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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF NEVADA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
: )
Plaintiff, )
)

V. ) Case No.
. )
LEE ENTERPRISES, INC. & LEE )
PUBLICATIONS, INC d/b/a ELKO )
DAILY FREE PRESS, )
)
Defendants - )
)

COMPLAINT
The United States of America alleges:

1. This action is brought by the United States to enforce the Fair Housing Act, Title VIII of

the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended by the Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988,

42 U.S.C. §§ 3601-3619 (“FHA™).

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S8.C. §§ 1331 and 1345, and
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G

10.

42 U.8.C. §§ 3612(0).

Venue is proper in this jurisdiction, purguaﬁt to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) and 42 U.S.C. §
3612(0), because the events or omissions giving rise to the claims alleged in this action
occurred in this judicial district.

Elko Daily Free Press is a daily newspaper serving Elko, Nevada.

Defendant Lee Enterprises, Inc, (“LEI”) is a Delaware corﬁoration with its principle place

of business in Davenport, [owa.

Defendant Lee Publications, Ine. (“LPI”) is a Delaware corporation with its principle

place of business in Davenport, lowa. LPI owns the Elko Daily Free Press. LPIisitselfa
wholly-owned subsidiary of LEI, and publishes the Elko Daily Free Press as an agent
and/or alter ego of LEL

On or about October 2008, Defendant LPI received z;telephone call from Vicki L. Cérter,
the rental manager for Wallace Mobile Home Park, a mobile home community located in

Elko, Nevada, Ms, Carter asked Defendants to publish an advertisement in the Elko

. Daijly Free Press for a rental vacancy.

On or about Novembet 2008, Defendant LP], acting as an alter ego and/or agent of

. Defendant LEI, published an advertisement in the Elko Daily Free Press that read:

“Private Park. City View! 2bd/2bth, wﬁsher, dryer included. No kids, No Pets.
$875/month. Call 9am to 9pm 738-5932” (“No Kids Ad™). This ad was published in the
Elko Daily Free Press for a period of approximately one week.

Complainant Silver State Fair Housing Council (“Silver State™) is a non-profit Nevada
corporation with its principle place of business in Reno, Nevada,

One of Silver State’s specific purposes and goals is to promote equal oi:opdrtunity in the
rental of bousing and to eliminate all forms of illegal housing discrimination. To this
end, Silver State (1) investigates allegations of discrimination, (2) investigates housing
facilities to determine whether equal opportunity in housing is provided, (3) takes such
steps as it deems necess.ary to assure such equal opportunity as well as to counteract and

eliminate discriminatory housing practices; (4) provides outreach and education to the
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11.
12.

- Free Press and located an advertisement for an “Adult Park” that listed the same phone

13.

14.

. 3610(a) alleging that Defendant LEI and the Elko Daily Free Press had discriminated

15.

16.

U.S.C. § 3610(g)(1), determined that reasonable cause exists to believe that Defendant

community, including housing providers and consumers, regarding fair housing, and (5)
monitoring and training housing providers that have previously engaged in discriminatory
practices. '

On or about November 7, 2008, Silver State received a report regarding the No Kids Ad.
On or about November 7, 2008, Silver State checked the online edition of the Elko Daily

number as the No Kids Ad.

In responsf: to the advertisements, Silver State took a nui_nbe: of actions, including:

(a)  investigating the ownership of the Elko Daily Free Press;

(t)  conducting testing of Wallace Mobile Home farlc to confirm that it réfused to rent
to families with children.

{c) condueting education and outreach efforts, which included placing an
advertisement in the Elko Daily Free Press that described the requirements of the
FHA generally and the prohibition against familial status discrimination it
particular, '

On or about April 24, 2009, Silver State filed timely HUD complaints under 42 U.S.C. §

against it on the basis of familial status in violation of the Fair Housing Act, as amended,
42U.8.C. § 3601 et seq. Specifically, Silver State alleged that Defendant LEI' and the
E]lcolDaily Free Press had discriminated on the basis of familial status by advertising in a
discriminatory manner.

Pursuaht to the requirements of 42 U.S.C. §§ 3610(a) and (b), the Secretary of HUD (“the
Secretary™) conducted an investigation of the above-mentioned complaint, atternpted
conciliation w_ithout success, and prepared a final investigatory feport.

Based on the information gathered in this investigation, the Secretary, prrsuant to 42

LEI and the Elko Daily Free Press had éngaged in illégal discriminatory housing
practices, Accordingly, on or about September 28, 2009, the Secretary issued a

-3-
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Deteimination of Reasonable Cause and a Charge of Discrimination against Defendant
LEI and the Elko Daily Free Press.

On or about October 1, 2009, Silver State elected to have the claims asserted in HUD’s
Charge .of Discrimination resolved in a federal civil action, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §
3612(a). | |

The Secretary subsequently authorized the Attorney General to commence this

action, pursnant to 42 U.S.C. § 3612(0).

The Defendants, through the actions referred to in paragraph 8, have discriminated by

making, priilfcing, or publishing, or causing 1o be made, printed, or published, an
advertisement ‘with respect to the rental of a dwelling that indicate a preference, a
limjtation, or discrimination based on familial status, or an intention to make any such

prefefencc, limitation, or discrimination, in violation of 42 U.S.C. §'3604(c).

Silver State is an aggrieved person within the meaning of the Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C.

§ 3602(1), and has suffered damages as a result of the Defendants’ conduct described
above, ‘ ‘ | _
The discriminatory actions of the Defendants were intentional, willful, and takenin

disregard for the rights of others.

WHEREFORE, the United States prays that the Court enter an order that:

1.

W

Declares that the Defendants’ Poh'dies and practices, as alleged herein, violate the Fair
Housing Act; '

Enjoins the Defendants, their officers, endploy;es, and agents, and all other persons in
active concert or participation with any of them, from making, printing, or publishing any
notice, statement, or advertisement with respect to the rental of a dwelling that indicate ‘
any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on familial status; and

Awards monetary damages to Silver State, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§ 3612{(0)(3) and
3613(c)(1); and .
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The United States further prays for such additional relief as the interests of justice may require.

Dated: November 2, 2009

DANIEL G. BOGDEN
United States Attomey
District of Nevada

C
A351stant ited States Attorney
100 W, Liberty Street, Ste. 600
Reno, NV 89501
Tel: (775) 784-5438
Fax: (775) 784-5181
Ema11 holly.a.vance@usdoj.gov

ERIC H. HOLDER, IR.
Attorney General

Q?G&/

THOMAS E. PEREZ
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Fd
STEVEN H. ROSENBAUM.
Chief
Housing and Civil Enforcement Section

Soo il

JONM.SEWARD &

Deputy Chief .

DANIEL HYI

Trial Attorney

United States Department of Justme
Civil Rights Division’

Housing and Civil Enforcement Scction
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W,
Northwestern Building, 7th Floor
Washington, DC 20530

Tel: (202) 514-4701

Fax: (202) 514-1116

Va. Bar No.: 73540

Email: daniel.yi@usdoj.gov
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