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14r. Oliver W. Wuatley 
County ~ k o m e y  
Post Office mat 334 
Troy, Alabama 36NI 

T k i s  i a  in refemace tm y ~ l i ~t~rrhaiarr*bnpuruwlat 
to Seet ion  5 of tlzer Votfrrg P5gkto; Ace oZ f965 of 
A c t  No. 156 o f  1963 which pmvtdes that candidateo fur 
the Court of  County Coamissi~1et.sin feke Cotmcy be 
elects4 ln on ar*Iu*qe election syutoer, Your sutKnissLon 
~s cwpletad Qn June IT, 1974. 

We have ccrasidrct-~rlthe &tted p b  rbng vfth 
Census Ekrreau dam -4 hformatioa and cosmenta f rrrro 
Fnteraated plarciea. Ckr aaaly~iprrawal~that even 
cbugh blacka coastilute over 34% of tbe p p u l a t b o  
(1970 Ceasw) tn P i l a  County ao buck bas gver been 
electad to the Court ar"Cbtioty ~ f s s i m w r a3.amder-o 
t h e s e  fik3 further aote tb erfataace o f  t3-w aajoxfty 
vate rsquirexaaat h primry efeccbns, that ~ s ~ w 
ace elected a# rr seaaa-rd  baais awl Act: b&r. 3.56 raquiw 
s condidstet to reside fn oTJ aeak election faxa one o f  
the four cmmisaioaor die~rlcm,  

Uccat court docLsiom euy;geat that tf cm rt-
Xarge voting G ~ St 5  i s  espfupd ULRaer C I X E ~ L B S ~ W  
suctz 8s thaae: ucisting in Pike  Couoty, tbo utllSerPti.cm 
o f  r e s f k ~ ysad mjoriw w~it-t~io c ~ t f ~ t . l o l r  
w t t f r  u~d3ai .eb i n g  e l ec t ed  oa a staggered hsLs would 
Qpamce to  ar2nlt;rftcs or dtluta the votiryp rtroag;th of 
the a i ~ z f t prad, ths, have ma ianrtdkwr dLscr.LPtLnatory 
effect. Sea *it@ v, l&&qsg+r, 4l2 U.S. 755 0973);- -Vhitcoarb v. c&=, 403 U.S. 124 (1971); Lwae v. we_fghwn, 



A rr425 F. 2d I237 ( 5 ~ l - iCir. 1273); Beer---. -v. &~-1ted Stxitss 
,,- --. .-$. 

Clv. W .  1495-73 (D.D.C. Hrtrch 14, 1974). 

Ia vf+w of tkse court dsclsloaro and an tbe basis 
o f  a11 ehe'avaiLPb'Le fac ts  aad c i r c ~ t a n c e r .the 
Attomy CeaeraL fs unable t o  conclude, ae be wt under 
the Votisq Bights A c t ,  that Act  81o. U 6  w 9 Z 1  ttpt b w e  a 
discrf;orlnatozg racial effect on voting rfets.  mrcfore, 
while not objecting, t o  at-large elstctFona, on behalf of 
the Areo.mqr General, X oaust interpose on objection t o  
the bplaaentatfrza of the cWge insofar as it requires
resgsiency in particufRr d b t r t a t a ,  a majorffy vote, srsd 
staggered t e w  . 

Of course, Sectitxi 5 permits you to  auek a 
dccLsrumry jstdmt from the Witeb S t a t s s  District 
C0utt for the D i i r h c i c t  of -l&h tkat thf8 
neither has the purpose w r  wLl1 have tb effect of 
den* or atrridgtw the *hc to mtra r#11 acuount of 
race or color. t&w@ver, usltil such a f u d p n t  Fs II 

trendered by h t  COWX, the! legal effect of Cbe objec-
tPoa by the Attorney Ccaera'l, is t o  read= usteaforceable I 

Ithe reaed@acy requirement plan. 
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