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Mr, W, 5. McMichael
Ctairnan

Board of Coxmissioners
City of Quitwman

P. G, Box 2038

Quitman, Cearyle 31643

Oecaxr Mr., McMichael:

This is i{n refcrence to & majority vote recuirce
aunt for the City of Qultman, Ccorgle, get forth ia
Act, Ko. 101l of the 1970 Georpla State legislature and
subnitted to tic Attorney C.uaeral pursuant to Sectioun 5
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, Your
sthaisaion was veceived on April 17, 1§73.

It is our understandiang that the filve-mombor
Board of Commisgioncers In (uitmna is electad at large
to degsignated seats for stapiered tiree-yuvar terns,
The gubmitted change adds 3 majorlity rccuivement to this
netiiod of ¢lection,

ke have ypiven careful consideration to the
information furnished by you as well as domographic data
and information furanished by oticr faterested partics.
Our analysis shows that blacks constitute approximately
51 poer ceat of the population in the City of Guitman,
that with one exception blacks have not been elected
to the City's Board of Commiseloners and that ractal
bloc voting may cxist,
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Under these circumstances, recent court decisicns,
to which we feel obligated to glve great weight, indicate
that the addition of & majority vote requirement to an
at-large election system such as exists in the City of
Quitman has the poteatial for adversely affecting minority
political influence. 5See White v, Regester, 412 U,S. 755
(1973); Nevett v, Sides, 571 F.2d 209 (5th Cir. 1578);
Zirmmer v. McKeithen, 485 F.2d 1297, 13065 (5th Cir. 1973),
Aff'd sub nom. Frast Carroll Parish School Board v,
Marshall, 424 U.S. 636 (1976). VUc are therefore unable
to coaclude, 3s we wust under the Voting Rights Act, that
the combination of these requirements will not have a
racially discriminatory effect. Accordingly, on behalf
of the Attorney Ceneral, I must interpose am objection
to the imposition of a majority vote requirement for
election of the Beoard of Commissioners of Guitman.

Of course, as provided by Section 5 of the Voting
Rights Act, you have the right to seck a8 declaratory
judgment from the United States Uistrict Court for the
Sistrict of Columbia that thesgse changes hayve neither the
purpose nor will have the effect of denying or abridging
the right to vote on sccount of race or color. In addition,
the Procedures for the Administration of Zection 5 (28
C.F.R. 51.2(b), 51.73, and 51.24) permit you to request
the Attornmey Gencral to reconsider the objection. However,
until the objection is withdrawn or the judgment from the
Bistrict of Columbia Court obtained, the effect of the
objection by the Attorney Genaral is to make the majority
vote requirement legally umenforceable,

Sincerely,

Drew S, Days III
Assistant Attoracy General
Civil Rights Division
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