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iv. #1111s87 T. Rarrison

Xarrison and Conwill

Attornevs at Law

Fost Office Box $57 , f””
Colusbiana, Alabama 35051 '

Deaxr Vr. Earrison:

This {s in reference to Ordinance Necs. 132
ané 133, which annex arcss of land to the Cicty of
Alabaster, Alabama, subrnitted to the Attorney
Censral pursuant toc Ssction 5 of the Voting Richts
dct of 1365, as axended. Both subnisslons vere
received on October 25, 1377.

By letter of Dacender 23, 1977, we informed
you that the Attorney General weould not interpose
a objaction te Ordinance Ho. 133, Sinca that tice
wa have econesidered Crdinence No, 132 and, because
both subrissions fnvolved annexstiors, we have feund
it necessary to reconsi{der our fnictiel determination
with respect to Ordinance No. 133.

You will recall that oun July 7, 1375, an
objection was interposed ou behalf of the Attorrey
Gensral to six annexations to the City of Alabaster,
on the ground that these arnaxations {rrersissibly
diluted minority votios strength. Or ¥ay 3, 1976,
we declined to withdraw thiz objection.

Ordinance Ho. 132 bringe {nto the city N
approxicatcly 20 acres of laad. We ucderstand N\
that housas are under construction at this time .
on part of tha land, that these houses are in a ' \
fairly expensive price ranse, and that the area
a8 locazed next to a valts residentiel ares in the N
city. Ordinaace ¥o. 133 brings intoc the city ‘
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apsroxiately 1392 acres of land. Ve understand that -
it 13 expected to be daveloped realdentinlly and that
{t is aTse sijscent to a hui te resideatial area of the
city. Our {nformztion rc*aréinr elections 4n tua City
of Alahsster continuce to desonstrate that the cit?
slects ive councileen ati- lar e uitn 2 pejoricy
reszuirenent and a purhered peat syster, thet thera ia

& pattern of racisl btlee votiﬁr {n eity electious, and
that blecks are locasted within the cfty i a coznizable
restdential area. Under these c¢ircumstances, the
annexations of potentially white vesidential areas

zay further ¢ilute the vote of Alabaster's black
posalatien.

As wg stated to you in our July 7, 1975, letter
of objection and ir subseguert letters 4n wnich the
Attorney Genersl refused to withdraw that ohjectien,
should the city usdertake to elect Lts councilrern frox
single-menver districts t\e Attoraey Genersl will reconsider
his objections to this and previous annexzations Ly the
City of Alabaster.’

In the reantisze, hovever, the factors that led
to our objection of July 7, 1973, prevent us fram
daterrdning, &8s we must under the Voting Rizhts Act,
that the izstant aarexaticusz will nmot abridze the
risht to vote orn account of race or color. Therefore,
or behalf of the Attoruey Cenersl, 1 must interpose
objections to Ordinance dos. 132 end 133. 1In regard
te Ordinance 30. 133, we have reconsidered our prier
vesponse te this submission under the provision of
Section 3 of the Voting Rights Act, as acended ia 1975,
waich provides that wihen the Attornev Ceneral
affirzativaiy indicates that nvo objectioa will be
made withiin the sixty day perfod followin: recsipt
of & submission, the Attoruey General pay reexarine
the subcigsion if additional inforratfon comes to his
attontion during the rerainder of the sixty day¥ period
which would othereise require cbjection {n accordance
with thix section.
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Of course, es provided by Section 5 you have
the rizht to sesk & declaratory Judssent from tae
Unlted States District Couxt for the Gistrict of
Coluntia that thesge anncxations have nelirher the
purpese por the efilect of denving or abridiinz the
risut to vete on account of race or coler. licwaver,
util such & judswent {s rendered by that Court, or
until the cbjections have bteer withdirewn by the Attoraey
Gensral, the legal effect of the objections i3 to render
the ganaxations fa quastion lesally unenforceatble fnscfar
as they affect woting {n the City of Alabaster.

Sincersly,

Drew 8. Davs IIX
Aszistant Attorney Ceneral
Civil Rights Division



