AUG 14197,

Honorable William J,. daxley
Attormey Gemerxal
dtaze of Alabama
Momtgowaxy, Alabema 36104

Dear Mr. Attorney Genarali

This {2 ia refereaca to your submission to the
Attorney Ceneral pursuant to sectien 5 of the Vetiag
Righta Act of 1963 of Act Re. 2324, Acts of Aladbama,
Rsgulax Session 1971, wvhich we received Maxch 27, 1972,
Additisnal imforsaticn pextimsat te Act He. 2324 was
received Juas 14, 1972.

We bava comsidezed the subumitted changes and
supportiag iaformatisa as well as dats compiled by
the Buresu of the Census aad informatioa and comments
from imtsrested parties. Gmn ths basis of thia informa~
tion the Acttemey Genacxal will aot ebject te the require-
sant that independent camdidates for statevwida offices
submit qualifyiag petiticoms asigmed by 10,000 voters,
to the provisioas relating to pelitical parties in the
State of Alabama, or to the eliminstion of independent
candidacier for mmaicipal elesticus.

However, with xespect to the provisions which
#4ncrease the amber of signstures required om petitions
of indepandsat candidates for couaty offices from 25 e
1,000 sigastuzes and frem 300 sigmatures to 10,000 fer
these offices for which perscns are slected frum politizal
subdiviatons largexr tham a cowmty but lass thaa statewide, 1.,
judiclal circuits, state and federal laegislatures and reglemal
offices, we are unsbls to conclude 28 we mmat under Votiag
Righta Act, that thefe incresses will 2ot have ths purpose
of sffect of abridgiag the votiag rights of recial sisexities
by substantially iacressing the sigasture requiremeata.




Vhila we recegnise the state’s legitimats iaterest ia
slimimating frivelous candidacias, te require such & lacge
mmber of sigaatures especially ia mamy small ruxal commties,
may well disssurage ox prehibit mimority saadidates frem
secking aenination.

Viile we vsalize the difficultias caused by comclwy
sicns hare, we are parsunded thet the Votiag Rights Act
requires this mesulk. Of somxee, Sectisa 3 permits you to
sesk a declazatery juigmant fuream the Distyrict Cowxt for the
Distxict of Colummbia that the chasages hersin found objestien~
able neither have the purpese wer will have the sffest of
denyiag ox abridgiag the vight to vete en scsount of rase.

Sincervely,

DAVID L. BOMAMN
Aasistant Atterney Gemexal
Civil Rights DPivisism



