23 JUL1979

HMr., A J., Welch, Jr.

41 Reys Ferry Street
Post Office Tox 307
Mcbonough, Georgla 30253

Dear .ix. VWeclch:

This is in reference to the amendment to the Georgia
Constitution (Youse esolution io. 223-467) ratified
Hioverber 8, 1966 which provides for at-large elections from
residency districts and staggered terms for the HRoard of
zduecation of Henry County, Georgia, subnitted to the Attorney
General pursuant o fection 5 of the Voting Righte Act of 18465,
as amended, Your submiassion was completed on May 22, 1979,

Inder Section 5 lenry County has the burien of proving
that the at-large electeral system was noi adopted with a
siscriminatory purpose and that the operation of the at-
large system does not have a racially discriminatory effocet.
Sce Beer v. United States, 425 U.S. 130 (1976); Vilkes ‘cunty v.
United States, 450 F. Supp. 1171 (B.D.C. 1978), affimmed,
47 U.8. Law ileek 3391 (bec. 4, 12753) {Fo. 78-70). See alpo
28 UL.P.R. 51.19.

~he lenry County Doard of “ducation is coppnosed of
five members who are elected for four-ear terrs under a
majority vote requirement with staggerad terms, Althouch
blacks constitute 31.9% of the population of the county
(according to the 1570 Census), no black has ever been
elected to the neoard of ducation. Prior tc the adoption
of the Constitutional imendmept, the Doard of Iducation was
elected from single-member uisfricts. sur analyais indicates
that a fairly-drawn single-merber district system would
wrobably contain at least one district with a population
d@jorit" of blacks, Under the at-larce system hlacks
have been unable to elect representatives of their cheice,
and have not been afforded effective access to the political
procedgs. Lnalysis of precinct returns demonstra :e5 that
voting in Henry County generally follows racial lines, at
least to the extent of rendering verv iuprobable tue
clection of a black candidate for Board of Tducation.

cc: Publiec File




Undar thesgce circunstances 1 »8 vnabie to oconnlude, 22
I must under the Voting Hights hct, thet the ate-larrs mciliod
of clection eatablizhed by the Consatitutionnl Amendment
ratified Kovember &, 1965 lias pelthnor o discriainztory
rurpose neor & discrininstory aeffect, RAcoordingly, oo bahalfl
of Lhe Attorney General, I must interposs ~n ocejection
pursuant to Zention % to bhse gubuitted chapge in method of
alcetian.

3f couvrse, ss provided by Section % of ths Voting

Rightyg Aal, you have the ripat te se2k & dco
vaznent from thne United Htatag Dilstricl Cour
Distrizcit of Columpis that the zai-laorge elscition systaem
2stablishea by vhe dHovember &, 1966 Coestituviionsl Amsndment
toes not hwove the purpose snd will not have the sffcet of
deaying or zbridging the rizhi to vote on amccount of race or
rolor, in zaditlion, bthe Procedurss for tnn &dainistrotion
or Reoetion 8 (26 CL.F. R, $1.81{b) and (¢), %1.2%, and %1,28}
peraif, you to rogues t reoons*aerdnﬂon af tris objection by
tag Bttorney Genseral, dowaver, uttill the judgment {from tis

strioh {ourt is vbwu-nvd or fhr ob;ﬁotioﬂ wicadrnwn, {he
nt the obisotion by the Attorney {enersl is to maoks
Lenarge @mzihod of ocigeving acobers of the Board of
Educrtlon or liernry County lsually unenfoercerdlo,

[&

0 cnable Lhe Lepnrvidgent to meet lis regponsibiiiity vo
snfoarce the Votling Figihts faob, plesse infeors ua witnin
twonty days af your receipt of bhis lelter of (he ceurse of
.of;on toe Feaspd o¢f Pducation plune to btzke with regpoct o
¢ ha 3ny guestions congrrning this

" to oali Jonp Faeloon 2%

Sinesroly,

OXEY 5, baY¥=s 210
fesainatant Atteornry Goneroal
Civi) BRights Division
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