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Y h i s  is in reference to the a~~~nd~! i~ .?ntto tho Gnorgia 
Ccmstitution {:louse 'icsolution ;yo. 223-4671 r a t i f  ier? - .:soverni>es 8 ,  1966 which provides for at-.large elections fmom 
residency districts &nil staygcrerl tcms fox the Roar6 of 
:;;:ucation of I?enry County, Georqia, aul%~:~ittec'! .i?.t..br!ieyto C=f.~c 
General pursuant 2:o 5rrctioi1 5 A c tof the T70tLcq R f c ~ I ~ k s  0': !5 5 5 ,  
'La mended. Your suladasion w a s  cofitple'icd on :!av 2 2 ,  19'79. 

t;?lder Section 5 !ienry (lounty 'has the kburdl~nof nroving 
hat the  at-large electoral. system was no.;;acioptai! xri!:i; a 
3.scrimlnatory purpose and that the operation of ehe at-
Zarse system does not have a racinllv d i ~ c r k h ~ t C 3 ~cffcct. 


:.:!~eTianry Caunty I3onrc;I. of : ' i5ucation i..w cor.i;?osei! of 
five members tlilo are elected for foczr---z~nr4cem..s U F . ~ C ~  1a 
j ' : ~jority vote rsquiremnt wi@h statygerAd terns. Ii.thoucl? i
Slacks corrstikute 31.95 of the coor.t.yof the pop~~latSo:;\ 
(according to the 1970 C ~ a s u s ), no 13.a~;: >an ever Lwer? 
e l e c t e d  ko the :+oar8of b:siucatian. Prior to the adoption 
of the C o r l s t itutional I:;~ilon&ipt.,, thc L ? . ~ n r c ?of l':i;ucatiollFTaS 

elected Z r o m  single-nmnhor c'!i stricts, :?nr analy3is indicates 
that a fairly-drawn single-.mwIher Cistrict system \r>r.1lc7. 
yrobably contain at least one dintrist ~rit;ba pops!-ation 
nrajority of.blacks. 5r;der tile at-llacrc system %lacks 
have k e n  uh&ls to elect rcpresontativcn of t h e i r  choioa, 
and have riot been afforded offcceivo ac:ecsc to t h e  poii.tica1 
procaes. ,'inaSysis of p~ocL,rlctreturns rlemonstraten that 
m t i n g  in Henry [:aunty generally follo:.;fa racial l i n e s ,  at 
least to tho extent of renderin9 very i:;::?robabIa t:~e 
oloctian of a black caxldid&tc?For Paarc. of "~'r"iucation. 

cc: Public F i l e  



Unaf:r tnesc c r r c u a z t ~ n c o s 1 -3ri; v a h b r c  to nonnfutc, ,:s 
i na:st unler ttc V o t l n 3  K j . x k t s  A c t ,  t.hb% t ~ fz ? - :?yr t%. ~ c t l ~ o d  
of c l b c : P f o n  o s t a b l  i a ) : r d  b y  b f ~ e Con.?t - i%ut iouj l lB m c n d ~ ~ n t  
rst iPS*d E c v c a b ~ ~ r?;, 14f16 h a s  n c f t h ? r  e d i q c : r ? a l n ?  tory 
y u r p o o e  nor E. ciitrc!l.iminrrlory a f f o c t . ,  f i c ~ ; c r c i ? n q l y ,s r  bch.crlf' 
of thtb dtturncy G a n r r c + l ,  I aust fcrcrpns. o k j t , c  t $OF 
pursu9nh to S c f i t l a n  5 t o  6k4? s u S % i t t . o d  *-:hsn?r i n  ncthod nC 
~ : l c r t i o n .  

i ? f  course, a s  provided b y  S ~ c t T o n5 of t h e  Vot ing  
Rig i lCu  & o L ,  you h e v e  t h a  r i g h t  t o  s e e k  A 9 c $ l a r a t o r y  
,ju&.zsicnt from t h e  Z n i L c e  S t s t n s  D i g t , r i o t  ( : ~ u r tfor t h e  
i i i 3 t r - i ~ ; -c C  C c i u n ~ i : ;  that  %!-I@ st-large sP?:etio??syeLnn 
?s'Lnt\?la3i;,: b y  r.5c ? :ovmbcr  t i ,  1 9 6 6  C n n ~ t lt t ? l . l a n n i  daeadinent 
r 2 C ? 4 ~  not, YrCvf' t.Lit? P U ~ ~ O $ C2nd w i l l  not: hsvc the. C f f c c t ,  of 
at:-nyinz o r  rcbridqin!,: i.lie rltqht: to vote on ?ccount;  a f  r a c e  or 
c o l , o r ,  t n  x b d i t . i o n ,  t h r  Proct?dur.;r fop t>in R d n i n i ~ t r o t L o n  
of  u c c t j . o n  i! ( 2 E  C . F . R .  $3,21{bj ;:nd ( c ) ,  51,:3, ;;nd 5 7 . i : k ;  
pcr3xF1. yat; Lo !:cq~?.l.'it. ~f %i:is'ibbjecf;il?ri by~ F ~ ! Q ~ s ~ o ~ ? P D ~ % Q ~ ?  

: - c  k t t u r c c y  G c ~ ! ~ , c r i : l ,i ! o u ~ ; s ~ r r ,u e k l J  t h e  judgnc:nt  i'ro31 tk:? 
i ) !- ..qt+,ir?t; ; lot i r t  3 & f.:bti;?.n~qd o r  t h ~abjection ott,:?br?.r.wn, t!-k? 
i . . f ' f i . . ~ . +  fir- tbc: cDj::st:<or! by zk.c Atcarney i;t.:.nep?l I s  t o  ~c.yL-:-:-? 

',i.ri: :,t.-,:~~:r,q~ c l a r i , f n p  wc%b&rl3 of t h e:-art;i?on o f  E:onrrl of' 
E!fun+ l.i,or: oj '  i1t:n:'y C c ~ r i L y f;;.!.ihiliy un:?t?farce?.b1,:?. 

T c ;L,i) ,I,.- i.c... ,slent >c Z ? ? I : . ~!-La t b i j . 1!;p fz . r "- ., l . e s~ l~ j1s  

r.r!for.c:e th i s  Vol;.?:;g I;,Lfli,.ts. t ' , r ; t ,  ~ i l , ~ z . s c  u.3 :iit!-:j,.;:. inforg 
t,:.*cfi%gi:l;?ys your r e c e i p t :  t a s s  : z : . : \ l . . t ~ .  cf. G!,;A: : . ~ : ~ r b t -i ~ f '  

-;cr,ian t f i c  t .0  t ~ k ! .ai.L!>FcarC cf' F J u c . a t , F ~ a p i ; r a s  .. r ; e s p ~ c . : ! .  
e 3%j . . . i : f  y o u  > t : ~ r .  a n y  zo?:~!:p!:ls,:!?. :;::;,i?..;: c,~~e.a'i-i.orux 
i . .+$"r:r ,  p i ~ z ; ~ ~  ~ : : : ! ~ j .  ! - :Pc!:ccJ:;if:f c _ ~j. P ' T F ; ~  ' 0  Jc>:I:~~ 
3 i'!;;1' i 2 4 't i l* - .  i,7' .  
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