 

~COrdS 
Miss Hamlin 
M~s Fillius 

Respeott'ully. 

For the Attorney General 

.y-



-

" . 
, " 

'~ 

The Attorney General 
Departnent of Justice 
"::ashington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

... ~ 

N-ovember 28, 1950 

I am,working on a doctoral dissertation on the life of ~zra Pound 
for the departlY,ent of English at the University of California in 
Berkeley. tlt present I am on leave of absence to do research in 
the LibB.ry of Congress. 

:!!ould you please tell De if it would be possible for lIH3 to have 
copies of the material in your files of the treason charges and 
evidence aecl.inst !!r. Pound and any other relevant iilforml!ttion? 

If such copies are not a~ailable would you tell me if and where I 
might examine the originals? 

Thank you very much for your courtesy. 

Sincerely yours, 
> ~. ,'" ••• ~ •• ' 

Brookeville, l-!.aryland 

, ' 
,-~ 

/ 
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December 6, 1950 

0,7CC) 
Brookeville, Mar,yland 

• Dear r, 

Re::Uni ted states v. Ezra Pound 
",':: 

Reference is made to your letter'of.Noyember 28, 12.50, 
reques'ting copies of the treason charge .. ~d evidence contain.ed 
:tnthe files of this Department in ·the above entitledmatter. 

I am encloslngacop;yof the' indi~tmerit which· was retUrned 
against Pound in >the District of Co1uinbia in 1945. As you know, 

. shortly after the return of the indictment and prior to trial 
Pound was adjudged to be of uDs.oUnd'tdnd and was cozmni tted to 
st. El.izabeths Hospital, WashingtOn, ·D.' C. 'lbe indiqtment is 
still'ou tstanding against Pound a;ldshoUlc:i he be ~djudged sane 

-at sometime in the future, hewou;tci.be.sUbject·to trial under 
that .indictment~ Under these CircUms~'ees lam sure you can 
appreciate that it isinipos~ible;:.to\~~8.l:tcopies of any of 
the material in the confidenti81- files·' of'· this Department c;on-
"~erning Pound or to make such; inateriBlayt!Uab1:etO the public 
for in.spection. .; '.' .' ,; 

Eric. No. 76379 

j ~ 
. Records 

Miss Hamlin 
Miss Fillius 

'f~' . 
• " c-t; .' _ 

. ,(~>, . 
- ~ '-"";I/;i;..'" 

R.eQ'~ otfull}r , 

·····.Fox .. 'the Attorney Gener8.l 

. ,JAMEs M. McINERNEY 
- . ~SSiBt.{mt. Attorney General 

. ..J ~,. 

. . ~ . ..... 

\30 



• 
f,Ir. J::;'Ul2 S E:::: L12 rne y 
Head of ~riminal DivisiQ~ 
Dep~rt~ent of JU8tice 
·:J3.g;'·illc;ton, D.C. 

De::::.r Sir! 

Fe '.::>ruary :27 f 

RECEIVED 

~n . 1'818. 1:.i.::::n. to ~ :::~ 8e :3.r?h )1'0 j~C t 1:1 906 t:cy , 
I '.:un lntSresteo 1n reaOlnfi: tnt; te,-J~l,:lOny of 
Ezra r'o'--lnd durin~ his tri~l for tre~son. The 
.~'.~ •. '" o,co II" '-r.o'uTH ~'TLLtl <:> ~n'J" r:" '1",·1'.L' ,:',1 ',":"8 JC1.\; ...... .L J. .. J..L.\';,.;..I.J-.. ,"- vU:...'J O.L '( ..., i'f ........ 

pu i.:;11ebed by John S. !vlayfie '..0. of the P:n'~~ Book 
Shop, ~ashington, D.C., i5 July, 1?43. 

Can you please sU6SBst any illS thad, such as 
):lotostt3.tlc co:)y, microfill0., etc., \'li'lereby this 
'lie,t~rial rnay be m9.de avail~')le for my purpose'? 

I shall greatly appreciate whatever 
coopeN;ltion you find it possible 't'O offer. 

::~DD;?~SS: 
(.fir/ce) 

Chestnut Hill, 67, 
1"I8. 8 sac hu se t ts 

3e 8)eC tfully , 



• 
JHM'tDLF:vb . 

-.}, 

.: .. ~ 

'. March 8, 1951 

. , 

~t 7(C) 
Chestnut Hill, 67, Massaohusetts 

l 

. Dear\ C.t J 7( c) 

.' .' 'R~£erence ·tS . made to your'letter"ot':}~~bru~ry 27, 1951., 
. :~e4ue8ting to be, adv:1:sed whetlieracopy:'()f. the '. testimony of. 

',' Ezra Pound' 'during ,)d.tl treason,tr.lal." cQllld be made available 
. to YOll;'£~r:u8e1n;connection with ,a:riia-earChproject in 
poetry.':' . ", ". . 

.' . Ezra Pound':was first indioted for.:treasononJuly 26; , 
1943, intheDistr.ic~ of Cl>lumbia;. subB~uent1y., on 
November'26;:1945, 's,superseding indic'bTIent for treason was . 

/l"etu~edagtiinstPound in that pistriot.· .. Shortly' thereafter 
and' prior to trial. Pound was adjud.&ed'-tqbeolunsoundmind 

..andw:as:oo~1tted to St. Elizabeths H08pital,Washington, : 
···~'·"·'D •. C~::,.:Be'caUse of th,i,s oommitinEmtP,ound::;~s'never beenbreught 

.. ~t:a.ai' bp. ;the: treason oh~ge8,aueged'-:~n ,the indiotment~ 
"How-ever,_thf:!indiotlTi~mt i8st1.11,out8t.anciing~'ainst pound, 

'o' "'4~'ld shoUld he be adjudged sano' a.tgomeA~)ne 'in the f'utuX'e# .. 
. ~ ·::',he . would , \:>o":Bubjeet totriai under thitt~'indictment~: I"am 

<"~~cloB"in.g""tor-:y~ui:. information a COPY":.6t:~e.:j,ndlctinent . 
," .- ..... ,:w:hirili wa:rreturnedagainat Pound" in "N~v.etnl?e'~;19h5.. . 

~N'\ .......•..•.•• ". .....,< . . ' Re::t::~orney General 
\ '~'. ',' . . .... 

,. i.-, 

1.:--,' 

" ,.' 

:. 

, I 

. " 



• 
Derart~ent of Justice 

7ashington, D. C. 

Dear SiTS: 

• 
NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 

Earch 26, 1951 

."" 
.) 

RECEiVED 

MAR 29 \951 

CRli~ill\r\L DiV\S\ON 

Could you rossibly send me ~ copy of the Grand Jury's indictment 

of Ezra ~ound? I would also be interested in seeing a cory 

of the rToceedings against him. I hope this wouldn't be too 

r.lUch bo ther. 

Sincerely yours, 

. ., 

~-

'\;\ 

~~. ' ' 

, 
C~ 
',JI 
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!'pril 10, 1951 ~,~ 
.,J 

I..{ i r( ( C ) 

NaSl'l ville, Tennes"ee 

Dear 

Reference is made to your letter of "1arch 26, 19S1, 
requesting copies of the indictm.ent in the Ezra Pound case 
and of the proceedings aLaJnst him. 

:;:zra 'ound was first indicted for treason on July 26, 
1943, in the District of Columbia. Subsequently, on 
November 26, 1945, a superseding indictment for treason 
was returned against round in that district. Shortly 
thereai'ter and prior to tr:i.al Pound was adjudGed to be of 
unsounG mind and was committed to St. li:lizabeths Hospital, 
WashinGton, D. C. l.)ecause of this commitment, Pound '.ms 
never broubht to trial on the treason charges allel,ed in 
the indictment. Consequen tIy, the only proceedi nb a bains t 
'tound was that in connection with the nearinb as to his sani tJ, 
and the Department does not have transcripts of that proceed
ing available for distribution to the public. T am, hOwever, 

" enclosing a copy of the indictment which was returned against 
- Pound in November 1945. 

R espec tfully , 

For the Attorney General 

JA:-oIES !"i. HcIN:::RHEY 
Assistant Attorney General 

.,,--: ." 

Y Records 
vliss Fillius 
Miss Hamlin 
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lJ April 10, 1951 

(P,1 Le) 
;'.,,' 

Chestnut Hill, lofassachusett15 

Dear L(', '7 C c. J 

Refere,nee iamade 1"-0 ydui- rtl:cf'mt,l,e.tt.er ~~que8t-
" fng information as to how'youmay" obtain access 'to copies--
of Ezra Pound,' 8 shortwavebroadcuiats from lttily. ' 

, ,", . . ,.... ': ',- '., 

The indictment which wa~r'etm.ned against Pound' 
in 1945 is still ciutstanding aga1:nst. hinl and. :ehoulp.l,1e be 
adjudged of sound mind atimy t1l1i~'-'1n the future, he wou:Ld 
be subject to trial under ,that indictment. Under these ' 
circumstances'I am aure you ~iapp.teciate tha:t i tis 
impossible to fUrnish copiesor;';make~:av~il~ple tor,in,spec-
tion such transoripts of, Pound,' 8i",l;lroad'c8.at:<a;S~':,may ,be contained 
in the -confidential fileao! tni'f(Pepai-,itneilt~' 

...... ".. '.,.-

-. ;:'for <the :AttOrney General, 
;': . 

,', , 

: .. : .... ,. 
'.' ,:~ft.MEsM~' McINERNEY 
.; ASsistant Attorney Ge~eral -/ J_ '.-

, '. R'e¢ords 
}lis s Hamlin 
Miss Fillius 

.~ .. ' 

" ", 

" I 

. I 

, I 

, I 

,. I 
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November rr 3.952 . 

.. \ CR/7CC) 
~':.. . Portland. 66~ Oregon 

/.pI! )(C) 

•... . TheSe(Jretary·of Statellas' referred to rile 
yoU1" letter of October 17, :1952, ~. which. youinqidre 
why: Ezra Pound wa.stried 'for:: treaeo'll,;/' .... . 

Pound was fi~st':;~,!lted;:ror. treason on . 
; ':JlliY 26, 1943 in.the Di;Strl:ct~r'Col'~iL arid a super";." 
. ··,~ding indi(Jtmeht~s ·~tu.rnea:.agm.-n~biiJi.;(m November' 

...·26,-.+945. Both ofthese~'son'indiritmeilts were base~' . 
"'!>Qn ':Pound'sacti,vities~a .a1·i&P1;o·:propagand1st for the 

. :.; 

·'c.. ):~UAn;Governmen'ti durlng·'Wol1d,Ylarn,;. ·I.low~ver~:' .... 
<.(Pound was never bro~ght~ tri4lo11 the' t.~a.s(Jn chargee' 
"', 'illeged in:tl:l6 indic-bnent}t>~cal1se:Pi'ior,.to :tria.lhe· was 

'-:·decle.r.ed by-the court 't.O;be orwiBoun4mirid~~.th,ere~<~~ . 

. ~" 

",;~. .' 

. . . .... . ........ ' --
',' fore incaPabl.a ofst.anding. t*1~andvt.lB_comildtted -.to j .... --.< ..... _"<.~ 

. -' st. ~l"i:ta.bethls Hosp1t41:,·Wiah1.ngton;·:n. c. The treason .. 
," :tridiCtment against Po~' is ~8ti~ ~ll~g and .~hould ... : :" .. 

.' '. ):!.·:~dj~:bj!.,:?ttt~~~~Rt;~~;'€t'i> ;f:, .... ...• ·'<,x. 
'-V", ;'.':.". 

f;~ . 
~f¥,~l"J< "'.' 

.. 
";. ::" - ';." 

. ., 

;..-
.: .•... 

:::\tt~apectfulli, . .. "-. 
. ~<)~~. 

' ... fox;':the· A\;torney .. ~.r;i~~l.-: -
._ .. ,- ;., :"" ',,: ~ ..•.• " • .~ .. :' ,,".. . .'.1~~~' • 

: -,' .,~ . 

:: " 

'''. , 
,.::,,"' ',. 

-;. . CHARLES~:B.MT.lRRAY 
. "it3Bis'~~' A ~tOrney. Ge~~ra.l .'" 

'",'~'. ,; ':: ~'. . ':. 

. ,' '..-.,'. 

. '. SP'Ti), LA ).'i D:~M:AiLED"~ .. ' 
., . ·.,00J:.1MDNICATIOl~S "SEO .' 

r j~OV', ,:19520 .... 
. . .... _. '." .. 

. ::'.,. 

. ::". 
~ .. ~ .. ' 

, .... 

:.: '.(. 
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• ' UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS • 
DEPARTMENT OF LATIN AND GREEK 

L.AWRENCE 

, , 

His Excellency Dwight D. Eisenhower 
President of the United States 
The White House, Washington, D. C. 

..... . ........ ," / f . "0 , J . ,-. 

( ,., . . ' 

(p)'1( C) 

Lawrence, Kansas 
June 13 ~ 195:5, 

Dear Mr. Eisenhower: rR\N\H\ir.;.. !..JAY. ~ .• vN 
"I' 

I have never written to a President or the 
United States berore, and I do so now only in behalf or another 
and with the hope or advancing the caus'e or justice. You are no 
doubt aware_C:>! ___ .i?~"l,~.~:li t:q?-;t:;~.<?l1:",9.Jd,~,Z.r.~.J?.9JJp.q, .~ho has, b,e,en,_.conf1 ned., . 
. f9J.~,mqre'"thl?Il seVEm ye§-!,s.in, ~~. Eli~abeth' s Hospital", Washington, 
D. C. As an American citizen I courteously inquire of you whether 
his case has come to your attention ror review' since you assumed 

-,' -

\\ ~;!~:~~;~;'~};;~;~~~;~;~:~¥~~~~~i;~~~~~\;~;f~t~b~~t 
I do not assume any knowledge of his situation 

beyond my personal acquaintance with Mr. Pound and all he has accom-
'plished for the'--a:rt, literature and thought of our ·time nor do I pre
sume to judge those who apprehended him" examined him psychiatrically, 
and confined him without trial. I am" however, convinced that he is 
not criminally insane although obviously highly eccentric, that his 
error la1-in inveighing on a foreign radio against usury and the admin
istration of the late President F. D. Roosevelt and not in advocating 

any treasonable act, and that he is both a very kind and generous man 
and beyond dOU~_~~.~, greate,st.liVi~.poet "now writing in English. 

He has surely paid uncomplainingly (and his in
nocent wife even more in a manner we can only imagine) for whatever 
wrong he may be .presumed to have done; there can be no question at this 
late date of a trial, his long incarceration being all that the United 
states government can require of him'. Like Ezra Pound, I feel that a 
man must act according to his conscience; and in view or the consideratic i 

set forth above I am asking you to mlfill not only my own sincere' . 
wishes but those or many men and women here and abroad by freeing 
Ezra Pound from his imprisonment,. 

•• " ._"_, of • • ',. 

., '/ ' .,c ; ) L./ i:" -" / _. . .... ''" 
....;- --'--- ..... -._,'- . 

lam, very sincerely yours, 
,..+: .... '! 

.; .. ~' ... ..:.:~-~. 

.M: J .. ,.,0 .. ~ 
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COMMUNI} 

The Honorable Robert J. Brownell 
Attorney General for the United Sts. 

Department of Justice 
Wa.shington 25, D. C. 
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WO:DFGted 

• / ... : -" J' '., 

146-7-3672 

Typed 11/19/53 
November ~; 1953 

i (p/lCC) 
~ittsburgh 32" Pa.·' 

F!' .' 
BY ~,F1Vl ' _.J 

O,nOEC 8' 1953 

". ". . .", 

Feference is made· to your letter of October 27, 19.53"c~·· 
eerning Ezra Pound. . . 

. " .. 

. Ezra Pound was firstindicted1"n .the District of Colunb:La 
. ,on tJUy26, 15'43" tor 'treason. 'Atth~.,oortc1usion of \ior1d War II' 
f\. "j he.w .... returned to the Uniteci State~ from!t~.. . in mts:to?y, .an~ o~ Novem
'n ",' ber 26, 1945, a superseding ind~ctment was returne,d agro.nsthim. 
, '.: Bqth':of thesetreas'onindictments ~re based upon his. aetiYit1es ' .:, 

. 1\ 'as a radio propEigandlstfor the Ita1l,angovernmerit,ciurlng the .~. 

. ',' 

-::'. '. 

~tlithrespect to yo~r comments' conceriung~ra Ponndt's' .. ' 
'confinement to st. El.iz~ths Hospi t:al and. your statements t.hat 
.,there is. no.visible 'l~cord of ~he fo.~r d,oe:tors .m.o committed him' 
, and·no formal, review of Jus. condition to eatflbli,sh "mether he is .•. : 
ab1.e,-toatandtrial,it m:<wb~ho.rin:terest,to you . that, the question 

,;;.of')1:r.,",Pourid's'm~ta1~()nditi~ 'ilas fi~':raised ~ .his at-torney,; 
}.:. 

'.' who, "'at the time o£Mr'~:PQU,Ild';s .. arra1gnni!!~:tonth~, treaSon charge~, 
niade representations. to '~hec~urt ' thatl:i~.:'i.1asor· unsburtdriiind.,.· '.' 

... , 'PUXSll,ant tp thereqtleat.'~£' Hr{lotUla(sattomey':j 'the. courlentered 
".an oliler dire.cting thiitthe ,def'e~ant "P~d,'oo "transferred .to a' •. 
- hospital. for ~:xaminati()n and obSe1"V'a,t±on.by. pSychiatrists. Iri'a 
"'joint Uri tten report. ~theC9u.r:t". the. fottrpsyrilrl,atrtsts who 

.. 'cqndllcted .. the exani.nati:bD.,st~ied: .. tbat Ez.ra,Pound'was .. insane·· and' ',' 
, '~entaily Unfit fortl;ial,'~ ,:and~d.Ji: needof.eareina mental hoapi.ta,l., 
~The~a£ter,upon order:.of",the cOurt, Mr. PoUnd was sent to" st~ ,: ".' . 
,El1i9-~ths Hospit~~ foi-.tte'atillen;lian:dexamir).ation~ Subsequ,ently,: 
upon m,otiono! tlili:do.v,e~etit,a· fonnal sanity hearing' was held by 

',the court andMT~':Pf1lln~Yas adjudged to be leeally insane: and was 
',eamn:itted by the court::to'st. Elizabeths Hospital., where he is . 

, p,resently confined •. : . ':;, ' . . 

. 
~.-...I 'Recor1is 

't . 
.(, ' 

Hrs ~'Green 
Chrono 

.. ~~, . 

~,,:. ':. 

"'.: :. 

, .. -
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.. The t.reas6n' indi~tmerit. of-.November ~945 i's' still out-
,st.anding agai:nst:E~~a P,oun4" and it.. at, any. time in the :t\it.ure, , 
he shou~d be adju~&.~dto 'M"legally' sane" he,woU1d"~, subject to, 
trial under that irid.icunent.. ' '( , ' 
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