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Mr. Harry B. Scbmid

Blections Supervisor

DeKalb County Courthouse, Room l0l-A
Decatur, Georgia 30038

Dear Ar. Schmids

This is in reference to the disallowance of neighbor-
hood voter registration drives in DeXalb County, Georgia,
submitted to the Attorney General pursuant to Sectiom 5
of the Voting Rights AcCt of 1965, as amended. Your sub-
mission was completed on July 14, 1980,

We have reviewed caresfully the information submitted
by you as well as statistical data, information, comments
and views presented DY other interested persons. Our analysis
revealed that although blacka constitute 32 percent of the
voting age population, they comprise only 13 percent of
DeKalb County's registered voters. Of the black voting
age population, 24 percent are registered to vote, while
81 percent of the white voting age population ias registered.
Thus, there is significant underregistration among potential
Black voters. It is also our understanding that, as the
additional registration system is presently constituted,
prospective voters may take advantage of Jdeputy registrarcs
woo go into local communities to register people to vote, and
that many pecpls, particularly blacks, have taken advaatage of
this opportunity. Disallowing neighborbood voterx registration
drives indicates that no such opportunity would be available
under the progosed change.

We have also reviewed carefully your proffered justifi-
cation of disallowing neighborhood voter registratioa drives;
namely the poesible illegality of registration drives. Such
a concera ia not supported by the Attorney General of the
State of Georglia in his letter to us of July 1, 1980 (copy
enclosed). That letter explained that the Georgia Code, Section
64-610(a), provides that any fixed location in the county may
be used oy the board of registrars to receive applications
for registration and to register electors, and that Georgia
Code Section 64-610(b) permits the board of registrars to
open voter registration offices at any time, under fixed
hours of operation, in order to suit the convenience of the
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public, ineluding aseighborhood registratioa 4rives of the

type heretofors coaductad in DeXald County by various community
ccganizations. Thersfore, I believe the DeXald Board of Reglistra-
tions and Rlections' sxprassed concern that asighborhood wveter
regiatration drives may be illagal is wvithouk tfoundatioa.

Uader sl the circumstances, I am unable to comclude,
as I muat undar the Voting Rights Act of 1965, that disallowing
neighbothoou voter registzation drives does not have the
purpose and will not have the effsot of deaying or abzidging
the right to vote on acoouat of race or color. I must,
therefore, on hehalf of the Attorney Gensral, interpose
an objectioa to disallowing neighbordood voter registration
drives in Dekalb County, Georgia.

Of course, as provided dy 3ection 5 of the Votiag
Rights Act, you have the right te seex a declarstory judg-
went froms the United Statss District Court for the
bistrict of Columbia that thais change has neither the
Furpose nor will bhave the effect of denyiag or abridging
the right to vote om accouat of race, obloxr, Or mam~
oership in a language minority group. Im additioa, the
Proceduzes for the Administration of Sestioa S (28 C.F.R.
S1.21(b) and (¢}, 51.23, and 5l1l.24) permit you to request
the Attorney General to reconsider the objection. Nowever,
until the objecticn ia withdrawn or the judgment from the
District of Columbia Court cbtalned, the affsct of the
objection by the Attormey General is to make disallowing
neighborhood voter registration drives legally umenforceabls.

To enable this Department to meet its reaponsibility
to enforge the Voting Rights Act, please inform us withia
twenty days of youzr receipt of this letter whak course
of actioa the DeXald County Bosrd of Registzations and
Xlections plans to take wilh respect te this matter.

If you have any guestioms concerning this lstter, please
feel free to call ms. Hallue WNright (202-724-7170), of our
staff, who has Deas aseig¢gned to dandle this submissioa.

Bincerely,

Drew S. Days III
Asgistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Divisioa




