
Hr, V, S, HcHichcf 
Cz:a imam 
Board of CQ~wisaiou%m 
City of qultwn 
Pa 0. Box 208 
q u i t a m ,  Ceary is 33643 

3cor Hr. &HFcti..%el: 

T1s.t~4r in refcrencc t o  a majority vote rquim-
mont  for t7:a City  of FuLWn, Georgia, tet fortir in 
Act ,  Eo. 1611 of ttie 1970 Gcor~LaStata L6gi6fat- and 
subnltte:!  t o  t::c t-ttorney t.:]era1purrruant to Becthn 5 
of fiqrc V o t i n t .  :tfpi-.ta Act of 1965, o r  amncfed,  Your 
sdiaiuston U6G T U C P L V ~ ~ ~ JOr\ A p r i l  17, 1978. 

It is our undsrstanJint that tIro f l v c - h e r  
2ourd of Co~tr~isoionorai n  QuLtmo i s  elected at  large 
t o  dooig.aated scats  for  etals ere4 tilroc-ysot terms, 
T i ~ cfsub~LttsCc!~asgeadds a tao)orLty rccuite,mnt to  t h i s  
nt,t:;od of election, 

Ue h v a  given c s t & f ~ lcoa6lderitlou t o  tire 
infotnstllorr furnLehud by you na w e l l  I S  dazmsrapfric d6t8 
and infomat iorr furniahec! by otilcr Lutetor tcd parttea, 
Our aualyofr s\wus chat blsckn coa8titute rpproximtoly 
53 gar cent of the population i n  tti~Cttp  of Qsitmm, 
t h a t  wit11 one axcoptfon blacks have aot bean eloctud 
to the Cfty'r Boat?$ of Corarwisoioarlrs aad tht racial 
bloc w t i n f .  m y  ~ ~ 1 s t .  



Under theso circtrmsmss, r-ent court dectrioas, 
to which we feel obligated to give great wai&t, indicate 
that the addition of 8 roajority vote requirement t o  an 
st-large election systen such as exists in the City of 
Quitman has the potrnttal for adversely affecting rdmrity 
political influence. See -v. 755-lihtto ~ e ~ ; a t c r ,4 1 2 - ~ , ~ ,  
(1973); Nevett v, S i d e s ,  571 F.2d 209 (5th CSr, 1978) ; 
Zlmmet v, McKeithcn, 485 F.2d 1297, 1305 (5th Cir, 1973), 
- l i f f4d aub non. Fast C n r r o l l  Perish School Board v. 
--7 


Marshall, 424 U.S. 636 (1976). Wc are therefore unable 
to conclude, 3s we raust tnrdtcr tho Voting Right8 Act, that 
the combination of these requirmcnts w i l l  not have a 
racially diacrfrainatory effect. hccotdlngly, on behalf 
of the Attorney G ~ n e r u l ,Z w m t  interpose an objection 
to the fmposftioil of a majority vote requirement for 
election o f  the Board of Cormt8sionets of Quitman. 

Of couree, as provided by Section 5 of the Voting 
Rights A c t ,  you have the right to seek o daclarabry 
judgment froa the United States S i a t r i c t  Court for the 
GiatrZc~of Culu&i.a that these chaqas haw aeithor the 
purpose nor will have the effect of donyiaf, or rbridrfzq 
the ri~ht;to vote on account of race or color, In udditfon, 
the Procedurec; for ths  Adzdniotration of Section 5 (28 
C.Fo.P,o 51,2(b), 51,?3, a d  51.24) pornit PU to t w ~ ~ t  
the Attorney Gencrnl t~ reconsider the objection, Ilttoc;ever, 
until  the objection is w.rLthdrawn or the fudgneaf froPJ the 
District of Coluzbia Court obtafned, tho  effect of the 
objectton by the Attorney Gcnaral is to make the Wority 
vote rsquireaent Lagally ~ e a f o r c e a b l c .  
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