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!?his i s  in roforcnca to tho 'mnoxation o f  land 
SICC i t y  of Pleasorat Grovo, Jaffcroon Cour.ty, f r l & r ~ i n ,  I-jy 
A c t  Xo. 73-419 (1979) of  the 3J.a- Lor~iaLaturs,u u l ~ ~ ~ i = ' i a d  
to ate Aleorney General pursuant to Section 5 o f  thu Vcrtiug 
Rishtr; Act of 1965, as amondo&. Your ~ubnisr iouwas aanplctcci 
on Dccomhor 3, 1979. 

We Imvo g i v ~oareful ooneiciaration i=o 3 r c  ~n;s"cer;ials 
you have cubnrittod, as woll ao infomation and wmmnts of 
otiror intora~tcdparlioo. WQ nQW that 'dro City 02 Pleaccu~t 
Grovo today contains soma 6,500 pcrsoua, all o f  wtion~aro 
whito; that areas adjacent to tllo amo-usr1 icraa ~ V beeitQ 
developed for exclusively v~hi torol~iJentialuso? that ~ i r r t i l a x  
c'lovelopmnt i o  plwnod for tho i ~ ~ c 3 x a Qw o u ,  and t l u z t  s c v ~ a i  
identifiably black areas havo potitionecl for i ~ r d t c x n t i ~ ~3;0 
* l o  C i t y  of ?leasat  Gmvo, but tha: tIm c i ty  i a s  taken no 
stcpo to m o x  ~ ; ~ A O S Oareas, despite tha passaga of a C O J I S ~ ~ ~ ?  
&lo langt'r~of t inw. Otc have ' a ~ onoted Yoports of cictJ.vi''iia~ 
indicating thc prcsonce of conoiCorchle anixqonfrm tmrud 
black poroons ha the vicinity ol" Plciasirnl Grove. 

L'iador Section 5 of tho Voting !l!ighki=a A c t  tAa s u l ~ i . i L t i z x j  
autAori.ty ims tho burden of p-oving ti-rat n submit"cc(1 ckralcre 
ha no discriodaatory yuxposo or affect, .-Sco, ~ . q r ,Gcor&l?, V .  
United States,  411 U . S .  526 (1373); 22 C.E3.R. 53.39, Sce ~ S O 
=axion v. 364 U.S. 339 (1950). Ir\ light: OQ tile-- Li htfoot, 

consa=tiono --%-- I aannot conclude, aa I rtiuse
d ecuosed above, 
turdor t l ~ aVoting Rights Act,  that tiauk burdon has Men austaincd 
in t h ia instance. 'L'hereforo, on behale of tho Aktornoy C ; O I I S ~ ~ ,  
I a a s t  object W tho ann=ation to the City of P1eas-t C r w o  
tmlmdicd in Ut i;o. 79-419 (1979) of t h o  UEtbama Ugialoturc. 
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Of course, as ;>rovidcu ! ~ yScuLion 5 oZ ul=;Vo'ii:~,.: 

4d,--,~Z & t f  y 2 ~  see;; iic.cl=at,o~:j j-dc-y-~ Q - J S t;l:c i-fgL"1-L 
nent fro= tho  U n i t &  Sta tes  ailiitric.f7 CouxCi for the i>i.;3$zic;; 
~f C o l ~ i natit this chmga h o  ncliirliar t;tc i l l tnx~s~::nor 
w i l l  Gavs tho effcct of W y i n g  or nlxSc;irrg Zth~z f ~ i l t%o 
vctc on accouiit of raco, color, or r.m-hrship L7 a liutgUar.;~ 
minority c;rauG. Iii add: idon, t;lic !'rcrccdurer; 50r W c  r.&~iuis-
t r s t b n  of Ssc'iion 5 (22 C.S'.I:, 51.2i(b) ancZ (c), 51-23, 
and 51.24 1 pe&t you to request thc 'istlomlo ,r Ca:~oririto 
roccrnoibr 4210 objoctiorr ; cuci~a roconsiGer-nti~n~ o u l c i'La 
approgriatc if and when the C i t y  of P l c a s a ~ tGzova dawn-
strotaa that i t s  annexation policy is frcu of knciaL 
oclec%ivity. Howovor, until U5o cbjoct.Cou 9s w f"J~ldza~m 
or .iAc; juQgmnt f rom tfae D i s t r i c t  of Colunbia Caur", 
obtai;t~il, the sf feet of the objaclion by tho 2.ktori1oy 
G c a c x u l  is to makc tha unnojcation Zegally ~nonforco;3,1a. 

2'0 onahlo t h i s  I>opartzJclltto seat ~ s p 0 ~ 3 d b i 1 i t y  
W oiiforcc t ho  Voting Zighat;r;AcC, ploarra inform uu ~ i G \ ~ i  
tvenky days of your rocoipi: of t l r f ~1ct-x vr'iia'i: aot1r3~0 2  
o c t i a  tiic C i t y  of F l c a n u t  Grovo p 3 m s  to L11ts wiC11 rr33jst~~:: 
to this matter. Xi? you Lavk any qu~rztionrscoucculiinq this 
k t k o r ,  plea830 feel froo W caiL iir. J02m 1;. T b W ~ e r(202-
724-7393) of our c t a ff, who ha8 bcen otuignrr~lfa  IxanQlcj 
&\is sululii3uion. 

L>:U-;F:e/ 5 . 3AYC IIX 
Assistant Aktorncy Gclricral 

C i v i l  Ris2~trCivi~ian 

cc: hynda Yj.cigi\i:, Esq.
i u ~ i ~ i s u ~ t&tJaruey  Ge~~eral 


