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beena very_het1cu1ous trial. 1Its been a case in which
tﬁe Séaté of North Carolina has paraded before you a lot
of peoplé; a case in which the State of North Carolina has
p&raded before you a lot of exhibits, many of them in the
ﬁatn?é of pictures. But when you break it all down, and
when &ou éet down to the nitty gritty, and when you pget
down to the skelton of the State’'s case, when you look under
the forty witnesses, and when you look under the ninety
odd exhibits, ﬁpe only thing you find is a man by the name
of Allen Ray Hall. That is what the State's case 1is all
about, ladies and genﬁlemen.

Mr. Becton told you about Allen Hall., I'm going;
to, in an effort not to bore you because, as I said, you
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some tim but we have an oblimgation, and
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ve been here for e

I want to say a word about that. We have an obligation to

represent our clients to the best of our abillity. We have
made an effort during the past five weeks to do just that.

You have an obligation, ladies and gentlemen of
the jury, to sit here and to listen to the evidence and to
find the facts, and I am confident that you will do that
to the best of yéur ability.

Fach of us here in this trial has a specific role
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to pléy. His Honor has an obligation to preside, to be

impartial in the trial of the case. The State'or North

12 has an obligation, and as I said, the defense
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lawyers have an oblipatlon.

Now Mr. Recton nentioned the fact that much ©
the testimony of the witness-in-chief, and I sa§ the witness-
in-chief is Allen Hall. Then the witness-in-chief would be

Allen Hall, the witnesses-in-chlef would be Allen Hall,

Jerome Mitchell and Eric Junius. Those are the people that

you have heard here during your stay. And no doubt all of

you will remember, as the witnesses testified, and no doubt

you will recall tha during the testimony of the witnesses

there were numerous contradictions, some of which have been

at yvou will
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pointed out to you but I thi
probably remember about these witnesses is that on many
occasions when they were testifying they tended to say the
same things in the same word, in the same manner.

And, of course, that may ralse a question in your

‘mind, as it did in mine, as to whetlier or not, in fact, the

witnesses were playing roles or reading from a script possi-
bly. Many of vou might have heard about a man named Clifford

Irving who wrote a book. He was an author. It turned out
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that what Mr. Irving wrote was fictitious although 1t was
portrayed to the people as the truth. But he was dis-

covered. He was found out. I wonder, as we listen to

some of the testimony here, whether or not we have
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had someone writing a sc

ript T

As Mr. Becton said to you again, and you will

' no doubt recall, the State of North Carolina throuph its

many agents, the entire Wilmington police force, the entire

Wilmington fire department ,had on-record no doubt as early

as February &, 1971, all of the evidence that they brought
to you here in thils trial, all of 1it.
The State of North Carolina talked to many of the

witnesses back in Pebruary, 1971, in this case.

Let me back ur and start at what I consider the
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beginning of this case, the beginning, of the rantasy.

.

During early Tebruary o tudents at

1 some students

the high schools in Wilmington, North Carolina, had what
they considered some grievances, some problems, some things
that they wanted to point out to the school administration
as belng wrong in the schools. And they sought to do some-

thing about those ¢rievances, those problems. In my mind

that is where we start.
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Tnereafter these same students had meetingé. There
hasibéén testimony to that offect. They met with Mr.
Béllamj!‘l believe the Superintendent of Schools in Wilming-
tén, North Carolina. They met with him at the church you
ha#é hégrd éo much about. You have seeé the picture of it.
That church was Gregory Congretional Church. The pastor

of that chﬁrch at that time was Rev. Eugene Templeton, and
he was gracious enough to allow these students to meet at
his church. Mow that was the reason that they were meeting

L mde 4
v

there at that

ime, as I said. They met there to talk about

these grievances, to decide a course of action, to decide

‘what they could do to alleviate the problem that they saw

in the school system. And I submit to youw, ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, that we live in an age now where
people don't sit by if they see something wrong be they
66 years of agme or be they 6. Young people nowadays feel
an obligation to speak out when they see things going wrong
in their opinions,and everyone has a rieht to his opinion.
They had a right to their opinion. 5o they‘spoke
out, and they said to Mr. Bellamy and to the other people,

"We see some problems in these schools. We'd like to have

something done about it."



i

¥

They beran to have meetings outside of the school, :

and they went to Gregory Church, What happened when they

got down to Grepory Church ou heard the te

people in the community got mad‘about that. They rot up-

set about it, and they started making phone calls to the

church, and they started threatening the church.

And at that point the students had to make another-
decision and that decision was “Do we give up what we feel |
1s right and go home with our heads hanging down and say that
somebody ran us out with a threat, or do ve stand on what we

feel is solid ground? Do we stand on what we feel 1s prin-
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cipal and a stand on what we

feel is right?”
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And I submit to you, ladies and gentlemen, that
they made a decision to stand at the church door, to stand
on what they felt was right.

And I submit further that they had a richt to do
that. They had a right to stand at that church. They had
been invited over there. So they stayed.

But that wasn't all because you have heard testi-
mony that there was, in fact, sniping at the church after

that time. And 1ts sort of like if somebody comes around

to your house and starts snlplnpg at your house. You don't
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v obligation to leave home.
ground, and you can defend yourselves with whatever it
takes. And I submit to you, ladies and pentlemen, that
although all of us are agaiﬂst violence as a rmoeans for
accomplishing an end - I think all of us believe in right
of self-defense,
I think Presiddnt Nixon would say that he is

against violence, but he believes the Vietnamese people

had a right to stand their ground. So we are in Vietnam

with them and they got some grievances, and they feel like
they are right and what happens? Some people start shoot-
ing at the church. |

Now a lot of people in the community in Wilmington,
North Carolina, Just like a lot of people in other places,
didn't like the idea of what was going on down at the church.
And they read about the shooting, some burning; and they
Jumped to some conclusions, and they were upset, and no
doubt they started to call the people on the telephone and

S

complaining and so you know in the classic sense we might
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say that Wilmington had a problem.
But I am willing to say to you that Wilmington

nd 6

5 an 1971 Wilmin

had a problem before February R .
is géing to have a problem after February 5 and 6, 1971,
because 1ts begn or going to be a long time before people
learn to live together. Bul we have got to do it at some
stage.‘ But it 41s not going to happen overnight.

I am willing to submlt to you that the‘mere fact

that some students from New Hanover High School and what-

_ever other high school is down there decided to stand on

their ground, on . Foly groundlyou might say; that the

t that thej
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mere fac
any problems that Wilmlington might have thought they had
or may have had because I submit the problems were t
before. So let's not blame people because they pointed
out a problem. Let's pralse them for having the courage
to do so.

Now I want to pause here for a minute, ladies and
genﬁlemen. I want to recad something to you from one of the
bills of 1ndictment'that charges the defendants, nine of

vhom I am speaking for. This bill of indictment 1s dated

May 22, 1972. It is signed by Allen Cobb, Solicitor, and
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it reads in part "The Grand Jurors for the State, upon
their cath, present that Reginald Epps, late of the County

of New Hanover, on the 5th and 6th of February, 1971, did

~with other persons named, unlawfully, wilfully and felonious-.

ly assault law enforcement officers of the City of Wil-

mington Police Department and firemen of the City of Wil-

nmington
with and through the use of dangerous weapons, to wit:
firearms in the area" and listen to this "in the area of 302

Scuth.. Sixth Street in Wilmington, North Carolina, which

" was within the immediate viecilnity of an imminent riot."

So in that particular bill of indictment the State
of North Carolina is charging that the nine defendants did

on this date assault emergency personnel in the area of 302

South Sixth Street 1a Wilmington, North Carolina. MNothing

hat reads in pertinent part that

~reads "did wilfully, unlawfully, feloniously damage and burn

- the personal and real property owned and occupied by Mr.

Mike Poulos, to wit, Mike's Grocery Store building and con-

tents thereof, located at 302 South Sixth Street in Vilmington,




North Carolina, by the use of firebombs," et cetera.
302 South Sixth Street.
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on trial here before you ten people and has charged them
with two offenses, one of which is, and I Jjust read 1t to

you, coﬁspiracy to assault emergency personnel. The other

of which is the unlawful burning of HMike's Grocery Store

located at 302 South Sixth Street.

| | Now I ask you, ladles and gentlemen, was 1t then

that all of this otherfevidence, if you call 1t that, what is
/

i1t that it has to do with those two charges? And I want you

to remember that as the State of North Carolina gets up to

“talk to you after we finish. And they are going to be tell-

- &

ing you about a lot of thingS,a lot of the firemen and police-

‘men and other people who are connected with these charges

came in and told you about. And we are not goling to have

an opbortunity to get up and rebut what they say, but you

can believe they are going to do a good job of trying to

Arebut what we have to say. That is their right. That 1s

thelir privilege. I am not critlicizing them for that. I
am saying to you that will be the situation.

You know lawyers learn a lot of things. I am
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sure Mr. Stroud 1earned somet1me agpo when you don't really
have a strong case you can do a lot of things, one of which
is you can try something else.: You can try-the weekend of

February 6, 1971, and you can try everything that happened

in the City of Wilmingt

n, North Carolina, and maybe by

doinglthat and maybe by presenting all of these events that

P ¥ A R ) o
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have been presented to yqu here, many o

2 N
which we might say

ha#e no relevancy o the chafges I have just read to you.
Maybe by doing-that the State of North Carolina would have
you to believe khat you have an obligation to convict these
defendants because all of these events may have happened
or gome of them may have happened.

And vou recall, ladies and gentlemen, when Allen
Hall was on the witness stand testifying and ever%kime he

would say that some of the defendants or he shot at or into

nd a little child.

a car, he
Recall if you will the evidence about that. And he would
say that somebody shot into the car, and he would say
was a lady and a little babyvin the car. So then you are
supposéd to assume that these aré bad guys who would go out
shooting cars with ladies.and 1little babies in them, and

you are supposed to be infuriated at these defendants as a




result of that, and you are supposed to go out in the jury-

. room and convict them of some other crime with which they

are charpged based on that kind of evidence.

But I submit to you very humbly, ladies and

‘gentlemen, that His Honor will charge you about and in

regard to that evidence.' And he will charge you that you
are to consider only so huch of 1t as may corroborate what
Allen Hall had to_saylor what Jerome Mitchell had to say
or what Eric.iunius had to say.

Nowf; am sure you have decided by now that we are

going to present four arguments for the nine defendants, and

"I will make an effort not to overly burden you with things

that we don't consider relevant. But as I said before, we

will try to fullfill our obligation to represent these young

man to the best of our ability and arguing our contentions

of the evidence to you is a part of that responsibility,
I sald to you earlier that the State's case when

you break i1t down and when you remove the surplusage and

when you look at the case, you pget to Allen Hall, and ybu

get to Jerome Mitchell, and you get to Eric Junius. Well
we ought to say a few things about those people.

I'd like to talk about Mr. Junius very briefly.

e e e
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You recall he testified befbre you yesterday. And I say

'this young man appeared to be a smart young man, vhich is

in the ways of the State at léaSt= He said he made D's
and C's and B's in school. But he is thirteen years of

— ~ 1r
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age and he has been arouﬁd the City of

grew up with his grandmother. He's known Mr. BErown. He

knows a few other policeloffiéers and he is aware, having

been in trainine school for eleven rconths as he testifiled,

he is aware.that police officers had a lot of power and

they caﬁ effect him one way or the other if they so choose.
So I submit to you that he wasn't exactly innocent

when he came in here yesterday, took the witness stand and

testified as to what happened; told you that he went to his

doctor once a month for something he doesn't know what it
is.

He remembers what Ann Shephard in 1871, February
6, he savs, but he doesn't remember the name of hic édoctor
nor the kind df doctor he 1s, but he would have you believe
that he is going to that doctof to have his arm treated, and
he would have you believe that he 1s qualified to ~lay

football and basketball, and does, in fact, play on an
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organized team of football. But yet he goes to the doctor.
once a month for his arm.

He robbed the paper man, he said, with a knife

S0 long. He 1s charged with armed robbery, and he admits

:hat he sometime

omaetimes will 14e ¢ h

uelp himsel
uation that he may be in. That is one of the State's
witnesses, .

He testified in addition that he had on several

occasions been in the company of one Allen Ray Hall. They

- had looked at plctures together of the defendants. He

testified that the State of North Carolina came down to
see him in Rocky Mount, but this was during the time that
whén he knew he was goingz to get out of training school
anyhow. S§ it really didn't make any difference about him
boming down to see him.

I submit that he also knew that he could go back
o training school. He knows it right now. He knew it
yesterday whenAhe testified. So let's consider what he
had ﬁo say in that light.

Going back to the witness-in-chief for the State

around whom I submit to you this case rises or falls, and

that 1s Mr. Hall. And going back to what I had to say about
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- ¥ilmington papers, Some of you, I recall, sail

thevgituation that existed in Wilmington, many of you as

a matter of fact, ladies and gentlemen, I submit when you

}
>
o

.hosen to sit on this case, you recalled having

were bein

o

fead about this case in the newspaper. Maybe you take the

----- d that you

3 Y-
4Ch BAA ]

“had some opinion about these defendants, at least Rev.

Chavis, but you said you could, in fact, put those opinions
out 5f your mind, and they would not, in fact, affect the
way you considered this case. I am going to call on you
now in behalf of these defendants to keep that promise.

But no douﬁt many people in the community down

n were somewhat outraged at what went on down

in Wilmingto
ingto

there on February 5 or February 6, and they didn't know

one. Mr. Stroud can't

le, if any
know who may have been responsible, 1f anyone, and I sub-
mit no one knew who was, in fact, responsible.

But nonetheless with all of the police reports
and with the reports of the fire department, along comes
a man named Allen Hall who was in jJail on two charges. And

Mr. Hall has been thinking every since he got 1n jail, he

said. But he has been jJust thinking, and I subnit he has

~been thinkine of a way to get out of jail. And finally
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hé got an opportunity to talk to either Mr. Stroud or Mr.
Brovwn ¢r to someone from the Wilmington Pollce Department,
and he realized that this may be a golden opportunity for
him to get out of Jéil. And so he became the missing link
in the chain because if you take what Allen Hall says. I
éubmit the State has no case and therefore he 1s a very
vital 1link in the chain. He had already stated that he

could not do twelve years. He ha& been thinking how to get

Now Hall decided to give ﬁhe State, the police,
detectlives some statements about Rev. éen Chavis first. And
you know for some reason the State of North Carolina has had
some problems in accepting the fact that this man is a
reverend. You no doubt recall that some of the qugstions

asked by the State tlils man who wears a clerical collar,

this man who calle himself a reverend. Well I don't recall

that those questions were raised about any other reverend

who testiflied who came into this trial. But be that as it

*aa W a—a Ve aals
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may Mr. Hall pgave the State of North Carolina a statement

and it so happened that somevhere down the line we got a
copy of that statement, and when Mr. Hall took the witness

stand, and we confronted him with his own statement, one

4
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and he began to look a

- lives. And thils 1s the same man who wrote a threatening

that he had signed.

And there was 8 se§ond statement Mr. Hall had
We confronted him with that. And you no doubt
recall that he beﬁan to squirﬁ a 1ittle bit in his chair,
Stroud. And at one point when
he got back completely into a corner around the lie he had
told he came off the wiltness stand, and he Tra
to jump at one of the counsel, Mr. Ferguson. But this is
the same man who decided to come back and tell the truth.

He owed Wilmington something he said. He owed soclety some-

" thing he said. That 1s why he was back.

And this is the same man, same righteous man who
was out there trylng to protect the children at the church

.ent the women in the cars going Dby the street

and to preven
from getting shot. This is the same man, but this is also

Y

the same man who charged © £ the witness stand, and many

\

of you, no doubt, will forever rcmember that moment in your
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jetter that you all read, and this is the same man around
whom and around whose testimony the State's case is based
because 1f you take what this man says then you do not

have a case because he has got to, as Mr. Becton said, he's
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got to!shadow Rev. Ben Chavis.
He's got to be with him wherever he goes be-
cause he's got to see whatever he does because he's got

to get on the witness stand and tell it, because that is

 the only way you can convict this man. So he comes over

to the church on Friday afternoon the first time he has

met Rev. Chavis, but for good measure he says he had seen

k)

him at sometime back in February or January, but he didn't

and
meet him.

So he comes over to see who this man is, and Mr.
Becton went through this, and he told you about it, but let
me momentarily reiterate what he said on the witness stand.

He said, "I walked up, and I asked where was Ben
Chavis. And somebody told me he was over in.the parsonasae.
So I went over there to see him. And for some reason he
was busy at that time, and I couldn't see him. So I had
to go around to my cousin's house, and I started around to
my cousin's house, but on the way to my cousin!s house I
met somebody on the street, the name I don't recall. I

don't have it before me to rap with her

me, and I stopped

for awhile, and then I realized I didn't have time to go

turned

o]

to my cousin's house where I had started., 3o

- T
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~around and went back to the church."

Now as far as I know as far as his testimony
goes this was the first time that he had been at the church,
and as far as I know at that point he had not said that he
had any specific responsibilities to carry out. But he had
to rush back to the church af that time without getting to
his original dest1u t1ou.

So hé rushed on back at that time, and as he has
testified he heard about the Chicago strategy. Rev. Chavis
told him about 1t, This was their first meeting.- He told

him how it all went, and you heard it. And then he went on

around with Rev. Chavis and the others on Oleander Drive

down to Fields place, and they are riding in a white wagon.
You have seen the p;ctures of the white wagon.

But you never saw the driver of the white wagon. The alleged

. You saw a lady at the store who says that she saw

Johnny Robinson buying some bullets, and it was so important

to her that she thought she cugit to call and let his boss

.~ man know that his employee was out buying some bullets, and

she had just happened to have met this man a few weeks be-
fore that in the street, and T submit she didn't know his

name at that time, but she remembered i1t. She saw the
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wagon, and she called out to the chinchilla farm and told

his boss about it.
But you can belleve that, ladies and gentlemen,

but you ought to also believe her when she sald that she

| looked inside the wacgon, and there was nobody in there. And

you ought to compare that to the testimony of Allen Ray Hall
because he said when they got out to go in and get the
bullets the Rev, Chavis, Jim Grant and another dude were
notor running. Remembered to
take off as if they were robbing the bank. So you'd have
an obvious conflict 1in the States own evidence.

And I submit that 1s one of many that you recall

in the States own evidence. But nonetheless Mr. Hall comes

on back. He is stopping to buy some gas, and Ben Chavis

- pays for it accordiig to hils testimony. And they come on

back to the church, and this is on Friday night, and re-
that
member/this is the night before they allegedly committeod

But we are telling you all about Friday night.
The witnesses that are produced by the State over which we
have no contfol, and when they came back to the church and

that was sometime after that they went down to Fifth and

W R TT ATy
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Nun to get a white man out of a house who had cursed. I

‘don't remember the facts about that, whether he cursed at

a sister or whether he shot at somebody. I do remember

h °N 1r
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- house, he and Chavis, and others of the defendants. But

now the& ére not charged with that ’remember, but ;hey
did it anywvay. | |
fhe State produced witnesses to testify who dig
it. So they zo down towards this house and that some-
body carriesa firebomb, and they throw it; that it bounces
ofr'the house. You remember the testimony in that regard.
And#Allen Hall talks about Saturday when he got
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house. Rev. Chavis was there azgain and all of the defendants

wére there, and they were talking about getting some money
to get some food. But by that time Allen Hall had run a
little problem because at one point he salid that he was

at his uncle's house on Fridcy night Or:uking some Scotch,
and his;aunt took him down to get some Kentucky fried
chicken,  That was in‘his statement.

~ And then he changed hls mind about that and said,

T A3An't buv no 11Aaunn
» M ARALEY v WAy LIV s ljuava
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I didn't go to the liquor store. VWhen I actually went to

‘the liguor store was on Saturday morning, and I bought a

pint of ligquor, and I went around to my cousin's house on

Sixth Street; and we consumed that. Some other people at

But I haven't yet seen his cousin come in and
fesfify anything about that to corroborate Allen Hall 1
that regard. But I have seen a lot of corroborated evidence,
sd called.
| And thén Allen Hall later'dn that Saturday morn-

ing after, as Mr. Becton said, after he had now become the

'—=r1ght hand man of Rev, Chavis. He is a lieutenant. So he

rides down with Rev. Chavis to East Arcadia because there
is a man down thére that is supposed to get a truck load

of guns out of District of Columbia, and I dou't know what

& A 2
to do with this

(1

hat has got
said they went down there ror,'to see this man because he

said that Rev. Chavis had hired him, that this man was a

. good truck driver, and he could get the guns out of the

District of Columbia and bring up to Wilmington.
And then they came back and this is when e says

in the statement, I believe, that he had been messing around
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‘ Saturdav afternoon. And we confronted him with the fact

'that he previously stated that he was messing arqund. He

— o & P 3 - ~ -
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' was messing around, took some guns from the church took

§°;\?i ;i“;\ " them down to the community center,lbroke in, JUSF me551ng
;ff; E?%};-fi..around, - | . 'v' |
< it ;:;” .if'f';"irjl Tnen they‘decided snat fnat wasn't a good place
! ;‘;‘ 5jf - i'so they messed around on over to the community hospital
R L ,5 and b broke in and he said that during this time when they
i. 71"‘1?%were talking with the guns sticking down in their pants
o ‘" _'»"';:v.:'that Ann Shephard was vith them. She had a gun. She was
Qv . ttmés‘sing gpo;ﬁd T _n,sp se. And then they decided to

0 gus
| come back,toltne'cnurchrfor some ;eason; This was Saturday
“;4 ;evening; o | |
¢ 1;3f And.he cemevback to tne church. He said later
;fSafundaQ nigho; and ﬁnere was an interesting point that
“'fne £estified about, but he remembers specifically that
ﬂ’Reu. Chavis got a group together to go down to Fifth and
| Nun Street again to get this man out of his house down there
: because he had a 30— 30 rifle, ‘and he was shooting.

So Rev. Chavis, Allen Hall his lieutenant all

ntof the defendants go to Fifth and Nun once again. They are

™
i
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" never got any further than Sixtl

not charged with that, and this time Mr. Hall says that

there were some barricades at the corner of Sixth and Nun

but Chili and another man went on down on the left

+hr

on the right side, and they got about half way down the

street, and he said this was around 9:30, as I recall.And

after’the man had thrown the firebomb a police car pulled

- up. He said a detective's car. And he said he recognized
1t as being a detective's car because of the helmets that

. they had.

;think it was as this polnt or some point earlier

confronted with his previous sworn testimony,

sl 2

that he wa
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at which time he had stated under oath in court that he had

[
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J'toward Fifth and Nun; and, as Mr. Becton has adequately

pointed 6ut, he began to move the intersection of Sixth

 and Nun all over the place because Mr. Hall has to be tell-

ing the truth, because Mr. Hall i1s the hub and the sub-

stance of the State's case. And if you don't believe Mr.

" Hall then you can't believe the States got a case. If you

“don't believe the States got a case, you can't convict the

defendants. So Mr. Hall can't tell anything wrong on the
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,he sala ear

And so he begins to wiggle and squirm, and as he

is confronted with one contradiction on top of another con-

‘tradiction he becomes a little bit ambiguous, and he invents

nd he

an'amended'statemeﬁt, we allege to you, or we conten

- did, that he 1nvents an amended statement, and we say we
don‘t have a copy of that 1nvented statement that he in-
. vented of that amended statement that he 1nvented. So we

”can't contradict him when he says something that is in the

amended s tatement. i

And 'so everytime that we aSk him something that

"1 t contradicts what he is saying now, he

B o e
lier tha

. puts it in the amended statenent. And so he 1s not telling

”

anything wrong on the witness stand. He is telling the
vtruth.

. But Mr. Stroud Mr. Meticulous Stroud, who doesn't
miss much, I contend, 1is how while he is down in Lumberton
getting all these amendments, 1s how when he is down there

getting the statement rather, he misses all these thiﬁgs that

Mp. Hall says that he told him about the defendants. And it

A es wn
is n¢ 1 Y

concern of Mr. ﬁall why the State didn't put it in

there because he told them about it. And 1t wasn't his
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,responsibility tonmake sure that they wrote 1t down even

though he signed his name to it.

o
4]
[
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one of which I submit 1s because Allen Hall never said it

before. But he is saying it now, and he doesn't want to

- be inbonsisteht. So he puts it in the amended statement.

And you know one of the men he says was down there when he

gave that statement was Mr. W. C. Brown.

Mr. W. C. Brown has done a lot of work in this

"'case; I submit, but Mr. W. C. Brown never came up'to cor-

. roborate what Mr. Allen Hall had to say about the amended

statment.

. And I submit to you, ladies and gentlemen of the

State.if, in fact, the State of North Carolina had an amended

i

statement as Allen Hall says he gave, then Mr. Brown would

" have been up there with the statement. Don't you know that?

And the State of North Carolina is going to come along and

~tell you that the reasoh this was an amended statement was

‘because these were the Solicitor's notes that he wrote on

the statement.

And so, ladies and gentlemen, I don't have to glve
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these defendants my personal notes. And they are going to
have you believe that.

But you know I am like an old friendlof mine who
is a Solicitor. I have got some friends who are Solicitors.
We are not hostile with Mr. Stroud. But an old friend of
mine who is a Solicitor down in Woodland,,North Carolina -

I am sure Mr. Stroud knows him. His name is Bill Burgwyn.

And when Mr. Brown doesn't come up with the corroborating

‘sﬁatement and Mr. Stroud doesn't put him on, he would have
"you believe that these are his personal notes. But I sub-

-mit to you that there just was not. There hasn't been an

amended statement.
Now during the time that Allen Hall stayed on the

witness stand, and I believe he tookx the stand on about the

*

26th day of September, and he was up there on direct examina-

tion for approximately three days, from Tuesday until Thurs-

day afternoon, and he had a lot to say.

PR +-
o wvhat he had

(43

He 1introduced a lot of pictures as
seen,'and then he was cross examined, I believe, from Thurs-
day'afﬁernoon, Friday morning and we began on Monday morn-
ing, and thai 1s when he made the mad dash at counsel table.

But I want to say to you just one last time that
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I find 1t very difficult to accept the statement of Allen

Hall, and I submit that you have -some difficulty, ladies

and gentlemen, acéepting the statement of this ﬁan. ﬁe has

an obvious interest in getting out of jail. He has been 1n

long enough to know how the system operates. And he 1s

making'his pitch to get out. But he doesn't want to come
you k

to vou looking like the criminal that he is. He wants to

come to you looking like a man who 1s the ilenant from the

- b d

" sin of the past, who has decided in a new direction in his

1ife.

And so he gets up on the stand, and he tells you

“he was shooting above people and below people. He tells you

ﬁe was shooting with his head turned thls way and that. And-
everytime, as I sald before, he brings you a car that some-
body allegedly shot‘in, he puts a lady and a little child

in it. And then for tickers he tells you that he owes soclety

something. He owes the City of Wilmington something. You

n believe that 1f vou will, I subhmit that

n o
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will not.
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I'm not going to comment on all of the things that
all the witnesses for the State of North Carolina had to say.
But I think I can place the policemen and the firemen into

one posture, and I can-place the other witnesses into another,
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and even if you believe what all the policemen and what all
the firemen had to say when they came up here, even 1if yoﬁ'
believe every word that they had to say when they were on

the witness stand, you cannot convict these defendants uhf

~less you also believe what Hall had to say and what Mitchell

had to say and what Erie had to say, and I'd like to éay

hat there must have been some reason why the State of North

EdN & Aviwm
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an 1ncident involving the de of Steve
must have been some reason unknown to me why the qtate
would spend approximately a half day on that event.

Steve Corbett has gone from this world, and no-
body at this stage at this trial, at least, is questioning
how he met his.death. That 1s not an issue in thils case,
ladies and gentlemen, I submlt to you. But the State
spent six witnesses on that. And, as I say, even if you

believe what these people had to say, you have got another

ret over before you reach the finish line. That

'1s Allen Hall. I don't think you can get over that hurdle.

14
ting on Jerome

Let me comment before I stop
Mitchell. Now after the State of North Carolina had located

and, I submit, computerized and programecd Mr. Hall, the
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State goes back and took a 1ook at his case and sald,
"Well you know if we go in with just this, somebody might
‘not believe 1t. So we'd better get a second witness."
And I submit to you that is how Mr. Mitchell
»came on the scene. Now you know who Jerome Mitchell is.
He is the man who was sitting back bowing his head up and
down ﬁhenever his name was mentioned. You saw him. He
stood up one time when Mr. Ferguson mentiohed his name,
sfuck his chesﬁiout és if he had something to be proud
'HTJ-about and he took the witness stand, swore on the Bible
'rigrto tell the truth and he told his version of it, we sub-
that
mit and I‘d 1ike to say/Mr. Becton used "Have witness will
.~ travel" because I submit to you, ladies and gentlemen, that

" this man came in here for no other purpose than to try to

better his own condition.

1]
+
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Lgt me pause and get a drink o
" mine. |
But talking abdut Jerome Mitchell, 17 vears of
"age, serving 0 to 30‘years for second degree murder, serving
2 to 5 yéars‘for common law robbery.
How he.also made a stgtement to the State of

North Carolina through his aments and in that statement he
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talked about Friday night, and he talked about what he saild

he did Friday night, but he never sald one single word a-

-~

. bout Sa
stand and starts talking about Saturday so it 1s that when
Fa 5 et At

the question 1s raised as to why he never in the statemenv

mentioned Saturday.

So then he too takes a cue from his fellow traveler

and he tells you and wants you to believe that he made an
aﬁended stateméﬁt. And that amended statement was all the
} th1ng§ that he said here on the stand. FHe says he recognized"
the statement. He saw 1t. He didn't say he read it. Hé
sald he read sgﬁe of the amendments that Mr. Waldon, WMr.

e

w1iliam S. Waldon, Special Agent. He read some of the things

-
[}
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Mr. Waldon wrote down on that statemen
Waldon is here today. He was here earlier this week. He

was here last weck. He was here week before last, but Mr.
Waldon never took the witness stand and produced or ex-
plained to you circumstancesvof his gettinpg an amended
_statement. He never did. And I know Mr. Jay Stroud wouldn't
have slipped that one 1f he had an opportunity to bolster

up one of}his key witnesses. He wouldn't have by-passed

that opportunity, ladies and géntlemen. You can believe that.
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But Jerome Mitchell, the man who is an escapee

from a training school, I don't recall the town, but he

'4s an escapec. He says on the witness stand at the very

time he is down here in Wilmington at the church and walk-

police. But he walks up and down
behind cars that he says he saw some of the defendants
shooting too, and he sees a man that was in the car, and

he remembers that he was so tall, approximately how much

he welghed, and he was light skinned. He remembers that.

'He showed up Jjust 1h time to observe those facts.

And then he went around to a non existent club

we submit, a place called the Liberation Club and listened

F i

to the recprds and jived around. Now I have got a feeling,

3 oY 4=
when et these feeling

WNEin wec S

When we ret these feelings

- LIRS Lo & S FS
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sometimes, that the State 1is going to make the pool hall

. —~ Y

the Liberation Club. At least they are going to try

+~ A
(VA S \alo

that when they get up here and argue to you. Eut I submit

to you that this building on the corner of Seventh Street

on Castle that Jerome Mitchell says he went to is the

Liberation Club was somewhere between a furniture store
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gnd a pool roomn.

And Jerome Mitchell leaves that piﬁce and comes
back just in time again, as Mr. Becton has stated to you,
to observe some other things that will make him a credi-
ble and valid witness. He gets back in time to hear the
remarks made by Rev. Chavis over the microphone or the P.A.

system

v b

as you will, Just in time to see the young men
allegedly leaving the churéh to go down to Fifth Street
and Nun. And he 1is curious enough to walk out of the front
déoerf'the church and walk acfoss the street into the
street SO that‘he can see two young men as they
thevintersection of Sixth and Nun. That is just how in-
terested he is in seeing what went on. And then he is there
when they come back after this incident.

They come back to the church, and he hears some
more speechés, and then when these people leave.the church

again allegedly to go down to the corner of Sixth and Ann

burn Mike's Grocery Jerome Mitchell had just walked

o

around the church and somebddy down in the basement of

the church said they wanted something, and he couldn't
testify as to what they said to him, but he later made 1t

they
perfectly clear that/had asked him for some shotgun shells.
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So he goes back in and gets the shells, ahd he comes

around just in time at the back of the church to see the
firebombs being disbursed passed out, and he apain 1is
curious. Instead of going and taking the*éhells to the man

- oo

as he has been asked to do, he tells you he walks on whn

dow
the path here far enbugh to see whére these men are going,
and he walks far enougﬁ to see four men that he cannot
identify. df course, he tells you to see them go across

the’streét. Anﬂ you will, of course, remember that Allen

Hall has already told you that four defendants went across

the street and went down Ann Street.

This 1is Jerome_Mitchell. Jerome Mitchell later

~tells you and wants you to belleve that he left the church

during the day Saturday. H you this, and

(=4
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he went up 1nto the various places that we have already
talked about, but one interesting thing I want ‘to point '
out to you. He says at approximately 5:00 o'clock he was
over in Houston Moore, I believe is the name of the area,
and he isAat the home of Ann Shephard.

Now approximately 4:30 Allen Hall has Ann Shephard

. and_the other nine defendants leaving the church with a

lot of guns and goinpg over to store them in the old
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. community building or the ¢ld community hospital, all

6f the defendants. At the same time you remember, I
believe Mr. Becton pointed out to you, that Jerome Mitchell
had seen some of the other defendants uptown at‘some other
place. So you have again numerous inconsistencies in the
primary witnesses in this case.

I believe Mr. Becton mentioned to you that the
State produced evidence to show that on Friday evening one
of the defendants along with Jerome Mitchell allegedly went
over td Dock Street or somewhere in that area and was shoot-
ing at houses, and I fail to see how that ties- into these
cases. But that 4is for your coﬁsideration.

But I have talked about the three principal wit-
nesses, gnd I have talked about the witness, the key witness,
because he is the only one who has ever said to you that
he saw these defendants doingz these things; that is the
burning of !Mike's Grocery Store. So he does become the key
witness. And I submit when you strip the case, as I have
Said earlier, when you strip 1t down you find Wr. Hall,
gnd I said to you before and I say agaln, that we are not

here during this five weeks trying the weekend of I"february

5 and 6, and we are not here this weekend trying to justify

-

C m——



what the police may have done in shooting somebody, and

we don't serve as a Grand Jury here to look into every-

“ o

" thing that went on down there in Wilmington that veekend.

Ybu, twelve of you, will be charged by His Honor

with the specific duty and obligation, and that 1s now

" that you have listened to the witnesses in this case and

after you have listened to the iawyers argue their various
contentions in this case to decide the facts as regard the

two chafges. Nothing else. The facts as regard the con-

spiracy to assault emergency personnel in the vicinity of

- . 302 South Sixth Street, not Fifth and Nun, not Fifth and

Ann, to decide the facts in regard to the burning of Mike's
Grocery, not the firebombing of some automoblle at some
other time, at some other place.

I am sure you feel the seriousness of your
responsiﬁility in this regard. I am sure that despite some

of the obstacles that have been placed in your path that

you will do -your duty in this regard. Each of you have

a solemn oath as a Juror, and each of you have told us that

‘you will not have other matter influencing your verdict in

this case.

Tt really doesn't matter, ladlies and gentlemen,
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whether you 1ike R
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ev. Ben Chavis or whether you hate him.
That is not a factor in your delliberations in this case.
The samething applies to Connie
other defendants. It has pgot nothing at all to do with it,
and fhat is why we sﬁend so much time asking questions, and
I am sure at sometime or another you wondered why we were
asking so many questions. We were looking for people who
as near as humanly possible will try to divorce their mind

from other feelings, whether they be feelings of love, of

sympathy, of hate or prejudice or what have you.
These men don't need any sympathy. We are not here
asking you for any sympathy. WYe are asklng you for a fair

trial, and that is all we want. If we get that, we will

be satisfied because it has nothing to do with whether you

‘are sympathetic to what they may belleve or whether you are

antagonistic to what they may believe. That will not enter
into your deliberations and should not.

You may sometimes wonder whether there 1s, in
fact, a generation gap. I don't know whether there is or

not. I use to think that I was young, but I am passed my

30th birthday now. But these are a
L}

11 th

4]

we represent are young men. And they have a full life
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ahead of them. They have been charped with some serious
erimes. They have come Into court and said to you, through
their pleas, that they are not guilty of these charges.

The burden of proof rests solely and whblly upon the State
of North Carolina. They have no burden whatsoever to prove'
anything or to disprove anything. That is the obligation

of the State.

We ask simply that you, the twelve of you, who

‘are chosen, who filnally sit in this case, that you gilve

these young men what they are entitled to under the law,
and that 1s a fair and impartial trial, influenced only by

timony, the Charge of the Court, considering the

- you go back into the juryroom. And when you Jome back into

open court‘to deliver your verdict let it be a Just one.
Each of you have a solemnn obligation because you see next
week and next month and next year each time you look in

the mirror you have got to live with yourself. You probably
won't see me anytime soon, but you do have to face you;self,
and you have got to be true to yourself because a young

man oncé was going away from home and his father called him

over to say to him, said, "Jon I don't have any money that
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I can give you."

He said "But I will g*ve you some advice.”

Said, "Don't borrow anything and don't 1end any»hing. But

" most of all, son, to thine own ‘self be true."

And I am confident that everythlng will be all-
-right. Be true to yourselves, ladies and gentlemen when
you go back into the Juryroom.' You have a solemn obliga-
tion. These men don't expect any sympathy from you. They

re

jidi,e from you. They expect you to

- decide this case bn_the facts, and I submit that you do not

a

have sufficient facts before you to convict these young

" men of these charges. And as I say again, that these are

: the’charges, the oniy charges that they are accused of.

Thank you. -
" (Conference at the bench.)
THE COURT; We'll take about a ten minute recess.

(The Court recessed from 3:15 until 3:45.)

L e P
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(The Jury came into the Jury Box.)

(ﬁ . Harmon summed to the Jury on behalf of the

niﬁe defendants ) |
' Hay it olease the Court, memberctof the Jury,

lét.me réintroduce myself. I haven' t had much tp say during

this five week period I am John Harmon,‘Attorney, from

New Bern ~North Carolina, about seventy milcsr trom ﬁeré;

and all of JOU 1f you can, I want you to loox at thio dia~

zram for a moment- See 1: yoﬁ can see the corner of Sixth

A

and Ann Street where it says "Mike s Groceries.? And look

o)
ot

b if‘yog il R the uregory Congretional Church between

 f‘3b .::'ﬁ 

fSiith and Seventh on Nun. Now that 15 what this case 1is
aoout.  Two olapgs Grebory Church Mike s Groqeries,

302 ‘South S1xtn Street. e | -

f;}:;;; -:“E; <‘You‘heard the 1hdi§tnentAfeadbi‘It saild Mike's

“bufnéd énd dith consoiracy at the church ﬁo aésault emergency

i;_ - peroonnel in the area of 302 South Sixth Street.

IR i “-ﬁ - .Look at the diagram, But do you see Dock Street on

‘théf'diaéramg Dock Street is so far removed from these

charpes, it is not é;éﬁ on the " agran. So what does Dock

Street have to dorwith this caae° Yhy was any mention evepr

made of Dock Strecet? What does a man's house,'someoné throwing

W T il o e I
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a fircbomb at a residence on Dock'Street have to de with
Ca whether or not Hike s burned or hhether or not there was

'_ian arreement to assault emergency personnel at 302 in the

. area of 302 %outh Sixth Street°

~e

i Now for a moment I wa nt to say a few words of

L L B e
* A4

ﬂi'“~f'f::f ”;3,what this case is reallv about. In a larger sense this case
-’isﬁﬁot'ewen about Mike'< Groceries. It 1s not’ about 302

'a‘fSouth Sixth Qtreet in a 1arger sense.< This-case_is abqut_
{our entlre American byecem 51 Justiee:aq .!befhe? or noe
‘;;1t is able mind you, it 15 able, tehgi;e aii péépierfAi}"AAd
” a"fﬂimnartial trials. Of course, Jou all know tnac anyb dy | |
E;;Sffeﬁg;;_;afcharved with a crime is entitled to assigtance of coansel
7 ' '7§;These defendants have counqel. Rﬂy defendant is also
x ;entit1ed to. be tried by a Jury of hig peers. In this case
you, the Jurv, are. theae defendants peers. o
Let‘s think for a moment what 1ustice used to be.

1

"3'ébéut;: Let‘s ve back to the caveman. You know what Justilce
:‘..was‘ the "The’ea-vvezﬁan with the big est stick he had the
"jaatice.? |

o ’“That fe no 1onger the case. DBack in caveman tine
ryou didn't have a Judge. You didn't have a Jury. You didn't

have a qolicitor. You didn't have a Defen*e Counsel. nvér"

“ - man was his own Judpe his own Jury, his own Witness. But

1
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times have changed. - We now have Lawyers. Ve have Judpes.

We have Solicitors. We have Vitnesses., We have Jurors.

ndé

You will recall that‘ﬁhen you were empanelled

you took an oath, vit toretuer, hear the evidence, and

.l.

.

render your verdict accordincly;
Let me talk about one other thinu. In the Superior

Lourt a case comes to trial felony cases. These are telony

"; cases throuvh the use of an 1nd1ctment Ali an 1ndictment

R

1s 13 an accusation, a. charve.. Apain I refer you to the

- ™~

diagram, Mike's Grocery at 302 South Sixth Qtreet That is

a11 the indictnent talks about Grevory Congretional Church.

Now who shot 1nto Mrs. watt 8 car up there by qeventh and

Nun’ Do we know? Or does that really matter who shot 1irto
:‘ifher gar? Why was she Dut on thiq stand vhere shé said she

fﬁfx‘fgbt shot in thevfinger? She cried a little, and do you know

-hat stand to cry in ‘tront o: you1 To.

“‘5‘1nfluence'you. No other reason; She didn't say Reyinald
Epps, Vayne Moore, Connie Tyndall, Jerry Jacobs, Marvin
‘Pétrick Ann Shephard, anybne eise shot in her caf,'did she?

f;ao what was her testimonv used for° She didn't say Connie

Tyndall Willie Vereen, Wayne Poore, Jerry Jacobs, Reginald
Epps Joe Wright, Reverend Chaviu, Wayne Moore, Marvin

_Patrich, Did she say they conspired to assault cemerpency

e 12

It n i e St



: -91;._.

' persohnel? Wwhat was she put on the stand for? I don't

know. Perhaps you-do. I don't know. I have been here

the whole time like you have. I haven't figured out why
she vent up there except for one reason. To inflame you,
to make you think, well, if somebody wés shooting at this

lady in her car, well then these guys must have done that,

‘too. She didn‘t say anybody elve did it.

Let s talk about 78 year ‘o0ld Mr. Smith over on

" Dock Street. Did he mention any of these defendants' names?

’f"Diqfhé say any of them threw a firgbomb on his porch? He

. };Qid"not. Did he say that anvbody at Gregory Conpretional

e
Y

o

sault somebody at 302 South Sixth

1P;Street? ‘You don't see Dock Street, do you? So its so far

auay you can‘t even see l‘C-

s

Let's 20 back to Wifth and Nun. There was supposed

" to be some man in an apartment with a .30-.30 rifle he had

‘" been shooting at somebody. HNow what did that have to do with

302 South SixthVStreet? Everybody in this Courtroom knows
thatfﬂike‘s burned. We knew that before the case started.
You all said‘yoh knew that. It burned.

Let's talk about another thing for a minute first.
Let's talk about what Qe mean by corroborative evidence.

v to corroborate means to support. So in other words,

e ——————— - . e g ¢ NS
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when a State puts on a wiltness to say such and such happens,

then they will put on anothef withess to say, "Yes,it happened.

I was there. I saw 1it."
;- ~When the State does not put on evidence to corroborate,
3 . ‘ -
- ’ what does that mean? It means simply one thing. The State

"?doesn't have. Can't put it on.i
| Mr. Allen Hall's uncle, Charles Graham, he lives on
Féufi%eﬁ£h>énd Qastle. Where 1s Celestine Graham, his aunt?
".@;L'“'.i"shé lives at tﬁe-séﬁéiﬁlace. Where 1is Sandra Marshall, his
',girl friend he was 80 concerned about? FHe left New York to

}come back down to see her. Vhere are the records of New

qﬁanoyer County H spital showing she was in the hospital during

:tﬁatftime? Well maybe Mr.'Stroud couldn't get them. Maybe

-|a ]

=

t give them to him. You know hospitals

.-

o :-the hospital wou

 iare very funny. Sometimes they won't glve up records, but

T

‘he could have subpoenaed them. Here is a man now who brings

u‘l

.1ﬁ tén nictﬁres of each side of Gregory Congretional Church.
I Pnow all of you know all about that church, where every
room is, yvhere every window is. Everyday his picture showing
the front, showing the back, pictures of all sides, but

ﬁot ohe record showing that Sandra 'larshall was ever in

the hospital. Did you'hear Sandra Yarshall testify from

this witness stand? "I was sick such and such a time. Allen

4
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Hall is ﬁy boy ffieﬁd. Hé came down." Did you hear her

say that-? what does it mean if you didn't hear 1?7 She

wasn't sick. Probably there 15 no Sandra HMarshall anywnere.
'-:Another fipment of Allen Hall's imagination.

e You Just can‘t talk about Allen Hall too much

4 d

J"TIbecause he says so much. He made a statement May 30, 19T71.

s . . -

: He .mentions two peoole. Then he wakes one February 18. He
i~-”mexrzt‘ic-n5 evervbody. Now you might %av, "WLll what does 1t
matter‘uhether or not he bought ‘the liquor on Frilday night
| 'QwVL _oriSapuruay_mérning;" Doé;_*t make any difference° vell it
-i‘?fiéoés-Qaké'a difference;.'Xou have all heard that song "Little
'Thinéﬁ Méan a Lot.™ Well tney do. 'necause if he bougﬁt that
liquor Friday night, Fifth of %cotch i1f he was drinking;
5'he didn't stop unti‘ he drank it all up. And if he was
?lsomewhere drunk, he wasn't at that church. But.wﬁo could
have proven when he bought the liquor and when he went by
his uncle's house? Nho else but his uncle, Charles Graham?
Is'CharléslGraham dead? Is he uﬁavailable? The State can't
get him? Well maybe he refused’to come to Court, you know.
Was ﬁé Sﬁbpbenaed? Is hé'here? Nd.. Why-isn’t Charles
‘o  ff' .. Graham here? |
| W. C. Brown, fine job ‘of investigating. They must

| o
4

11s statement

Wi 'v " have had his name now. They had his statement,
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1isting his name. Where 1s Charles Graham? He 1s

probably out of town somewhere. Couldn't get him here.

. .

This trial has been going on five "eeks " Couldn't get him

- here. There may not even belany Charles Graham; maybe
liranother fipment of Allen Hall's imaginaclon. Where is the
'hi aunt Celestine Graham? Had the same period of time to get
Afher. Mr. Brown, Mr. Fredlaw, they didn't testify about
l_Celestinc Graham. He said this,r"Well I actually boupht
‘:the liquor on Saturday morning and well I went by this

'rriend‘s house on Sixth Street I staved there a few

‘ minutes, then I went to my cousin’s rouse, and all ny -

riends, had & drink. I didn't drink anythingr

myself." Where is his cousin? Here is a man with no

relatives apnarently. We have seen none, Where is his ..
cousin? I think he said her. name is Pﬂen Carrol. Where
4s she?. iMr. Brown could have gotten her.

- I know the wilmington Police Department. They

”do a fairer job of everything. They get twenty pictures of
"everything. They et a picture of a picture. Yhere 1s

‘the cousin? Is‘there such a cousin? I submit there is

Now let's talk for a minute - now look at the

diagram a minute. Do you see where Fifth and Nun 1s?



Do you see where Sixth and Nun 15? Can you see on that
diagram where Sixth and Kun run 1into Fifth and Nun? Or

where Sixth and Nun run into Seventh and Nun? I guess 1t

" does a little further over. But it doesn't do it 1in the

area of Sixth and Nun and Fifth aﬁd lilun., They don't run
topether. IWell Allen Héll, agéin when he testified, he
admitted on this standAthat he testified before and he never
got any closer than Sixth and Nun. When he testified this
timé hé said, "I goﬁ down almost tb the iﬁtersectioﬁ o
and Nun, and when T said Sixth and Nun I thought at that time

that Sixth and Nun ran into Fifth and Nun.”" . Did Allen Hall

;6ver on the witness stand ever admit that he had made a

-:mistake about everything? This is the perfect man to hear

him tell it, no mistakes. No sir; so this is Allen Hall

for you. Seventeen years old or eighteen year old arsonist.

‘That f1s what he is. He said he pleaded guilty to arson.
" Here is a man if he saw you somewhere he'd likely
to throw a bottle and hit you. He ha: done it before. That

teacher hadn't done a thing to Allen Hall. Just picked up

a bottle and threw it. As my colleague, Mr. Becton, said.

" He is now a savior of the people, the man riding the white

horse with the whilte hduses, now the good guy. You have all

seen the commercial on T.V. Man comes through dirty. Here

Ll
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1s the swan. He is clean. Vho hit Allen Hall? Who cleansed
him? ©Did the State cleanse him? -The Vilmington Police

Department? Think about that a lot.

Allen Hall can't pull those twelve years. I

T»f?ibuid agreé with him. I wouldn't want to pull twelve years
*“e;tﬁér; and I would do anything I could to met out of it.
?'I éé;;‘ care what 1t is. And he will, too. Think about
;Allen'Hall, the good guy all of a sudden. You know, this

'izl:éreéﬁ_protector. He has noﬁ become non-violent, you know.

fﬂBﬁt d;@ you see him when he charged from that witness stand

fiiké-a madman?  You saw Mr.lsfroud try to hold him. Pushed

right back. You saw ¥r. Brown grab him. About six other

guys grabbed him. Couldn't hold him. He pot this close to

you. He ran ydu out of the Jury box. You know what he did.

- I don't have to tell you about 1t. This is the good suy in

the white hat, Allen Hall. Maybe he is, but the good guys

I know don't act that way.

~ his own lies and couldn't get out of it. So the only thing he
‘knew was charge straiznt ahead, That is what he did. But the

evén the State didn't believe Allen Hall because they weren't

satisfied with Allen Hall. They had to get somebody else,

s " RvET——Te - o Y T ~—
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 "'4n common. They both went to C

'and they said, "Well Allen Hall cnly committed arson. Let's

g0 out and find ourselves a murderer.

In comes Jerome Mitchell who admitted he killed an

. 0ld man 1n a store after takinv his money. At least Jerome'

fMitchell didn't say he was a good guy. He was Just a wise

guy.' And Jerome Mitehell made a utatement February 18 in

' ;Goldsboro. They signed it March 2 in which he said, "I was
. at the church Fridav night."' And the next thing he talks

';,‘about 15 Sunday or Monday. Doesn't even mention being at the

‘,'Allen Hall and‘Jerome Mitchell have a lot of things

. 1
Now why do

ﬁepeople go to Cherry Hoepitai? Is it vacations? To get away
.1 hfrom 1t all? ~Take a little break°; I am surpfised that

'fJerome "itchell didn't call Cherry Hospital the Cherry Hotel.

:’You know relaxation and recreation. They both went there to

" try to beat the raps. ~ You can't really blame them for golng

:there; Wwhen yoe gef'in trouble you try to get out. You don't

- worry about the morality of what you were doing. You try to

pet out --or the lepality of it.

And certainly Jerome Mitchell had much more reason

to get out of the thirty-five years. He 1s sixteen or seventeen.



That is fifty-two by the time he gets out. That 1s a whole

new country. Nobody wants to stady in jail thirty-five years.

So ehe State says,V"Okay, Jerome Mitchell we want you to do
j‘this.j Now you play this part. You uupport some of the things

B{t we v 't nut you doin" anything

l_shot at the people. But Jerome Mitchell, in order for him

;LF? to show up cvery place he did when he did he would have to

“fif -have been assiwned a certain part to’ play.

5 ﬁ;.fw'é-; Well Vitchell at b 00 o'clock, you show up here.

At H 30 you show up here. I submit that Jerome ﬂitchell was
7e2}j _'not even at the church Saturday night, wasn't even there.
| . But think about this now. They have another thing
L f§~!;-‘;in eommen; They-beth made ammended statements. Where are

You

e

2. -

they?

2

on't have them= Well perhaps
- Hr.'Browﬁ has them. Won't let us see them. Vhere arelthose
_amended stateﬂents where tnev made 511 these changes
Allen Hall testified that James Stroud was the only
person takin? notee 1n Goldeboro. Now this 4is his wiltness nowv.
He took all the notes down. And do you think James Stroud
| would put down he bougﬁt liquor_Friday night if he bought

C;Kn_ » the liquor Saturday morning? How can you make that kind of
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“the funny thing abou
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mistake rron Friday night to )aturdav morning? Was Allen

EHall going so fast he couldn't get it all down, and he Just

put anything in there? No. That is what heAtold the

Solicitor.' Boupht this liquor Friday nimht.i But that 1is

t this case. Allen Hall 1is exact on

everything Reverend Chavis said or did, on everything any-

body else did. He even told you, "Eighteen months ago

Jerry Jacobs I belileve fired thrée shots. Somebody else

-fired five; In ﬁhé dark now;_ Somebody glse fired fbuf
-shots. bﬁer eighteen'months ago he remembers how many
, shots every particular individual fired. But hé doesn't
%pemember wvhen he bought the liquor. Well did he buy 1t?

'Does 1t make any difference?

"ywell I didn't exactly mean

Jerome Mitchell said

= 5

‘that in my statement. I told Mr. Walden what I really sald.”

He wrote down he looked at 1t.

{s Mr. Walden? Where 1s that statement that Jerome Mitchell

made? You know what happened? They just made up some things.

They signed the statement, but see,. that 1s how a_casc‘goés

- awry. You are so careful about detalls on the main things,

 you leave out little side things, met them all wrons.

Mow Jerome Mitchell he would have you to belleve

that he chased a car that had been going a hhundred miles an
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R} - ? is a 1)

‘“and he pot to Castle Street the saﬁe time the car did.
Dofyéﬁ'ﬁelieve that? Isn't that preposterous? You know 1t
is. | | |

Listen to his languare. Emergency personnel coming

from a murderer. Jerome i“itchell, emergency personnel. fHe

would have said cops, police, anything, ambulance drivers.

- That is not his words. That 1s the State's words, emergency
personnel. You don't even refer to them as emergency

' personnel, do you? You call them police, ambulance attendants.

You don't call them emergency personnnel. You call them

‘firemen. VYhy did Jerome Mitchell say emergency personnel?

nted by the p

Q
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lice, and he 1s goingm to sit
there and wait for the police to come and take someiody avay.
Sd again 1t is preposterous. But he would have you belicve
that. | .

Then you got the little fella, Yotor Mouse, he
calls himself. He comes in - well first of all, he said
‘that somebody sald, "We have got to show those crackers.”
Then two sentences later he saild, "wé have got to show.those
hunkieé." Didn't say the same thing. All the statements

have been rehearsed, when to Jump, when to not jump. They

have been rehearsed. We don't know who rehearsed them.



