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Mr. George li. FQmn 
Attarnay a t  L a w  
P o s t  Office Dox 147 
Lakeland, Georgia 31635 

Dear 2 4 r  . tisin : 

This is in reference to ~ c tNO. 1053 (House ill 

No. 12781, 1974 General AssemSly of Georgia, relating to 

tho change to a numbered place system far the election 

of manbars of the C i t y  Council of IJakclnnd, Georgia, 
submitted t o  tho Attorney Cmeral pursuant to Section 5 
of the V o t i n s  Rights A c t  o f  1965, as mended. Your  submission 
wao complctcd on August 18, 1978. 

k7c have given c a r e f u l  consideration to the information 
famished by you as well as informatior, and comments from 
cther interectsd parties, and relevant court decisions. At 
the outset, we note L l a t  tha use of nwbored places i n  sl? 
at-large e l e c t o r a l  aysten has been criticized in judicial 
decisiors because of the potential for  d i l u t i n q  the vot ins  
strength of minor i ty  group m c n h r s  inherent in-auch a systerx. 
For ins tnnc=,  the  court i n  Dunston v. Scott 336 F. Supp. 206,-' 
213 n.9  (b?.D.N.C. 1972), explained: 

It is clear that the nulabered soat law may 
have tho effect of curtailing minority voting 
p o w e r .  In a true at large eledtion, if the 
nrajority spreads its vote around and tho 
minori ty single shot votes, the minority
strength is concentrated, thus increasing * 
their chanae of electing. However, if the 
minority candidate is forced to run against a 
specific candidate or candiQates for a 
specific seat, the majority can readily 
identify for whom they m a t  vote in order 
to defeat the minority candidate. 
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i ' ~ h E i b i c !t > i i ~ LtS is  chrtnqa i:as i?;eitritcrilia yurpss  n o r  vflL 
RSi\;O tlza al4i'e:ct of dunyinq! or &5rL&:f1aq Ura riijh5 to vcte 
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Lvr t!ia 21 \ - ; r z i r : i~CraCionof L . ; ~ t l a ? i  5 ( .'ti r.P.Ei. 51.21 (b) CLZ 
ic) , 51.23, a::<> 51-24)  ;wrnLr you to rsquust t1:a x t t ~ r n e y  

G ~ f a r dto rclcuusiClcr the oSjc.utlor.. :etCovcr, untLl tile 
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Xr; vitx 02 ti24 & ~ ~ e ~ = b e r  tt1ection.s for city6, 3,779, 
;;curu=il 1maitL9us pie-o lrfaru ud w i t h i n  20 days of yoma
zacofpt of this l ~ l t t ~ f :tha steps to LaoOf .r;lie C i t y  fnkcrds 
ro rot'alv-3 Sif w matWr. If *flu h v e  mzy c j - i ~ t s t i ~ : . ~e o ~ ~ a r a i r ~ r ~  
;:UPt ~ 3 t t ~ r  ZXQQ to cc)>tact "L-. :*avii E. 1;-u.tcrs ~ q 7t ~ ~ l  
( 2 G 3 / 7 3 3 - 3 3 4 3 ) .  Blaaoo raf+zr to ?-1le+ .:5979 In  =by wrLcter 
r6ta9~135rrn ch..s.t your correr;!.encI~:tct;: bw . I L 1  pmpdri-; 
&::.u;~l€LIt?i3* 
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