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Honorable Machonald Gallion :
Lttorzey General of Alsbama -
State Capitel

Hentgeaery, Aleboma

Dear iir. Attormey Cencral:

- Thig 13 in refevence to Act No. 243, enactzd on
May 11, 1267 Ly the Alabama leyislature af the 1957 Speeial
Sezzien, In the cz2oo of Hadnstt v. . Amos,. 394 U.3. 358
the Supreme Court of the United States held that this zct
wazg withiin the purview of Sevtion 5 of the Voting Rlzhus
Act of 1365, Following this 8eﬁisicn, coples of the ect
weve subnitted to the Attorney Gencral pursuant to Secticn
5.

¥e have carzfully exsmined and ennsidered this lew.
The Gorrett Act prevents nevly organized political groups
iroa tryving first to have their candidates electszd in a
party prirary before determining to run as indesendents,
A newly orpanized group, such ags the Natlonal Desocratic
Party of Alabama, whicli divects a mejor effort at Negr?
voters newly registered under the Voting Rights Act, cannot, .
under this systen, first attempt to prevail in the Demoe
cratic Party primary before turaning to independeont eandidaces.
Ror could it wait until the day of the primary hefore de-
ctding whether to run independently. Because of these
factora and because of the experience of the ¥DPA prior to
the general election of 1968, I have concluded that the
Carrctt Act will hove the effect of discriminatilig azaiunst
tNegro voters on account of their rase, &nd of denying then
an effective voice in generzl elections held in Alabaza.
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In the absence cof iufermation showihg the eontrery, I must,
on behalf of the Attorney Gensral, intcrnsa" objecticas to
the implemantntlg% of this acc,

Should you wish to p*eseﬂt justificntion for the
changes in election procedured provided for by tha Garreott
Act, the Attorney Gzmneral will nladly roconsider his posi-

" tion, Ofcoxrse, 289 provided for by Section 3 ¢f the Votiag

Rirhts Act, vou have the alternative of iuﬂt;tutiﬂu 3!
action in *he United States Pisirict Court for the Distriet

of Columbia for a decleratory judgment that such charses

in elccticn and voting pro»euur‘u do nct have the purpose
and will not have the effect of denyinn cx abridging the

right to vora cn zocount of race or colox,

Sincerely,

JERRIS LECNARD
Assigtaat Attaraey Generval
Civil Rightse Rdvisioca




