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George M. Johnston 10 DEC 1379
Senaral Counsel

Post Office Box S

sntum. Georgia 30458

Dear Mr. &vhnnt:om : _

Thiz 12 in refereacs to the amtion bc tha .
cityol stmaboramudbyowinmmml, 1979,
and sehmitted pursuant to Section § of the Vobting m,ghtt
Act on Auquat 13, 1979. The sudmimgion was emphud
on October 11, 1.97!.

Undear Bactien 5 the subnitiing uthaxityh:the
wamozmmtathummmcmm
tory purpesa or affect. See, 2.¢9., MQE Y. nited sum,
411 ©.S. 526 (1%73): 28 C.P.R. 51.19. to an
snnexation submizsion, the covered 3uriuﬂ:l¢e , TTOek ;zan
that the annexation iz pet part of a raclally selectivs
pattarn and that no dilation of minority voting streagth
haz been intanded or affected. Sse City of Fome v, mwd
States, 472 ¥. Supp. 221 (B. ».¢. 137%).

Aecoxdingly, thcmemimmbe!musmm
reviowed zgainst the background of the 1967 anzexation
which meeehd ix., At the outset we nots that, in spite
of cur latter of July 13, 1379, indicating no objection %o
the 1967 annaxation, our present raview and analysis rewveal
that oxr couclmasicn at that tire not to ckisct was wrong.

Prior to tha 1967 amnexation the population of
Statesboro consistad of 5,223 whiteas and 5,45¢ blacks
{31%). GSubstantial avidence has been adduced that the
predominantly black Whitexville commmnity on the edge
of the eity limits voiced is desirc to be iacladad
in the general sxpansion of the city boundaries in 1347.
sicnatheless, tha extendod city limits wvare ecarefully Jrawa
o fence cut the Whitegville araa.
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- The instant amueration woald furthar raduce the

black proportion of tha city. You have estinmied that -

. gbout 305 whitsa and no blacks may ishabit this armexed
~ ages within five to fiftsen years. This weunld: M_
the dilution of sivority power by anether 0.9%, - .., 8
resulting in a2 cumulative dilutiom of 11.02 ti&in ﬁu R
- ke ﬂ.ﬁw Mt us.u mtly). SR

mmtum.mmmmzm_“
has’ t.h::-mhcitroé?s thaghhm
avay cs
smm:mm«mmmuwmm
mwnmmm.mmmw -
&zwmwmmw ST

ndar these circumstances, Iumahl«tﬂmnlm
that the city has carried its burden of proving the absanoe
of both disoriminatory purpose and effeqt with regard to .

the submitted change. m,mmzezmmmy
Senaral, T wast object ta the annezation.

Tha city is mot without remedy, however, imder

T Section 5. As the Supreme Court has indicnted, anmexatiocns,

a2lthough dilutive of minority veting streagth, may be pra-

= slsaresd usder Section 5§ 1if *ihe post-annexation slectszal

N systan fairly zecognizes the mimority’s politicel streagth.”

o Clty aof Richnond v. United States, 422 ©.8. 333, 378 (1975).
g 'EEE? Zexe explicitly By tha Olstrict Court for the Distrior

of Columbia, such T -

H"

nectralize to the sxtsa® possible m advarse
offsct upon the politisal participation of
black voters are adepted.
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ity of Patersbure v. Urited States, 344 ¥. Swpp. 1021,
1831 (b. D.C. 1375) !fEIEEEZ 419 u.3. 362 (1973).
Accordingly, the dilntivo o.fects off the anrexations in
quastion could ba removed by the adoption of an electoral
gystem, such xs aingla-member distrists, which fairly
recognixes the peliticel potential of blacks in the ciy.
lHowever, because of the elemsant of melsotivity we £ind here

in the annexation process, sm believs that the city‘also -

has an obligation to give prompt consideraticn %o tha .
possible annexation of the Whitesville area. Should ‘such
steps be adopted by the city, the Atiorney General will
rocenaidcr tht uattar upen reeeipt o’ tueh iuthrmation

at conursa, as pzovidod by Section 5 o! thn ?eting

ﬁ@um,mm&arightwcuktémmzij!gh',
ment from the Tnited States Distriet Court for the bistrict

of Columbia that this change has neither ithe purpase sor
will have the effact of denying or abridging the right to
vote en account of race, color, ox mevbaxrship in a language
uinority group. In additien, the Procedures for the
rMministration of Sectien 5 (38 C.P.R. 51.21(d) and (c),
51.23, and 51.24) permit you to request that the Attaraey
General rsconzider the objection. Rowaver, watil the .
objection iz withdrawn or the judgment from the Pistrict
of Colombia Court obtainad, the effact of the cbjeation
by the Attornay Ceneral is to make the annexation legally
anenforeceable.

To enable this Tupartment to meat lts responalbllity

20 enforece the Voting Rights Act, plsane inform uws within
twenty days of vour receipt of thia letter what courss of
actiocn the City of 5tatesboro plans to take with respect

+o thiz matter, If you have any guestions concerning this
latter, plesase feel frea to call #is. Corlias Ibbott {202~
724-7162) of our staff, who hax bdean assigned o hancle
this submission.

Sinceraly,

De¥M 5. DAYE 11X
rsaistant Attorney Seaeral
oivil miches pivision




