
FEB 2 3 1976 

EIr. W i l l i a m  T. Stephens 
Assistant Attorney General 
S t a t e  of Alabama 
riontgonery, Alabama 36104 

Dear PIr. Stephens: 

This Ls Ln reply  t o  your submission of the 
Judicial Article Implementation A c t  (Act No. 1205, 
S.400) of the 1975 8ession of the Alabama legislature, 
t o  the Attorney General pursuant t o  Section 5 of the 
Voting Bights A c t  of 1965. 'Pour submission was 
received oa December 22, a975. 

We have cmstQred the ~ubmittedchanges and 
supporting materials as well a8 informatian and 
comments received from other Interested parties. 
On the basis of our review and analysis, tke Attorney 
General does not interpose any objection to the 
changes hvolved except Sectims 4-113(b) (5) and 
4-131(b). However, we feel a tesponsibUity to 
point out that Section 5 of the Voting Rights A c t  
expressly provides that the failure of the Attorney 
General t o  object does not bar any rubsequent 
3udlcial action t o  enjola the enforcement of 
such changes. 

With respect t o  the change contained in 
Section 4-11 3(b) (5) , Bibb and Hale Counties would 
be consolidated for the purpoee of electing one 
district court judge. The result of ouch 
consolidation would produce an electorate which 
would be approximately 49% black and therefore 



CLluto tte vat- rtr-tk of b l a t 2 ~%aW l s  fozmtty, 
wi t tc  h accorr!e  t~ tlre 157;;.C@ras.;s, i s  65.4Z b)jtack 
(5 5 15 CWKIE~ it; 27 -9L blsck) , Fl;rt!%?1"j:~rc,tl:~+ 
pr32z)cv"2crn5lszttl6a u$ thz3e + ~ m ) 4 ; ~ t i e $  o mb f o  
Ci$tri.-.t &-?a ast ayTezr t o  ba rsmanteC by eny 
ei-t-c~..wLI.SPgotste bte?resf, k - e h  ae: bcth of 
th224 ft* ~ m t i e ~  E . r ; l l ~ ~ k ~&P larger tfS~ C f ~ " b i f h l ~ * ~  
Grezna, Mary d LoeiSc%< matie%, of  which 
k s  a district: c a s t  & &Le C ~ t yLQ I a t r ~ t ttba 
E~~ Ot.t%efa x . a t P @ f ,  c h C r a ,  COIP~C&, tttGif OaSr 
P c q ,  escb oE which also has a; d i s t r i c t  caurt. 
'Piics, %-aecarw~te ~ . l w kt$.:t t2tLi; ckags vL11 =.st 
hue the offwe of:&say* or sbiQiq; the right 
t3 vote c;a aeccwat: of r&eeez colsr, b c c o r d ~ l y ,  
X -st  hterg6s-u cm objectrozl to t h  h p t ~ n b t i a a  
of thsE ~Laa~ep-i&d for by S e c W  4-l13(b) (5) of 
t : ~  Xct2La.trt.+ttmb t t .  arJ v d L ~ i ~ t  ~f c-= 
~ V L C + <  by s ~ t h  vattag aig\ts kt,s QZ 
YrrJ  h z ~ ethe S~.$CI to m?ek a &clrx&ttrry judp-ent 
Esc.= tz;reCaFted States  tfrrtsict Cmrt fez a s  
E L r a r - h t  & Co1uckd.s & I t  W r  PXWVIS~QLIncitber 

h28 ehe p w y ~ s ed m  wSl1 have tlze *fEe-=o:of d o a y w  
OP a5rLQi.a; the r m t  t o  vote ea aec-t of S~CI. 
& W W ,  untu unterrl: mdt a f&mtLal 
&taSoed, protlLEfrza obfectd to i s  W o r e + a b l e .  

W i t h  reswct  t o  a c t - 4-131 (b) wbieh pru-
v f h s  fer tb ab~lLtFeizaf at paaftioa of crrtrartp 
eolizitar, t:~tCegsrm-t b r  & t c ~ , b dWt tfrs 

sent tc,  the Attamp Gcaeral are ham~fficLterf 
t o  p r o ; ~ r l yeasbf-a Lhts Cta3rt~~mtto f v l f i l l  f t 8  
rss,misibtlttter trrrder Se+tlaa 5. Accardiagly, 
%=;I(.!p*. pleaso 8rrLst ore by p r s r o l w  tbr 
fsitm* infmiG3tloa: 

mailto:C@ras.;s


As p e  )ELI(X, th Attorney Ccacrsl h s a  r 
Q$-&J:~perlo0 t o  e~aafderi u o h i ~ & i m ~pur~3aat 

S C K ~ L ~5 .  ririf p e r i d  ~ i r t  POB ~ Z ~ S  upm 
recet;t; of a a d d t t h a n t  19,F-stSW aereEisdry 
t o  evaluate S e c t h a  4-13L(b) of t b  Mieirsl 
~ ~ l ~ t a t i mA r t .  

tP JOU !me m y  qseet toas,  please do lpot 
M a f i t a t e  to t a l l  3=e9 #, Ba'Lloa (202--7 39-3872), 
&e aLCrora+y w h  th is  matter II rsa%gsed, Uhta 
E m s r G f q  aGdLtitla;zL Worer;lttcm rebtkw;  t o  the 
a3-r xe;uest, pla2sc mPer t~ fLLe aw5er X l l ; t ? ,  


