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2. B, U. Sines
O irunen
Sumter Louaty Lewocraiis
sxecutive Conmittes
Upes, Alabams B5S6Y

Lgar He. Biags:

Thiz 48 in veforvnie bto your submisslion to tha
bitarnuey Gemeral parsssat to Section 3 of the Votinmg
Bights det of 1943 of the 1970 enlerjeswnt of the
Farter County tewoscétlc Yxecutiws Coalttsa. Your
pabwlogion was cecolwd oo dugast 17, 1974,

e have genaldered the chanie ia queation axd
supporeiag lalormntisa furnlshed by you as woll 23
dags earplled by the Buredu of the Ceusus Ang fafore
sation aad a:mta fron interested pavriies. This
iaformation shows that the enlarzesent waa zoda
tsradlavely siter the yueliftcsslon of ten black
oitlivsns for positlcas om the Sumter (suunly Lemogrzatis
ipsoutive Coamltted (Bersisaftesr seferred €o 83 tha
Umamitiee) and aftec the closs of the gualifying peried
for Covmaitieo candidacy, but prior to the slevtion date
foy Comaittes mexbership, The lalfurmation aize shows
that all e individoals sppolaited to the (camittee
puxauzat €0 the eanlarjemeat were wiite, vith the cesult
thag the otusvwise projucked 10 to 3 black ssjoricy oa
tha Comssitteo was szca,ed by sxpanslon €2 a 23 o 19
black wlmority,

USA, Birmingham, Ala. S
Probate Judge Wilbur E. Dearman
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Cur i{aforxetica saows fu:‘thar thot i 1974
clections wveve held {67 all pesitisas oo the enlatied
Comsittes add That LS dlacks snd 15 whites ware elected
a4z new mondears, veplacing tha old Comitios creaisd
partially by sppoisimeuts in 1970, Tkue, it womld
anpear thet the ellfsot oo bisck voting strsogth of tha
¢nlatiescat of the Ceamictze ia 1970 and eppointweat
of whites to the vacancies greated Lac besa substen~
ti2lly correcisd aud tha Ltiotrey Ceacral, theraiom,
at this point iu time, does sot imterpose an objactimm -
toe the {ncraase 1a the aaxber of Cozmitioe moxbers,

Bouever, duwring the csucse aof our evalustion of
your sulmisgicn, it came to our sftapiion that the
sethod adopted for elegting the eularyed Committee,
snd the metbod wsed iw this year's slectionx, utili-es
8 susber of xulti-meunber districts (ov beats) sad
dilaallows single-shot voting ia those districts. In -
this cmacum, we weto that the wie of malti-medbor
distrists apd anti-glngle shot requirasents in avuis
with substantial pugulatioss of yacial minoxrities bwms:
been found to dilute mimovities' votiag stremzth. Sece,

¢ 0., Sgocpis v, United States, 411 U.5. 326 (1973),

and Stepemson W, WEst, C.h. Mo, T2-43 (D.3.C. April 7,
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1%71). wwur a:aalysm i3 the instaat mstter indisatea |

tiver such & ravlally dilutive eficct way woll hawe

ochtainzd ia this year's el.ectma fm: Cozmittes wendbers

in Bunler Ceunty.

In vivw of thaze factors, the Attovasy Guaeral
1o wieble to conslude, 82 he mst wader ¢he Voting :
Rizghte Act, that (ke use of tha suti-singis sheot
reguirexeat in sevoral of the bests will not hava a
vanislly discrinisatery effect, ¥For thet redson, m
behslf of the Attosmay Geasral I miat {aterpose an
chjecticn to that fsature of the wethod af glecting
asxbers to the Suxtsr County hexesratic fxecutive
Conmittee i nclti-tuxdher Boats 6, 7, sad LB in

future elections.
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0 Of zourse, #8 is provided by Rlestiea I of the
Voting Rigats &6, you bhave the 2ight to toek & S
declarstory Yodgment from the Ldstries Court fox the v
Gistrict of Coludis that the anisriowant polther hss
the purpose nor will have the efizel of depying o
abridgiag the right te vote on suzouunt of race,

SincsTaly, e

J. STANLEY SROTTIHCEX
Asxizlant Actorney General
Civil Rezhts Bivisisn



