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Civil Rights Division 

Ojflce of the A d t u n t  A t t M t y  Gmcml WaJhin~fon.D.C. 20530 

Mr. J. H. Robieon 
Chairman, Conecuh County Democratic 

Executive Committee 
P. 0 .  Box 106 
Evergreen, Alabama 36401 

Dear Mr. Robieon: 

Thia i a  in reference to the changes in filing fees 
and the change in method of election and size of the Conecuh 
County Democratic Executive Committee in Conecuh County, 
Alabama, submitted to the Attorney General pursuant to 
Section 5 of the Voting Rightr Act of 1965, ar amended, 42 
U.S.C. 1973~. Your rubmirrion war received on February 23, 
1982. 

The Attorney General doer not interpore any objection.
with rerpect t o  the changer in filing fear. However, we 
feel a rerponribility to point out that Section 5 of the 
Voting Rightr Act exprerrly provide. that the failure of 
the Attorney General to object does not bar any eubrequent
judicial action to enjoin the enforcement of such changer. 

With reepect to the change in method of electton and 
reduction in rite of the executive committee, we have given 
careful conrideration to the materials provided by you and 
other interested partfer in Conecuh County ar well aa 
information derived from our obrervation of electionr in 
the county. We note that prior to 1971, member* of the 
County Democratic Executive Committee were elected from 16 
two-member dirtrictr, a number of which are predominantly 
black. Under the rubmitted change, executive committee 
members are elected from two 15-member diatrictr, both of 
which coatafn large white majorities. The change war firrt 
enacted shortly after the firut black candidacieu in the 
county and rfnce enactment of the change, no more than one 
member of the thirt -member committee ha8 been a black person. 
The abeence of blocE: reprerentation, moreover, appears to be 
a significant contributing factor in the racial dirparitier 
found to exiet in the Conecuh County election procere which 
we have previouoly brought to your'attention. 



Under Section 5 of the  Voting Rfghte Act the  
submitting au thor i ty  has the  burden of proving t h a t  a 
submitted change has no discrLalnatow purpose cr effect. 

Geor i a  v. United S t a t e r ,  411 U,S. 526 (1973);
1.39(e) o t  the  Procedure8 fo r  the 

Administration of Sect ion 5 (46 Fed. Reg. 878). under the  
circumstancee involved here ,  however, I cannot conclude, 
as  I must under the  Votfng Rights A c t ,  t h a t  t ha t  burden 
has been sustained fn t h i s  instance. Accordingly, on 
behalf of the  Attorney General I must interpose an object ion 
t o  t he  change i n  method of e l ec t ing  the  Conecuh County Democratic 
Executive Committee. 

O f  course, a s  provided by Section 5 of the Voting 
Rights Act, you have the  r i g h t  t o  seek a declaratory 
judgment from the  United S t a t e s  District Court fo r  the  
District of Columbia t h a t  t h i r  change har ne i ther  the  purpose 
nor  w i l l  have the  e f f e c t  of denying o r  abridging t h e  
r i g h t  t o  vote orl account of race ,  color or  nemberrhip i n  
a language minority group. I n  addi t ion,  the Procedures 
f o r  t he  Adminiatration of Sect ion 5 (Section 51.44, 46 
Fed. Reg. 878) permit you t o  requer t  the  Attorney General 
t o  reconsider the  object ion.  However, u n t i l  the  object ion 
f a  withdrawn o r  the  judgment from the  Dirtrict of Columbia 
Court i r  obtained, t he  e f f e c t  of the  object ion by the  Attorney 
General is  t o  make t he  change i n  s i z e  and e lec t ion  method 
l e g a l l y  unenforceable. 

To enable t h i r  Department t o  meet its respons ib i l i ty 

t o  enforce the  Voting Rights A c t ,  p lease inform us of the  

couree of ac t ion  t h e  Conecuh County Alabama Democratic 

Executive Committee plan8 to  take  with respect  t o  t h i s  

matter.  I f  you have any quest ions concerning t h i s  l e t t e r ,  

p l ea re  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  Car l  W. Gabel (202-724-8388), 

Director  o f , t h e  Sect ion 5 Unit of the  Voting Section. 


S incere ly ,  

Assistant Attorney- General 
C i v i l  Rights Divis ion 


