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' data, comments from Interested parties, and relevant court

DSDiDHM:JASsgmi R
D3 166-012-3 1978

A3l JUL 28

CERTIFIED MAIL '

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. J. Gorman Houston, Jr,

Houston & Martin, P.C, ;
Attamneys at Law e e rene S e e s s

“ PostOfflce Box b ™~

201 East Broad Street RS
Eufauls, Alabams 36027

Dear Mr, Houstoms ,
This Is in reference to Act No. 10, Acts of Alabama, 1965,

and Act No. 17l, Acts ofAlabama, 1557, changing the method of
electing members of the Barbour County Commisslon, submitted
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In each of the other three districts, The posltions for the first district

- were numbered. W have given carefu] consideration 1o these
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and ﬁ Lv. §§e¢5, 371 F. Zd 209 Oth Llr. Bn}.

. youz receipt of this Jetter of the steps that will be takes to comply

in i‘i tavs blact popudation majorities and that under a system

£ PO e T B, L XA 2

ef fairly~Zdrawn districts uufﬂa‘ one persch, @ vete requirernents
some dlstricts with blaek population majoritics cowdd bo axpected -~ T
to result. Ve alsc pote that the at-large election system was sdopted - - oo -
scor alter the Yoltng Rights Act of 1365 enatled substantial numlers - -0
ef blacks 1o pcrs.dpate in the alcctioral process 17 the first tisme. '_ P
In this regard see $mith v, Paris, 237 F, Supp. 201 (Li.D. Als. 3-;“), ek SR
affircmed, 355 F. 24 797 (3R Cir. 1967), ané Linite< States v, - ~ : .
Executive Committes of Barbour Ceurty, Alatar.a, 23 Fe Supp. o

S35 Al Bad). Ve alre pote that & Njonty vots is required

for o fnation, that sumbered posts are used, and that terxs are
stagzered, and our mciym indicates thit veting In Larbour County BN
Is a!ong nc ial lires. See White v. Regester, 812 U.S. 733 (1273), S e

e ey 1 s e e o s

Under these drmm ul gul&d by spplicable
Jegal standaris—gee Beer v, United Stz}u, 423 US. 133 U576 g_i_q
{ Richmond v, Lnlt«ig%iuz L. S, 338 (1973), and Wilices
ec1z13 vo Linlted States Ne. 76-1043 (L.D.Co Apr
the Atterney General h&aabktecar-du‘e t‘utth:t«bpuead B
al-farge elections effected by Act No. 10 (I1503) and the mediticatien L e
of t:at at-large systexr effected by Act. Mo, 171 d2¢7) ¢o not have ' ’
tha purpose snd bave not had the effect of denying or adridging T
the right to vote on acceunt of race or celor. Accordingly, oo bekalt S
of the Attcroey General, I must interpose oz objection to Act Mo, B TR
16 (15¢7) and Act Ke, DI 0957). Lo L

Of course, 2 provided by Sactlen 3 of the Vetlag Rights
Act, you have the right ta seck g decleratory g pent from the _ :
United States District Court for the District ¢f Columbdix that thoza
changes have neither tha parpese nor the eifect of denying or tbﬂdm
the right te vote en sccount of race of colore Mowevwer, untll guch .
8 judgment Is ebtained, the effect of the odjection 2y the Amracy
Bencral Is to ake these acts legally unerdorcea’e. This - -
Includes, sgecifically, the teldlng of any peimary or general e&cﬂu

t 10 them this year. Plozse potily me vithinten dayv of -

with the regquirements of Secticn 5 If you have any guastions
this matter, please telephone thlng Socﬂm Attornsy Sella Delaasy,
at 202-7)9-“’2.
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. Asslstant Atterney Genoral
. ChU Rights Civision
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