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Bonorable Maconzld Gallion
Attorney General

te 0f Alabama
¥omtgomery, Alamma 36104

Lear Nr. Attorney Generzl:

This is in reference tc your letter of Octoker 22,
1262, with which you sulnmitted to the Attoraney Cenerzl
pursuant toc Section £ of the Voting Rights iAct ef 1563
3 Afled ooy ¢f Act Bo. 105D pessed in the 1%€%.
Fepulsr Seessgion of the Legislature of alabam: ané
approved Ly the Governor on September 12, 1S6I.

On beh:=1f ef the ritorney Generzl I must interpoer

an ebiection to the provision in that Act requirinc & voter

tc aign, at the woting mnchine, 3 pell liet bafore he ics
zllowsd 1o enter the muchine to vote, 23 I stated in wmy
letter ©f November 1. 196%, tc you conceruing simil=zr
stztuteory provimicons previcusly sulmitied, it i= my wiev
tiawt this provision &f the ~ct, if enforced, would huve
the effect of discrimineting agsirvest Rearc woters and
would violate the provisions of Zectian 4 ©f the Voting
Aghte act of 1945,

Should you wish to present justificztion of the-
provizion okjected to Or evilence that its enfcrcerment
wvoulcd not wvioclate Section 4 of the Voiing Ricghts act of
1865, T will consider the matter further. Of course, a3
provided by Sectior § of the YVoting Rights Act of 186%,
you have the alternztive of instituting arn action in the
United Stctes District Court for the District of Columbiz
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for a édeclarstory judgsment that the provision objected
to does not have the purpose and will nct have the effect

of dernying or abridging the right to vote on account of
race or color. ‘

Sincerely,

JERRIS LECHARD
Assigtant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division




