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Civil Rights Ulvision 

Lynda F. Knight, Eaq. 
A r r l r t r n t  Attornay General 
250 Adr in i a t r a t t ve  bui ld ing
64 North Union S t r e a t  
Mntgorary ,  A l a b u a  36130 

Dear M r .  Knight: 

Thir  i r  i n  reference t o  Acta Nor. 572 (ti. 278) and 
611 (X, 10) of t he  1982 Regular Seaaion of the  A labua  
Legia la tu rs ,  aubmittsd t o  tha Attcmey Genrrrl purawnt to 

I Sect ion 5 o f  the  Votin Right# A c t  of 1965, a r  anendod, 42 
U,S ,C .  1 9 7 3 ~ .  Your r ubmlarlonr war. raceived on May 2L and 
U y  18, 1982, re rpec t ive ly ,  

Wm have given ca re fu l  c o n a i d e r ~ t i o nt o  the  informa-
t i o n  you have provided r r  well r e  t h a t  provided by inrereatmd 
partiam. We note  t h a t ,  cu r r an t ly ,  in  order  f o r  a minot par ty  
t o  ba lncludrd on a general  e l ec t ion  b a l l o t ,  the  par ty  muat 
hold i t 8  appropr ia te  rarembl wi thin  90 day. of the  f i r a t  
primary e l ec t ion  d a t e  and f iI nomination aperm f o r  it. can-
dfda te r  wi th  the  appropr ia te  o f f ic ia lm by !:00 PeMb on the  
day of t h e  f i r a t  primary e lec t ion.  Act NO. 611 (1982)
changer t h i r  method ro t h a t  beginning with the  1982 e l e c t i o n r ,  
a par ty  t h a t  doer not  hold p r h a r i e r ;  regardlera of the  
number of voter  i t  received a t  t h e  l a r t  general  e l ec t ion ,  
m a t  f i l e  l t r  nominating paperr with the  appropriate o f f i c i a l r  
60 day. p r i o r  to t h e  f i r a t  primary e lec t ion .  Section 2 of 
t h i r  A c t  f u r t h e r  re u i r ea  t h a t  theme p r r t i e a  hold t h e i r  appro-
p r i a t e  arrembliea a!ao a t  l e a a t  60 dryr  prior to the  f i r a t  
primary e lec t ion.  A c t  No. 572 (1982) requirea a party meeking 
inc lur ion  on the  general  e l ec t ion  b a l l o t ,  whether o r  no t  i t  
hold8 p r i n r f e r  and when it d id  not  garnet  w r e  than 20 percent
of t he  to t a l  voter  cast i n  the lar t  general  e l ec t ion  in  r 
j u r t r d i c t i o n ,  to f l l r  i t r  nominating pa e r a  and l t r t  of the  

rlr tgnatucea  of a t  l e a a t  one parcent  of t qua l i f i ed  0 h c t o t 8  
uho cart ba l locr  for tho  o f f i c e  of Covernoq tn  each ruch ju r i a -



C 

diction. There paperr muat be filed wlth the recretary of 
rtrte or appropriata local official8 at the tire that partier 
d i c h  hold priuri.8 murt cartify the names of thair p r i m t y  
cindidatmr, i-o., 50 day8 prlor to the flrmt primaty. 

We have been informed that Act No, 572 (1982) war 
ublictzed beglnntn late Hay and mid-June of 1982 and that 
!ircle, tif any, pub iclty war provided for Act No. 611 (1982). 
It is our underrtanding that tho predominant1 black National 
Domcratic Patty of Alobua 16 atill one of thl Iargart
active minor partie8 in the Stat* and that it, along with 
other minor parties available to minority voterr, is aubject 
to the provirions of both of tha aubmttced Actr. 

Under Soction 5 of the Voting Rightr Act the rubmittin6 
authority har th. burdon of ahowing that a mubmittod chango 
h r  no dirctlainatory purpore and effect. 5.8. ais., Geo;gia 
v. United Stator, 411 U.S. 526 (1973); roe alro t 0 Proco urea 
for the Adminlrtr.tion of Soctlon 5 (28 C.F.R. 51.39(*)).
Out analyrir indicater that the State of Alabama ha. not m a t  
ltr burden o f  ahowin that pravl@ion8 of tho rubattted Act8 fwill not hava the of ect proact'ibod by tho Voting Rightr 
Act. Our conlurlon tr baaad, in part, on th. inadequacy urd 
untimellnerr oQ the pubitcity which har made it vtrtually 

lrpoarlble for the non-major urtter, includtng tho NDPA, to 

field their condidatem for tRe 1982 electlona. In light of 

there conridorationm, I cannot conclude, a r  1 murt undor the 
Votln Bightr Act, that that burden ha8 been rurtainod in 

this tnaturce. Therefore, on behalf of  the Attorney General, 
I u r t  object to the rubmittad changer. 


Of courre, a8 provided by Section 5 of the Voting 
Rightr A c t  you have the right to reek a declaratory 
judgment from the United Stater Dirttict Court for the 

DIrtrlcr of Columbia that there change. nelther have the 

purporr nor will have tha effect of denying or abridging 
the right to vota on account of race, color or membetahip 

in a language minority group. In addition, the Proceduter 

for the Adminlrtratlon of Section 5 (28 C.F.R. 51.44) 
permit you co requrrt the Attorney General to reconalder 
the objection. Such a tequert for reconrideracion may be 
bppropriaco ar a time when tho.. affected by the Act. have 
boon appropriately apprlred of their proviriona and will have 

rn opportunity to comply with their requirement# In aufflctant 
time prior to the rubrequent eleccion. Howewt, until the 

r wlthdr~un or the jud mant from the Dirtrict ofturt 11 obtained, the e fact of the objection by 

Genrral la co make the ia lementation of Actr 


Yo. 572 (1982) and No. 611 (1982) leg. P17 unenforceable. 




To enable t h l r  Department t o  meet it. reoponribility 
t o  enforce the Voting Rfghta Act, plerae inform urn of the 
courre of action the Sta te  o f  Alabama plrnm t o  take with tarpect 
to tbir u t t e r .  If you have any quasttons concrrntng thfr 
Irctor, pleas. f e + l  frra t o  call Carl U. Cabal (202-724-8388),
Diracroi of rha Section 5 Unit of the Voting Section. 

Sincerely, 
7-

-
Wm. Btrddotd Reynold8


A a r f a t a n t  Attorney Canerr1 

CIvil  Rfghtm bivialon 


cc: 	 Honorable Don SLegelmn

Secretary of State 
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