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De.ar ¥r, Conger-

7hic Le i= reference to the anaezation tads by Or-

ciranco Ho. 301-% an?d the changes in tlhe rcthod of electing
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)

the Maysr and boerd of Aldarican of the City of Biinkriice,
Goorglia, subxpiited to ths Zitorasy deneral purguant to
€ectior $ ©f the Votina idchts 2ct of 1%5GC%, as aranjsd.
Your sulrission was cozrletald oa 2nril &, 1977.

She Attoracy fcnaral does not interp;nse anv chjection
to trhe 1396 annexatien mpie by Ordinarce &c. 341-2. low-
evey, w2 fecl a rezoonsikility to pocint out that f=ctioa 3
of the Yotiag tighte )=t exnressly provides that the faflure
ef the Attorney General to ol ject dcas natl bar any sulsa-
quent Julicial action tec anicin the onforcumczt of such
change. :

Ceorqaia Act ho, U4C (15£6) reduced the nurmler of
repbars of ths Leflnbridge Board ¢f rldarnarn fros: eicht to
four. <Cecrgia Act %G. 897 (15C8) institutal a wajecristy wvote
rejuirerent for the election of navor and mexlors cf the '
srard of 2ldermwen, izstituted & runlerel 1ost requirezent
for elcectica to the Enard of Alderren, anud increazel the
nur:ler of rperbers of the B-ari frox foor $o six.

Yo have given careful ccrsideration to the inforratiox
furnisked by you as well as to Rureau of tie Tcnous data and
infor=aticn and corments froo othar interested parties. <Car
analvals reveals that althouch blacks coustituts 41 percent
of the populatioa of tie City of Badibridge only one klack
has boca a candicate for alderran durlng the past 12 years
25d no black has ever Leor. elected to the EBrard of hlderren.
L. these circurztances recant court decisfons indicate thag
the use of majority and nurdered post regulrerents, in the -
contoxt of at-large alections, have the potential far
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? - | Sincerely, s

-

L
atridzsing mincority votiryg richts. foo '*ite v. facester,
€12 L.8. :5.: (1)7’), and Ur'c' Ve EJ:‘\.It .r‘a. ¢557F.2C 1287
{-tn <& 1873), =f£'d sub non, Esst f*rrgll sbbo~1 Prard v,

~ - -

srponall, 424 U.8T 30 (X7, T T acililos, ehe roduction |

In the tuslier of xorbors of the Board ¢f Rldormen lloits the
¢rportunisy ¢f blacks to influenes aldarnanic clections.

Uider thess circumstances, I an unahle to conslude, as
I :ust undaer the Votine Richte 2et, that the changes erbalied
i thess 2cta vill net have a racially discziminatory effect
cn tha ceafuct o0f election in the City ef nalnbridecs. 1
rust, therefore, on Lshalf of the 2ttornay General, in-
terpess an objection to the fmrlerentatios of Act ic. 14
{12£5) and kot o, &30 (19¢€8).

0f courze, as provides by Brction § of the Voting
Lights iot, you bave tha right to seeX a declaratcry fudgment
fros: the Sistrict Court for the Uistriet of Colundbia that
thess changas nafither have the purypes2 nor will have the
effect ¢cf denvine: or abridaing the right to vote on acconunt
«f race er coler. In addition, Sections 51,21, 51.23, and
31,24 of the Attornzcy Ceneral's S:2etion 5 guidelines (28
T.P.R. 31.21, $1.23, and 51.24) ypen~it receasideration of
the orjection sheulld you have new infcrratior Lkearing os the
pe2ttar. iowsver, uwntlil suach time an the obLjection may de
withirewn or a julgment frot the tistrict of Celunhia Court
1s oLtafned, thzr legal effect of the ol-jection by the Pitorney
Gunersl is to make the charges irn questicn legally unan~

ferccatle.

Should the City elect to return to the method of slection
in effect pricr to the enactment ©f thesza acts, axd if in
tre course of deinc sc the Tity of Eainlridqge aldorts any
nracticesz or rroccliures bevoad those srecified im the vrior
lav, preclearance under Ssction % shoald ho obtalimod. Cf
courega, shuculd a new metho? of election be adorted that,
t0c, would have to be precleared.

Finally, because the Eatters discussed in this letter
are thc sub ject of litication penfing &n the tmited States
Gistrict Ceourt for the MidZle uistrict of Ceorgia (f-avy v,
Citvy of rainiridos, C.A. Ho., 76~17 THC!) . we are seniing
coplés of tids fetter to the court and to ecarsel for thc

plaintiffs.

Drew §. Days YIT
Assistant Actorney Couneral
Civil Rights Division




