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aar Judge haddock:

Tids is in roferencoe to Act Lo, 12-" a2, 2037)
of tha 1974 Session of tha Cecrgia Goneral) hscembly and
the uso of voting nmackines for {harlton County, Taorgis,
zukcitteld to tae Mttoraay Scraral purctant te Serntlion %
«f the Voting ldghts Jet ©f 196%Z, s amandead. Your
subwigalion vas cozpleied on Npril 22, 1577,

Excej.t «3 apecifiiced boelow, the Ptiornay Coacral
loaz rot intorrose any ohjecticns ta tha changes {n guastdon.
Howaver, vo feol & raeszonsibility to poini out that G.ocelon §
‘e the Vchinc X3ghta ot expresaly provides thaot the Taf{lure
cof the Attorzmey Sancorel to object doog not bav any cucsedaant
juddicial action to anjoia the eonforcemsac ©f such chrageit.

Prior to ths snactment 02 2:t Yo. 1222 tha Prard of
Cosxinsionere of Crarclion sULPtV Ead throa rerkbsss, <lectnd
At large fron residency distxices. vrmc cf office wirea
S0t staggexed. Aot ne. 1222, in adiiitlon to incresiling tla
size ot thc L2axd of Corv-ienlonare fx-O‘3 three rgalers to
fivae (S:zcticn 1), roniizcs that Comnissioners ke elsctasl

Trom aurbercd posts (Dantion I} and staggere Lho toxr'a OF
tha Cernmirsicazrs {(f2ction 3.

o have clven eaxefyl caonszideration to thsaa chaugns
ag wall az ro the gupporting Inforration you provided,
Jaroozarhic .n~or»aticn. corwients from int ercstg¢ rarticos,
end ralovaﬁ- covrt deciclons. a»s Walte v, Fugaster,

412 u.s. 755 (1373)1 Yirkacy v, taard of “**rrv‘nnrg_yf
ninda cb..ar.c/, foe 75-—2212 (Ses ciT. oy 31, 1997), et
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Z1Ki2er V. _x’“ivhan. Lr.ad 3227 (oth oir, 1373); afr'd
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SUR nen. Jast - Carroll ” risn Celicol “ra—ﬁ v. Farshull,
3¢ U.8. 307(197€) T our analyaie reveals tlat Rlasix
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have not baen elact=d o Lhe huaard of Carndssionars of
xuarltoa County under the elactive avatem established by

Ret ¥ou, 12227 that zaveorthelesas usndasr aax at-large election
gyston without nurlerci posts and stagoared terms blacks
would have & greaigr :o,cn"*l for elactinq a candidate of
their choicea; and t“dt veting along racial lines iz present
ia Charlton Ccun*y. néor theds clr~"”stances ve ara unable
ﬁa conclude that tLe Lsroaitior of tlie mmbered posts and

stagycred terms rag: sired by Scctlon I and 3 will not bave a
xacially discrix=inatory offeot.

roqr

Zncoxdingly, oa Lehialf of the \tfo:ney Cereral, I
rast Intorpese an gbjection tu Secticns 2 and 3 of Aot
. 1223 (1974). e wish to ea*haai ¢ howsver, that we
do nct ohiject €O the increas = in slze of the comminsion
or other chaages inwvolvedld,

G2 couras, az provided hy Scetion 5 of the Veting
2ights Act, you have tga right £0 senk a declaratoxy
judgment from tha District Court for thae Districk of
Colwzbia that this chang? Jdoos not have the purpoze
and will nat have the effoct of dexying or alridaing tho

- xight to voike ©n account of race or coler. In adiition,

our guldelives (22 C.F,R. Zucklons 51.21, 41.23, anli 51.24)
permit recornsideration of Lhe objcction zhould you have
row Inforraticn bLeaying oun the patier toyever, uantil
such tine asg the ~WJccbicn ey La withdraim or & judonent
from the District of Coluninia Qourt obftalued, the lazal
cffect of tho obiecticn by the Atloracy Zoneral s to
render tho charqﬁ# in qu a”LiQ lggally unenforcaarle,

Docaual an electiesn Las already hwon hald cursuant
to Aot lio. 1222, we rotuest that vou Aafeors ms within 30
daye of your receipt of tzis letter ©f ithia steps “hat will
ve taken to cu““ly with Section 7 of the vating flghts Ack,

Sincerely,

: wew 3, Lays LIX
~ A rzgistant attornsy Gunoral
Civil Tichtsz Tiviolion
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1v iz our audarstanadng, Lased on e July 20, 1377
lgpeter af Iobert ©, dagrlson, Jr., County Astorney, and the
Juguat 13, 1877 tolophens Sonvaraition eitvugn Joseph A.
waiay of thw Viltiny Sodtlon stafl and MNr. Lrzison, that
lggislation to reavudy whe featurey found ¢hiactionalile in
Ak Hute 4€5 and L2272 19 ip vroLarctioen.
sssistance In tiais rogard, ploase Zesl izg

o oo call iy,

sancsraly,

vrow §. Bays I3
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