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%bj6&U fft n k w o  t o  your l@ttQnof DtceAer 31, 
1979 and Jurasarp 16, 1976. tr d l c h  pu rubnittd t o  t b  
Attoracy General Act8 Yos. 118, 414 aad 843 af tha a975 
bgular EemLorr of the A h b a a  Legtsfature p w a w t l t  to  
Bectlm S of  the Vot isg  Buhts Act of 1965. Your lettam 
a d  thr attached matrcrllr, were rtecetved aa Jaauer]r 17, 
1976. 

-&&red olrmfdly the 8Whtttd changes 
.ad mppartm satntala 8s WU8s Cemua &tr and bfor-
rattou .ad m t a receLwtd f f o ~other htorrrted pwrrt4.a. 
On tbe &a is of arr sevfw eed muLysia, tbe Attorney 
Qaaz-1 &err #rt Lrrtetpose m p  objecttam to Act No. I lb ,  
ubkh p r w l k s  for r tr tdtnt l f  lesttoa of voterr $n Be~t 
7 ef Cbmberj &u.aty, m d  k t  Uo. 414, vhLch p w i c h  40+ 
eb4 rppbtmeat ef 8lsrQ;r Ln thr, prabste effLcs of 
Qembert Ccnnrty t o  atsht  tht bard of regbtten ))r 
taktng applicrttcms fat voter r+e;LatratLtm. W w e ,  ue 
feet  a lreopaasLblllty to polnt a t  tbt Secttoft 5 of tbe 
Votkrg Imtr Act expressly prcnrLdu t k t  the feutare oL ' 

ths Attornor Qenrral @nobject dew set bar m y  m b -
wt jwllc4l: retfoa te enjob tb mfircecosat mf th 
Jabrrlttd -88. 

1 



O;e are trot able t o  r e e k  a l i k e  conclustcrr; uLth 
reqect to Act Zr'o. 8$3. t b r  legislet ioct crestes tvKI 
districts  frm which d c r s  of the Covnty kxrC of 
Ed~zcstLonare t o  be elected. bhtrfct  1 i s  t o  have 
t h r e e  ter&or8 rctsideat therela and DfatrLct 2 t s  t o  
hnvc two resident rceabero, a l l  t o  be elect& at-large 
fr- the c w t y ,  vLfh the use of awzred posts, 8 
szjor l tp  w t e  reqult~~mt,end rta~qeredtern. 1Ct 
is wr r r a k r t a n d l q  tbt tfrc f o m r  (pro-1975) mthd 
of electing school luard &rs coislsted of four: 
*bglr-seiibet dlstrtcts and one a t - k g e  #eat, with 
&tascredt-. It t ow further understtiding Lhat 
as 8 result of  pmbtim makth LE\ t b  6OUth698t~fo 
cornet of the eomty, bm-nas Ufhd valley,* tWr 
fortaer dtetrkto were oalapport Lnad, 

AecorCiag to the 1970 Censua, C h a h r s  C4wrty 
t e  appraxtgiately 34.82 b k k .  #umvex, the araa which 
cosrst Ltutez~District 2 in the $&qLtted plm tr epproxf-
rsately 54% black, while bbtrLct 1 (Bets 7 .a4 U)b 
approxbately 2% black. T h ,  t o  mqulre tmndidata 
t o  M at-large caraty.rsrtd+ decreases, fma r 54% 
eajorky in pr-ed blstrict 2 to 8 36.8% mlrrortty 
ki the c m t y , W  vtmtLal of b h c b  to  *Let a 
cradldnte of the& cbfce. ta ortr vim ttrh m b b L t c l -
ttorr Lr dtlut ive  of black -lag strength. the  amkred 
pasta, atag;;;ered terms, m d  majorlty w t e  mqulremmU 
t d  further t o  highlight the dtluttv. effect of tbe 
at-brge prqxwal. Ita e m t y  ntch as Cbuabere, *Lch 
sw &erstand &us 8 bbtor). of racial d b c r k b t i o r r  
.nd 8 pattern of racial bloc rot&, ruch d i l u t h  
k i e t  blacks raa1Loti.c oppattrglty LO pcrrtlclpatr fa 
th poltttul procrrr. -mite v. w s t e r ,  4 U  O.S. 755 
(1973). Irc-rdlagIy, w cannot c - m ,  U u+ rtst 

tba btky kt, tint the at-large, m=bed 
p t ,  sajorky vote and aflggcrd ferns r ~ q u k w  
rlU mt have the effect of d d ~ j S n g~t (Lbrtdhq tb 
tLght -8 m of Z8C8 r# 88-. 



For tho foregoing reasons, therefore, It iuust 
en b a t f  OE the Attorney &neraL, hterpse an 
&jccttm to  t h e  at-largo, m z 5 c t d  p o s t s ,  mjorltp  
w t e ,  and staggered tcm features of Act !3o. 843 of 
1975. The A t  m y General, b ~ e v e r ,does not  bter-
pose any object  lan t o  the -pportLcxmze.nt {tw 
distrLcts) or r e s t d w y  tequtr-t feztures af t h h  
m b l r a t o r t .  Of course, as provided by S e c t h  S of 
the  Vothg Rtghts Act, you the right: t o  seek a 
Becfaratory Jitdgnmt &on the UnLted States Dhtrtct 
Courrt far the  litstrfct of Co1rtrr;bfs that these pm-
v l s h  neither have the putpooe nor w U t  have t b  
effect of h y t q ~or abridging the rfght t o  o o t m  m 
account of race. i b m e r ,  ttr,tUt a d  mleas such a 
jod-t b obtainmi, the P L T Q P ~ S ~ ~ ~ ~ L S  amObjected to 
~ P o r c ~ b h .  


